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FHE TOBACCO INDUSTRY OF THE
e STATE.

Yy

. )
““" ¢ Tobacco farmers and manufacturers of
.. North Carolina are “teaming” to per-

“fection. The farmers are producing
" more tobacco than the farmers of any
other State and the manufacturers are

""““making more cigarettes and smoking to-

 bacco than the manufacturers of any

=——other States. . . 7
= Thus, the's University News

Letter

points out, “there aré at least two eco-

nomic pursuits in which North Carolina

stands first among the States: The crop
oduction of tobacco and the manufac-
re of tobacco products.”

$ If the cotton farmer and the cotton

manufacturer. could enjoy such co-oper-

-

i ation the State would be rich!

. We lead the states in the number of
acres devoted to tobacco production, and
in the annual value of the tobacco crop.
Kentucky generally ranks first in crop
volume but we rank fifst in_crop value
as our-bright leaf tobacco brings more in
the market.. . The value of the North Car-
olina tobac¢o frop last year was $103,-

i 802,000 while the value of the crop of the

i
l
:

entire United States was $245,175,000.
There is no close rival to North- Caro-
lina as a tobacco manufacturing state.
Compléte and satisfactory statistics
about’this industry have never been as-
éémbled,‘ nor..are data available from,
which satisfactory tabulations for all the
jlt'ems can be ghade.®i | .
The capital stock, of tabacco” factories
cated in North Carolina is not. availa-
~ Ble; nor is the value of the plants“avail-
able. 2
7' Thes employees in, 1925 numbered 20,-
465, ofy whom 10,846 were men, 9,519

{ Were women, and 100 were children. Fin-
* 1 ished tobacco is mainly a product of com-

plicated machinery.

The report of the Commissioner of In-
ternal Revenue shows that North Caro-
Tina pays 46.6 per cent. of all tobacco tax-
€S paid in the United States. The tobac-

, co tax for the fiscal year &nding June 30,

1926, amounted to $172,503,187, and this
tax will amount to more than one hun-
dred and eighty million dollars for the
year ending June 30, 1927.

North Carolina mahufactdres sixty
per cent. of all cigarettes manufactured
in the United States. We will manufac-

_ ture this year around forty-eight billion
s=mpigarettes, or more than
‘~—cigarettes per inhabitant in the

hundred
United

four

tates.

North Carolina produces one-third of
all the manufactured tobacco such as
pipe smoking tobacco and cigarette “mak-
ings” produced in the United States. We
are not an important manufacturer of
cigars of any class, and no snuff is pro-
duced in the state.

The cigarette tax is three dollars per
thousand cigarettes, and the tax on man-
ufactured tobacco is eighteen cents per
pound. If we assume that the tax paid
to the federal Government is equivalent
to forty per cent. of the value of the man-
ufactured products, then the value of out-
put of our tobacco factories last year was
approximately $430,000.000. This ex-
ceeds the value of all farm products pro-
duced by our two hundred and eighty-
five thousand farms., eh

Expansion in tobacco consumption has
been greatest along cigarette and pipe-
smoking lines. These are North Caro-
lina’s specialties. We have ‘no close
competition as a cigarette-producing
state, and we produce more than twice as
much pipe tobacco and cigarette makings
as our nearest competitor. North Car-

.olina is the Nation’s chief producer of
bright leaf tobaccp which goes into cigar-
ettes and manufactured tobacco.

COSTS OF STATE GOVERNMENT.

The federal Department of Commerce
announces a summary of the financial sta-
tistics of the State of North Carolina for
the fiscal year endifg June 30, 1926.

The payments for maintenance and
operation of the general ‘departments of
North Carolina for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 1926, amounted fo $16,292,-
822, or $5.75 per capita. This includes
$1,923,579, apportionments for education
to the minor civil divisions of the state.
In 1926 the comparative per capita for

}wnfenanéé and operation of general de-.

- oy B T

- The éxpenses of public service enterpris-
: i S 3 b
es._.amounted to ~$1(§,63o; interestion debt,

- $5,214,814; and:outlays for, permanent.
~ improvements, $24,280,205. ; The; total
- payments, therefore, for;expenses of gen-
eral ‘departments and public service” en-

rtments ' was: $6:09, andiin 1917,0$1196.)

terprises, interest, and outlays were $§5,-
804,036. 'The totaly include all payments
for the year, whether made from current
revenues or from the proceeds of bond
isssues.

~ Of the Bovernmental costs reported
above $23,990,981 was for highways, $2,-
940,210 being for maintenance and $21,-
050,6%1 for.construction.

The total * revenue receipts of North
Carolina for 1926 were $36,474,774 or
$12.87 per capita. This was $14,950,943
more than the total payments of the year,
exclusive of the payments for permanent
improvements, but $9,329,262 less than
the total payments including those for
permanent improvements. These pay-
ments in excess of revenue receipts were
met from .the proceeds of debt obliga-
tions. Property and special taxes repre-
sented 21.8 per cent. of the total revente
for 1926, 18.5 per cent. for 1925, and 50.2
per cent. for 1917. The increase in the
amount of property and special taxes
collected was 77.2 per cent from 1917 to
1925, and 51.3 per cent. from 1925 to
1926, the increase from 1925 to 1926 being
largely due to grearter receipts from the
income tax. The per capita property and
special taxes were $2.81 in 1926, $1.92 in
1925, and $1.20 in 1919.. The receipts
from general property taxes in,1925 and
1926 were negligible,*being only colfec-
tions on levy of previous years, = s
Earnings of general departments, or
compensation for services rendered by
state officials, represented 11.1 per cent.
of the total revenue for 1926, 11.2 per-
cent. for 1925, and 0.4 per cent. for 1917%.
Business and non-business licenses con-
stituted 43.1 per cent. of the total revenue
for 1926, 49.3 per cent. for 1925, and 19.4
per cent. for 1917. i
Receipts from business licenses consist
chiefly of taxes exacted from insurance
and other incorporated companies and of
sales tax on gasoline, while those from
fion-business licenses comprise chiefly
taxes on motor vehicles.

The net indebtedness (funded or fixed
debt less sinking fund assets) of North
Carolina on June 30, 1926, was $119,162,-
556 or $42.03 per capita. ¥In 1925 the per
capita debt was $33.44, and in 1917, $3.85.

WOULD PARTICIPATE IN EQUAL-
IZATION FUND.

Cabarrus County gets none of the $3,-
500,000 equalization fund set up by the
State, because under the law it is enti-
tled to none. And it is ‘not entitled to
any because salaries of the teachers have
been low.

Salaries of teachers are usually low in
those counties which have only a six
months term or-in which teachers with
low-grade certificates are employed. It
is difficult, we are told, to get many ex-
cellent high school principals and teach-
ers, for instance, to work in a six-months
school. They prefer an eight-months
school, of course.

The eaualization fund works like this:

Take the assessed value of school prop-
erty and multiply it by forty. Then to-
tal the salaries of all of the teachers.
Those counties which pay teachers more
than the assessed value of property mul-
tiplied by forty participate in the fund.
[n other words they get the difference
between the assessed value of the prop-
erty multiplied by forty and the total
paid the teachers.

An effort is being made now to place
the high schools of Cabarrus county on
the accredited list. To do this they must
be kept in operation for eight months.
When this has been accomplished then
more high-grade teachers can be secur-
ed, the work as a whole will be more ef-
ficient and the children will enjoy better
advantages all around. 3 <

Cabarrus is one of the few counties in
the State not participating in the fund,
and it is to be hoped that in the near fu-
ture our schools can extend the length
of their terms so as to get on the list and
thereby participate in the fund. It does
not cost the county a bit more to have
the better paid teachers, since the differ-
ence will be paid through the equaliza-
tion fund, 9 1!"2]:1‘

Certainly the young people.of Cabarrus
are entitled to educational advantages as

good as those enjoyed by students of any
other county in the State.

TAR HEEL EDITOR WINS NAT-
IONAL PRIZE. ‘

Of all the editors pf weekly papers in
the United States who competed for the
prizes offered by the National Farm News
for the best letter giving a solution of the

a Tarheel from
place.

Fred. W, Vaughn is his name and he
ublshies the Peoplés, Advogale. . |
srHundreds of ‘stiggestions jwere offered
n“tlie’ contest.’
Unifed States jvere réceived by ‘the Nat-
ional Farm News' and considered by the

Fayetteville to win first

present farm depression, it remained for

Letters. from all Over the:

judges but the short pithy letfer from |
“Mr. Vaughn was adjudged the best and

he was givgti first prizeg of '§100. iy 5
The extension workers of State Col-
i fagtered that

lege are said to feel
throughout his letter, Mr. Vai
lowed the same lines of thoug
which the agricultural progra

N

state is being builded. His letter and
the actjvities of the extension forees are
in perfect harmony, it is said. o

In part, Mr. Vaughn says: “F‘!l’mil}g,
Hke every other productive enterprise,
cannot be successful without sound bus-
iness management. The lack of this is
the chief handicap of the great majority
of farmers.

“Inasmuch as the farmer has to sell
his products on an unprotected market
rand buy his supplies in a protected mar-
ket, he must overcome this difficulty as
far as possible by living at home. That
is, he must produce on his farm to the
extent of his dbility what he consymes.
He will thus have less to buy.

“The farmer must learn that the price
for which a product is sold does not ‘de-
termine profit or loss except when consid-
ered in connection with the cost of pro-
duction. Intelligent diversification has
saved many farmers from bankruptcy.
Crop surpluses may be converted into
meat and milk products through his live-
stock.” : prt g R

THE PRESIDENT IN THE WEST

President Coolidge has gone west in
an effort” to mend his political fences
there but it is not certain that he is doing
that. : :
Despite the opposition of a number of
Senators the lowa Legislatyre has invit-
ed former Governor Lowden to adress its
members. About the same time Con-

it
.

South Dakota Legislature and farm re-
lief was his subject. ;

He was blunt, to say the least. The
honored guest was not mentioned as a
leading topic of public interest in the
State. Nothing was said directly after
the President but plenty was said abdg;
him' indirectly for the speaker dwelled at
length on the McNary-Haugen farm re-
lief bill anid its benefits. He said in faét
that the farmers of the west should take-
up again the fight and see that the bill is
introduced in the December Congress. If
it is vetoed, he said, it should be carried
over the veto and then should be made an
issue in the 1928 campaign. :

Thus it seems that the people of South
Dakota while delighted to entertain the
President as a guest, are not all follow-
ing his policies. At least there is some
dissatisfaction and no doubt before the
summer is out Mr. Lowder’s friends will
see that there is more.

Mr. Coolidge is entertaining many
friends at the State Game Lodge, and all
of them are demanding 4 third term for
him, but just the same the political wat-
ers in the farm belt don’t seem so placid.
There’s dissension somewhere ‘for  the
bubbles of criticism continue to come to
the surface.

HONOR TO WHOM HONOR IS
DUE.

The Concord National Bank celebrat-
ed its 39th birthday anniversary several
days ago, and it is said to have the dis-
tinction of being the only business con-
cern in Concord with the same acting
head today as in June 1888. The cele-
bration really was an occasion for felic-
itations to the man who started and has
directed the affairs of the institution, Dan-
iel Branson Coltrane, a man who came to
Concord as a stranger and has remained
to become an important cog in the wheel
of civic life; a man who although more
than 84 years of age, still looks to the fu-
ture with happiness and pictures his bank
playing even a more important role in the
future than in the past in creating a big-
ger and better Concord.

This bank has enjoyed a fine patron-
age in the past and this patronage is at-
tributable more to D. B: Coltrane than
to any other single factor. He has had
splendid assistants' and advisers but he
has been the active manager for 39 years

I |and the bank’s prosperity and good- will

are evidences of the public’s love and es-
teem for this venerable citizen. ;

People in Concord ‘and in most other
places so far as we can learn, were in-
tensely interested in the flight of Com-
mander Byrd and his companions. Of
course the whole world watched Colonel
Lindbergh  on his historic flight. But
there was little enthusiasm aroused over
the Chamberlin-Levine flight\ Somehow
gent people the dreary bunk that is cer-
the people just never took ‘much to that
stories about Rebecca, pet raccoor
and Princess Prim, the
ﬂiglwg, _Qespitp the fag‘t tHa{f'it{\Wis';
mgch. netve'and “heroism. “Thei.peo
fancy. Wa§?c§fi‘gh€? bﬁ'my
tacular da$h and his modesty; w

s
~r d R B [V B Salig .%ts‘*i
commands, adiiration dnd’ interest

dog. "To inteﬂi-

cause of his previous flight over/the/) Sfth

in the Ql}ggbéﬂin’&gviﬂe uhdéftéktﬁg

gressman Dickinson was ad@r;ésing the ]

in such a verdict.

the pet raccoon, |

this dampened the enthusiasm of the
public. DS, VOB -

‘Archibald Jobpsen, editor of Charity
and éii?f?d;rcn. 'Rﬁb\v Eoi‘-tWhat he was
speaking when he predicted that much
nonsense and little of real news value
would come from the summer  white
house of the*President.: a8 i

The special correspondents are with
the President and they have to write

sompiing, AL real the are endive
to their paper

$ 3

¥
-~

7 2

s ‘much stgﬂ’ that nobody

|cares about.

One correspondent quotes’the Presi-
deént as expressing the hope that the cor-
resp_oi}dén s would not d'csgr{bg all of the
beauties of the summer white house in
one article for fear they will have noth-
ing to write about later.

Discussing the kind of news that is
coming and will continue to come from
the camp Editor Johnson says:

“Every two-by-four politician in the
middle west, if he will visit the game
lodge, will be written up at great length
in the newspapers, not because he is real-
ly important, but because the correspond-
ent simply must have something to write
about. Worse than this, though, is the
prospect that we shall be deluged with
tain to flood the papers is an appalling
prospect but it must make an appeal of
some sort or the papers would 'ghrow it
out. One of the most depressing aspects
of democracy is its tendency to become
absorbed in trivialities. The President's
dog is neither better nor worse than any
other dog, but the interest attached to the
officé of the Presidency makes it possible
for newspaper writers to publish an end-
ess amount of piffle about Princess Prim
without provoking a popular revolt. What
a glorious thing it would be, though, if
the country should rise up against this
dreadful nonsense and demand that the
papers either print news of importance
about the President or leave him out al-
together !”

THE MONTAGUE VERDICT.

The State, we believe, got the most se-
vere verdict possible in the trial of Mrs.
Montague, Asheville nurse, charged with
the murder of her former employer.

We do not think the State proved the
woman was guilty of murder in the first
degree and had this been proved we do
not believe the jury would have Prougﬁt

5% -5 Vi © G4
(The-jury-was-unusual in  bringing in a
second degree murder verdict, for too
often our juries are prone to take light-
ly offenses by women. * We are strong-
ly inclined to the belief that had the State
insisted on a verdict of first degree mur-
der or acquittal, the latter would have
been the outcome.’ ~ -

We doubt seriousiy whether a jury
can be found in North Carolina that will
send a woman to the electric chair, and
we are positive no such jury could be ob-
tained when there is any element of
doubt in the evidence. Certainly in the
Montague case the State proved no pre-
meditation and no deliberation, without
which there can be no verdict of first de-
gree murder.. e

The case as a matter of fact, was built
on circumstantial evidence and this led:
strongly to the public’s prediction that
Mrs. Montague would be acquitted. Many
there were who felt that a jury would not
convict a woman in North Carolina on
circumstantial evidence, re'ga'rdless of
whether the charge was manslaughter,
second degree or first degree.

Buncombe juries are making names for
themselves for bravery, however. Not
so long ago a jury in that county freed a
negro chagred with attack on a white
woman. That took nerve, regardless of
the evidence presented, for many persons,
too many in fact, take the position that
in an aggravated case like that somebody
should be punished and the first person
caught and charged with the offense us-
ually has to bear the brunt.

In Buncombe however, justice appar-
ently moves a little more ‘evenly and a
little more out of the ordinary. Certain-
ly this has been proved in the ¢ase of the
negro and the case of Mrs. Montague.

BHE SOUTHERN MAKING MONEY

Of peculiar interest in view of the hear-
ing recently ended in Charlotte between
the P. and N. railroad and the several
steam roq@s of the South, is the state-

ment of the profit account of the South-

ern Railway for the month of May, 1927

as compared to May, 19%6. The earnings:

per shate in 1927 are estimated at $1.05
as against $.94 last year.
“A decided improvement is shown,”

|Ple. (Thereavas much 1k about dhoney
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. were not the work of orthod

! 330,000, an'increase of ﬁm,ooo or 3 per
1t. over the previous May.

s:gx}% nzga’lrsothengga?a%g to find th.at im-

provement in the textile industry is also

notable. The company says:

' ““We have previously cotggyx}gnted upon

'the steadily improving condition of the

.southern textile industry. During the
month of May the cotton growing states
‘iﬁ place compared with 17 million spin-
dles for the New England states. . More-
fd\iet' 1e cotton growing states attained
a total of 5.8 billion active spindle hours
for the New England states. These fig-
ures indicate a very high rate of activity
in the cotton mills of the §Quth and it is
reported that trade conditions have con-
tinued to improve. e

" “The diversification of southern indus-
trial- interests is ‘also shown by the re-
markable development in the manufactur-
ing of furniture. For the year 1926 more
car loads of furniture originated on the
Southern railway than on any other rail-
road in ‘the United States.” :

AGAIN DEMONSTRATED.

The fate of Commander Byrd and his
three brave companions again demon-
strates  the . wisdom of Colonel Lind-
bergh’s predictions that trans-Atlantic air
service is far from feasible now.

"The Byrd party waited several weeks
before starting on the“flight, being held
up by unfavorable weather conditions.
Then with the first break in the clouds
they set sail, only to find that between
the time they left New York and reached
the Atlantic conditions had .changed
again and this time for the worse. For
hours they flew in a fog so dense the
wings of their plane could not be seen. *
They crossed the Atlantic and reached
France but again they were halted by
adverse weather. Rain and fog made it
impossible for them to locate their land-
ing field or any other landing field for
that matter, and they finally landed their
iplane on the sea. |
| No one knows what the weather will
be over the Atlantic and for this reason
if for mo o6ther, trans-Atlantic air service
is at least ten years off. Newly organ-
ized companies are being formed for the
stated purpose of conducting such an en-
terprise but the wise investor will watch
closely and make much investigation be-
fore investing in any such enterprises.
Mugh remains to be done before any com-
[pany can put on air service between the
United States and Europe and each ‘suc-
ceeding flight is proving this conclusive-
ly. y

Holl weevils are causing damage to cot-
ton in Cabarrus county, judging by re-
ports brought to Concord within the past
Llweek. Several farmers report that the
insects are more numerous than last year
while inquiriesifrom other farmers bring
the information that the infestation is not
noticeable so far. Weather conditions
generally throughout the winter were
favorable to the weevil and this no doubt
accounts for the fact that the insect is
more numerous in some sections of the
county than last year at the same date.
Squares just ready to bloom have been
attacked by the insects in some fields
'while in some other fields the insects
were found before they had caused any
appreciable damage. Experiments made
by State agricultural experts indicated
that the weevil ywould be more numerous
this year than last and the predictions
seem well founded.

The railroads of the State won a vic-
tory over the bus lines when the Corpor-
ation Commission granted the Seaboard
permission to operate a line from Ruther-
fordton to Asheville. It is predicted that
applications for franchises will be sub-
mitted by other steam roads who might
want to extend their service by bus line.
No general freight service has been start-
ed by any of the railroads but in some
quarters it is expected that this will be
the next move.

BLAMES MASKS AND ROBES.

—_—

Winston-Salem Sentinel,

Recent outrages that have been perpetrated in
Stepliens County, Geéorgia, are laid to the Ku Klux
Klan by the Wesleyan Christian Advocate, the
official organ of the North and_South Georgia
gontlelrence of ‘the Methodist Episcopal Chuch,

outh.

The editor of the paper, th> Rev. A. M. Pierce,
calls upon the Klan to discard its regalia in public
gmd urges -the ILegislature to enact a law making
it a felony for any person to appear in public
masked and robed. The Klan should have discarded
its masks long ago. Tndeed, it made a serious error
in adopting the-mask and robe in the first place.
The better minds among the nsmen are acutely
| conscious of this mistake. Many of the crimes that

have been committed by masked offenders probably
k ‘ ox Klansmen, but the
organization was given the discredit.

The: Legis lature of Georgia will do well to heed
the suggestion of the Adyocate’s editor and decree

t.-—Buffalo News.

reported over 18 million cotton spindles’
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