
Administrator's Sale. Re-Sal- e of Real Estate.

Saved!

wouldnH leave" flvethbuBand "do'llars
lying there in the drawer."

"That's Just what he would do. I'll
bet he had a windfall of some sort
and the minute he got the money in
his hands he just couldn't wait to go
and tell the girl."

"Somebody would have known it if
he got a horse at the livery stable,
would they not?"

"Oh, that's neither here nor there.
He might have gone on his bicycle.

will, "but 'impelled 1y some "motive 1o
powerful that she could not resist it.
That it was the influence of Crandall
I could no doubt. He had so preyed
on her fears for her father and sister,
perhaps on her fear for me, that he
had induced her to try to persuade me
to give up my investigation and had
made her promise to accompany him
on some doubtful secret mission.

"It Is not my secret."
I recalled the pltepus cry my en-

treaties had wrung from her lips, and
found the logical explanation of it la
her having been terrorized by that
villain, Crandall. If I could have found
him at the moment I could have killed
him with my naked hands.

Yet even though I was convinced
that Louise had lied to me, J began to
feel that whatever she had done, what-
ever she was now doing, was In the
belief that she was acting for the best

Under and by virtue of the author-
ity given by an order made by the
Clerk of the Superior Court of Lincoln
County. N. ('., on the 22nd day of
Febrnary, 1918 in a special proceeding
therein, entitled, "K. B. Nixon, Kx'r.
of O. M. Howard vs. Mrs. K. O. How-
ard and others" the undersigned will
sell the lands hereinafter described, to
the highest bidder at publio auction,
to create assets in the due administra-
tion of said estate on

Tuesday, 25th dy of March J9J3

tt noon, on the premises, of the lateO.
M. Howard, Iron Station, N. C, upon
terms one third cash, balance in equal
installments of six and twelve months
deferred payments to bear interest at
six per cent from date of sale and to be
securad by notes with approved se-
curity, title to same to be reserved un-
til the payment of purchase money in
full, with privilege to purchaser to pay
all cash on date of sale' and receive
title upon confirmation of sale. Said
lands bounded and described as fol-
lows: - ;.

First Tract: tying and being near Iron Sta-
tion, N. C. adjoining the lands of Mrs. B. O.
Howard, 8. A. L. R, K. J. C. Dellinger and
others, Beginning at a stone on the railroad, E,
C. Howard s corner and runs with her line If W
W 42 tooles to a stone In the field; thence N 21 W
24 poles to a stone in the public road; thenceS
57 W 1021-- poles to a stone; thence N 32 W
73 poles to stone and gum pointers on branctr
an old corner; thence with old line 8
poles to a black oak on the old line; thence a
new line East 117 poles crossing a branch to
a persimmon In the lield; thence N 72 K 118
poles to a stone In the K. It. cut on G.W.Browns
line; thence up the meanders of the R. R. about
80 poles to the, beginning, containing about 8tacres, more or less and being the "Home place"
of J. A.Brown, deceased.

Second Tract: Adjoining the first tract above
and beginning at a rock, E. O. Howard corner
and runs with her line 8 4 B 1.1 poles to a stake
and pointers on I Long's line; thence 8 81 W
44 Doles to a stone, Dellingers corner; thenoe
with his line N 1 W 21 poles to a stone, Siimmeys
corner; thence with gummevs line 8 88 Bet
poles to the beginning, containing 412 acres,
more or less.

Third Tract: Adjoining Ellis Ehyne. Mrs.
Long and others, Beginning at a large black
oak. Long's corner and runs with ber line 8 70
E 36 poles to a stone. Long and Link's corner;
thence with Link's line N 85 E 4 2 poles to a
stake near a large pine. Link's corner; thenoe
with Link's line N 6 W 10 poles to a stone and
W.i O.; thence with Link's line 8 77 E S poles
to a stone at the branch. Link's corner: thence
N 69 E 82 poles to a stone in the K. ft., KlUa
Rhyne's corner: thence with his line up the
railroad N 42 W 40 poles to a stone thence 8 77--

62 poles to a stone In the road to the station:
thence 8 28 W 27 poles to a post oak on the east
side of the road; thence 8 6 2 W 66 2 poles to
a black oak and stone: thence 8 85 W 20 poles to
a stone In the field; thence N 19 W 22 poles to
a stone in the held, near a spring path; thence S
58 W 29 poles and 7 links to a rock in the old
field; thence 8 4 E 12 poles to a stone on Mrs.
Long's line; theuce with her line N 80 K 49 poles
and 6 links to the beginning, containing 4a
acres, more or less.

Fourth Tract: Adjoining Lutheran church
lot, Mrs. Elizabeth Llneberger's, Browns home
place and others. Beginning at a stone on Uie
west side of the C. C. R, R. a corner of the new
Lutheran church lands and runs with the
church lines 8 62 W 2C poles to a stone, Mrs.
Llneberger's corner; thence with her line 8 88
W 9 6 poles to a stake; thence with another of
Mrs. Llneberger's line N 2 2 W 15 poles to a
stone on High Shoals road; thence with said
road 8 56 W 12 poles to a stone on the side of Hie
road; thence 8 21 E 24 poles to a stone in the
field; thence 77 E 42 poles to a stone in the
field, R. R. and George Browns corner; thence
up the railroad as it meander N 7 W 19 poles
to the beginning, containing 6 2 acres, more
or less. .. '

The four tracts above described have
been sub-divid- and will be sold in
lots as follows:

1, 2, 8 and 4, contain acre each and
front on S. A. L. R. Ry.; No. 5 is the
dower of the widow and homestead
and contains 34 acres, in which the
reversionary interest will be sold; No.
6, contains 24.7 acres; No. 7, 18 aorea;
Nos. 6 and 7 will be sold separately and
then together; Nos. 8 and 9 are hair
acre lots in Iron Station: No. 10. 257
acres; No. 11, 11 acres; No. 12, H
acres; Nos. 10, 11 and 12 will be sold
separately and then as a whole.

Said sale will commence at the up-
set bid of R. C. Goode on each tract aa
follows, No. 1, f38.60; No. 2, $41.25;
No. 8, $71.50; No. 4, 178.70; No. 5, J2Zf;
No. 6, 8415.80; No. 7, $304.70. No. S,
$22; No. 9, $28.60; No. 19, $105,60; Ne.
11, $157.80; No. 12, $742.60.

. A plat of same can be seen at the
Clerk's Office in Lincolnton. Por
further particulars apply to the under-
signed.
, This the 22nd day of February 1913.

K. B. NIXON. Executor
f25-4- t of O. M. Howard deceased.

NOTICE.

TheorlRinal good roads bill will ba
submitted to the people with no change
except to conform to a recent decision
of the Supreme court which held that a
majority of the actual votes cast in-

stead of a majority of registered vote
is sufficient to : adopt the road law
which supplemental bill is as follows:
A Bill to be Entitled an Act to Amend a

Certain Act ol this General Assembly
Entitled ' "An act to Authorize The
Board of Commissioners of Lincoln
County to issue bonds to Improve the
Highways of Lincoln County, and to,
Create a Road Commission Therein"
Eatifed on the Thirtieth day of Jan-
uary One Thousand Nine Hundred and
Thirteen.

' WHEREAS, at the present session of the Gen-
eral Assembly an act was passed submitting to
the voters Lincoln County the auestlon ot Is
suing bonds for road Improvement, the electloa
to be held on the 4th day of March, 1913, after a
nouce oi miriy oays; ana,

WHEREAS. !y virtue of said ant. an elpctlna .

has been ordered to bo held on March 4th 1913, '
and due notice of said election has been glvea
by the Board of Commissioners of Lincoln
County; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed right and proper
that the question as to whether said bonds shall
be issued, shall be determined by a majority of
those voting in said election,

NOW TUKKKFORB, The General Assembly
of North Carolina do enact:

Section!. That the former bill be amended
by striking out of lines thirteen and fourteen in
section nine the words "the voters of i.lncol
County qualified to vote," and inserting In lie
tnereor the wordsi "those voting," and this
amendment shall control and apply to all pro--
visions of the former bill wherever the same
may be relevant, so as to Drovlde that the elec
tion shall be determined by a majority of tha
votes cast.

Section 2. That notice of this amnnilirinnt
shall be published In the newspapers in Lincola
County, immediately after the passage of this
But. u" uDiu uih Nam election on me rourt
day of March 1918, and such notice shall be
deemed stiflicient for a valid election on said
day, under the statute as amended. '

Sections. If any act shall be passed at this
or any subsequent session of the General As-
sembly authorizing the state to loan money to .

tun l uiiuut-t- i iu am in Duuaing or improvingpublic roads, taking county bonds as collateral
for said loan, then the board of county com- - .

mlssloners of Lincoln Countv are hnrnhv an-- Sl

tborlzed and empowered to avail themselves of
the privileges and benefits ot any such act.
Section 4. This act shall be in force from and
after Its ratification. Ratified .this 25ih day of'February 1913.

Under and by virtne of ft decree of
the Superior Court of Lincoln County
In special proceedings, entitled, I). A.
McNeely, Administrator of Eliza
Goode, deceased, Plaintiff, vs J. C,
Willis and others, defendants, I wilt
for tho purpose of making assets far
the payment of debts of said intestate,
sell at publio auction at the Countv
Court House door in the town of n.

North Carolina, at 12 o'clock
M., on

Saturday the 29th day of March J9J3

that certain tract or parcel of land
situate, lying and being in North
Brook township in the county of Lin-
coln and State of North Carolina, ad-

joining the lands of Marion Greenhill,
William Baker, Francis Barnes and
John King, Beginning at a pine and
running South 62 W 100 poles to post
oak; thence N 28 W 160 poles to a
black oak; thence N 62 E 10Q poles to a
black oak; thence to the beginning,
containing 100 acres, more or less, and
being the home place of the late Frank
lln Goode and wife Eliza Goode.

Terms of sale one-thir- d (J) cash,
balance upon a credit of four (4) and
eight (8) months, equal payments, de-

ferred payments to be secured by seal-
ed notes or bonds of the purchaser or
purchasers bearing interest from date
of confirmation at the rate of 6 per
cent per annum and the title reserved
until purchase money is all paid.

This 19th dav of February 1913.
D. A. McNeely, Administrator, .tc,

R. L. Sigmon, Attorney.
, .- ...; .. f 21 4t

North Carolina, 1 Superior Court,
As of April Term

Lincoln County 1 . 1913
In the Matter of Flay Mercantile Com

pany; '

Whereas on the 13th day of February
1913, upon the application of Flay
Mercantile Company, a corporation, its
president, secretary and directors join-
ing therein showing that said corpora
tion was insolvent and that there was
iminent danger of the assets thereof
becoming lost, William Hull was ap
pointed temporary receiver of said cor
poration by His Honor James L. Webb
resident judge Of the 12th Judicial
District and then holding the Courts
therein. Now, therefore, all persons,
interested as creditors or otherwise are
notified to appear before his Honor
James L. Webb Judge of the 12th
Judicial District, at Shelby, on the
8th day of March 1913 and show cause
if any they have why said receivership
should not be made permanent That
a copy of this order be published in
both newspapers published in Lincoln
County, viz. Lincoln County News
and Lincoln County Times until said
date.

This 20th February 1913.
F. L. Hoyle,

Clerk Saperior Court Cleveland Coun
ty. . f 25

RAILROAD SCHEDULE.

SEABOARD AIR LINE PASSENGER

Schedule Effective J2;01 p, m. January
5th, 1913.

Train No. 48 Eastbound Due 8:52
a. m.

Train No. 132 Eastbound Due 6:16
P.- -

'

Train No. 133 Westbound Due 12:06
p. m.

Train No. 47 Westbound Due 6:45
p. m.

CAROLINA & NORTH-VESTER-

Schedule Effective 12:01 'p. m. Sunday

November 24th, J9J2

NORTH BOUND

Train No. 10 Daily Passenger Due
10:26 a. m.

Train No. 8 Saturdays only. Passen
ger Due 6:81 p. m. . .

Train No. 62 (Mixed) Daily except
Sundays- - Due 6:40 a. m. Local Freight

SOUTH BOUND

Train No 9 Daily Passenger Doe
3:43 p. m.

Train No. 7 Mondays only, (Passen- -

ger) Due 5:33 a. m.
Train No. 63 Daily except Sunday

(Mixed) Due 4:20 p.m. Local Freight
Train No. 8 liv. Gastonia 0.4U p, m

" Lincolnton 6.31 p. m
- " Newton - 7.08 p. m

" Hickory . 7.40 p. m
Ar. Lenoir 8.40 p, m

Train No. 7 Lv. Lenoir - 7.80 a. m
' Hickory 8.27 a. m" Newton 8.50 a. m

-. " Liacolnton 9.27 a. m
.- v- Ar, Gastonia 10.25 a. m

Train No. 50 Lv. Hickory 7.05 a. m
Ar. Lenoir 8.40 a. m

Train No. 51 Lv, Lenoir 2.45 p. m
Ar.. Hickory 4.20 p. m

G. W. MARTIN, Ticket Agent

PIEDMONT & NORTHERN LINES

The Great Electric System of the South

Schedule of Passenger trains between
Gastonia and Charlotte, N. C:
Lv, Gastonia .. - Ar. Gastonia
No, 2 7 a. m No. 1 7:53 a. m.

4 8:15 ' " 3 9:15 "
810:15"- -

10:50 7 11:40 " -

10 11:45 e 12:40 p.m
12 U:50 p m. n 2:00 "
16 2:30 ' 15 8:30 "
18 3:30 17 4:30 "
20 5:00 19 5:85 "
22 6:30 21 7:30 "
24 8:45 23 9:45 "" 26 10:55 25 11:55 "

Direct connection at Gastoni 1. C,
with all trains of the Carolina and
North-Wester- n R. R. Company.

Througb tickets sold at all points on
and N-- Railroad.

E. O. Jennings, C. V. Palmer,
Commercial Agt. . G. P. A.

Gastonia, N. C Charlotte, N. C.

0--

Are You in Arrears 7m jrirar saWiijrtlg T Tnfasow
WE NEED THE MONEY

o - 0

refused to be operated
on, the morning I heard
about Cardui," writes Mrs.

Elmer Sickler, of Terre
Haute, Ind. "I tried Car-du- i,

and: it helped me
greatly. Now, I do my own
washing and ironing."

mm
The Woman's Tonic

Cardui is a mild, tonic
remedy, purely vegetable,
and acts in a natural 'man-

ner on the delicate, woman-

ly constitution, building
up strength, and toning up

hi the nerves. In the past 50
years. Cardui has helped
more than a million women.
You are urged to try it,

because we are sure that
it will do you good.

At all drag stores.

"1 "don't know that I've any busi
ness telling you," said Miss Cox, as
he debated with herself whether or

not she w as talking too much, "but I
am as anxious as anybody to find out
what's become of Charlie Rouser, and
from what I've seen of you I guess
you're a sight more likely to find him
than Jim Dobbs, the constable. If I
wasn't sure in my own mind that Char
lie hadn't done nothing out Of the way,
I don't know as I'd even be telling
you about it. But since you've asked
me, I guess I will."

She hesitated, studying my face as
if trying to read there whether or not
I meant harm to the missing post-
master. I tried not tp exhibit undue
interest, though Inwardly I felt quite
jubilant. I was certain that J was on
the track of important revelations.

"Let me see," she continued, "it was
a week ago Tuesday no, it was Wed-

nesday, for I went over to my sister's
Tuesday and Mr. Rouser left word
for me, and I found it waiting for me
when I came back. He asked me to
come over and take the office for the
day. I was surprised when I come
over here to open up to find bim here,
for I'd understood that he was going
to be gone all day. He explained that
he didn't have to go till after the mall
was in, and he stayed here and helped
me sort. There was a lot-o- f mall
that day, people round here are great
for answering advertisements and get-

ting circulars. Besides that, some of
them concerns have got
hold of o-- .i telephone Subscribers
book and there's always a lot of min-
ing stock letters. There was no less
than four good-size- d bundles of letters
from New York. Rouser was sorting

the letters and I was handling the
second class and the papers. I got
through with that and picked up the
last bundle of letters. In it was no
less than six letters addressed to Lock
Box 17. 'Seventeen's rented at last,
says I, thinking it funny that I didn't
know the name on them, Henry Mal-

colm Stewart. Who's got it? 'I'll take
charge of them,' says be, taking the
letters right out of my hand before I
had a chance to look at the postmarks
or anything. I noticed, too, that he
didn't put them in the box, but jammed
them into his pocket along with a lot
of other letters he had. I couldn't
say who the other letters was ad-

dressed to, for I didn't get a chance
to see them. They might have been
his own, for all I know. But I couldn't
help thinking that the only reason he'd
waited till the mail was distributed
was to get hold of them Lock Box 17
letters. As soon as he got them he
went away, and he didn't come back
tiH. after closing time." :

'

"Have you any idea where he went?"
"When I come over here that day I

supposed he was going to the city, but
a few minutes after he left the office I
saw him driving past in one of the
livery rigs." "v- r'--V ' "

'Which direction did he. go?" I
asked, feeling more and more Bure
that I had struck the right trail. In
all probability this young fellow In the
post-offic- e was merely an innocent tool
of CrandalLHe had driywi off some-
where to meet Crandall and give him
the Lock Box 17 letters, for I was con-

vinced that Stewart, was merely an
alias of the villain who had been send-
ing out the yellow letters. If I could
learn where the postmaster had gone
on this visit;"! might be able to find
him now.

''Every time Charlie Rouser goes
driving," uaid Miss . Cox, "he always
goes that way," indicating the opposite
direction from the station. "I shouldn't
be surprised in the leaBt. if he was
keeping company with some farmer's
daughter."

A sudden light came into her eyes
and a smile of satisfaction spread over
her face.- -. (. .v

"Land alive, I "never thought of it
before," she exclaimed, "but ..I'd bet
anything he's gone off to get mar-
ried." ,':;'V, i ' vu

"Hardly likely," said L "He wouldn't
go off and leave the office unguarded
without., telling jiny .jme. And.. h

He generally keeps it over there in
the corner, and it ain't there now.1

"It might be up at his boarding- -

house."
"It might be," said Miss Cox.
It came to me that if Davis had

thought it worth while to go to the
Widow Smith's to make inquiries, it
might be worth my while, too. After
asking Miss Cox for directions, I told
her I was going to pee if Rouser's
wheel was missing, nr.d made my way
up one of the Eid streets to the
boardlng-houso- . Davis' visit evidently
had ruffled tha widow. I found her
in anything but a communicative
mood.

"If you're another of those detec
tive men coming prying around here,"
she said, "you might just as well get
out. I've said all I'm going. to say,
and that's all there is to it."

"Please don't mistake me for a de-
tective," I said as pleasantly as I
could. "I'm a friend of Miss Cox
down to the post-offic- e and we were
wondering whether Charlie had taken
his bicycle when he went away, and
Miss Cox thought you might know."

"If you're a friend of Jennie Cox,"
said Mrs. Smith, "I guess I'd be likely
to know it, being her own cousin and
knowing as well as I know my own
face that she hasrTt had a man friend
for eleven years, inr.o Aleck Thomp
son died. As for Cftlie Rouser going
away on his bicycle, I don't know
nothing about it. All I know is his
wheel ain't here, but he never kept
it here anyway. He always kept it
down to the post-office-

With that she slammed the door
in my face, but I went away well sat
isfied. As I walked down the dusty
path of the street toward
the hotel I reviewed all I had learned
and was delighted to think how
amazed Davis would be when I pre-
sented my facts gathered in the last
twenty-fou- r hours, which were these

Hugh Crandall was aware that we
were on his trail.

Unable to learn anything from Lou
ise over the telephone, he had dared
to go to the Farrlsh home.

He had so intimidated Louise that
she had asked me to withdraw at once
from the Inquiry. ,

Acting on her fears, he had persuad
ed her to accompany him to some
place in New Jersey.

Lock Box 17 was used for the mall
of some one who had taken the alias
of Henry Malcolm Stewart

All the mall that came to that ad
dress was taken care of by Charlie
Rouser, .the postmaster.

Rouser was in the habit of going
at frequent intervals "either on his
bicycle or in a buggy out on the road
that led away from the station.

Rouser, when he disappeared, un
doubtedly had gone away on his bi-

cycle.
Everything, to my mind, pointed to

his having gone to meet CrandalL
How to account for the fact thai

Rouser had not' returned was still a

poser to me, but as I reviewed Cran
dall's connection with the chain ol
persons who had been driven to deatl
I found myself believing that it wai

cot at all out of the range of possi
bility for Crandall to have made away
with Rouser for fear of betrayal. From
all I had learned about the missing
postmaster, I was convinced that he
was weak rather than vicious, and I
felt that he probably was an innocent
party to the nefarious plot of the yel
low letters. Davis story that it was a
crime of two persons, after all, was
only a theory. 'When the mystery was
cleared up I was positive that the only
criminal who would ,be uncovered
would be Hugh Crandall. I shuddered
as I recalled that Louise even now was
somewhere - with him, no- t- exactly
alone, to be sure, for the car was
driven by her chauffeur, but still it
was a most disconcerting thought

As I approached the hotel I saw a
buggy stop before it, the occupants of
which were Davis and the constable.
As Davis dismounted I heard him say.
to the constable:

"Tonight at eight." "

"111 be on hand, you bet," said the
constable as he drove off.

I quickened my steps and overtook
Davis just as he started up the stairs
to his room.

"I've got some great news for you,"
I whispered and went on up with him,

The minute he got into the room he
flung himself on the bed, as if utterly
worn out, and lighted a cigarette. I
had expected that he would be eager
to question me but this did not seem
to be the case."- - He lay there with eyes
half closed as if unaware of my pres
ence.

Annoyed as I was at his seeming in
difference, I was sure that when I told
him my amazing news about Crandall
and my discoveries about the post-
master he would be effectually,
aroused. I took it for granted that his
mood was due to despondency over
his failure to find either pf them.

"I have seen Hugh Crandall twice,
no, three times, today," I said by way
of beginning, "and I have found out
how Rouser went when he left the
post office".

"Yes," he said absent-mindedl-

"What's more," I cried impatiently,
"I know who had Lock Box No. 17. I
know what was done with the mall
that came to that address."

'r TO BE CONTINUED.

SUBSCEIBE FOR THE NEWS.

Sloan's Liniment is a quick
and reliable remedy for lame-

ness in horses and other farm
animals.

"Sloan's Liniment surpasses any
thins on earth for lameness in horses

5.. J .1 l :i i U

not sleep without it in my stable."
Maktim Doylb,

2 West liKh St., New York City.

Good (or Swelling and Abscess.
Mb. H. M. GlBB,of Lawrence, Kan.,

E.F. D., No. 3, writes: "1 bad a mare
with an abscess on ber neck and one
TOc. bottle of Sloan's Liniment entirely
cured her. I koxo it all the time for
galls and small swellings and for every-
thing . th fttjw.lf .

LOAMS
LINIMENT
is a quick and safe remedy
for hog cholera.

Governor of Ceorgia uses
Sloan's liniment for Hos: Cholera.

"I heard Got. Protrn (who !s qui te a
farmer) fay that ho had nwef lost a
nog trom caoli-r- a and ui:i& uia rem.ty
always was a tnblpspoonful of Sloan's
Liniment in a gallon of slops, dereaw
ing the dose as tho animal improved.
Last month Gov. Brown and myself
were at the Aurtenltnral Collepe
building and in the discussion of the
ravages of the dUeaso, Clov. Brown
gave the remedy named as unfailing."

"Obsebvkr."
Sataxnafi Daily News. .".

At All Dealers. 25c, 50c. & S1.C0.
Sloan's Book on Hmw, Cattle,

Hogs and Poultry sent free.

Address Dr. Earl 8. Sloan, Boston.

The

YELLOW
LETTER

BY

WILLIAM JOHNSTON
IBuMtrationt

BY

V. L. BARNES
'Ik Copyright lull, The bobbs-Merrt- ll Co.

So absorbed was I In my reflections
that I did not notice that the boat
had reached Its slip, and I was almost
the last to leave It. Just as I stepped
off the gang-plan- a huge machine
shot by me, giving me barely time to
catch a look at the occupants, but in
.that fleeting glimpse I recognized
them both.

It was Louise with Hugh Crandall

CHAPTER XI.

More Discoveries.
The worse the injury the less It

hurts at the moment. I once saw a
man with both legs cut off laughing
and joking with the men who pulled
him from under a car. Though he
died in ten minutes, I doubt If he suf-
fered half as much as if he had
bumped his head or had run a splinter
under Tils thumb-naiirI- t is when you
are mortally hurt and live that the
pain becomes so terrible.- -

In the few minutes I had had with
Louise I had not realized the depth of
the wound in my heart her conduct
toward me hod made. . Even when I
saw her dask away from me in an au-

tomobile, pained though I was that our
Interview should have been cut short,
I still did not comprehend what a ter-
rible blow it was that had befallen
me. It was the sight as I left the'ferry of the automobile dashing by,
with Louisethe. woman I loved
eeated beside Hugh Crandall, that
gave new poignancy to my pain, that
added to the fires of jealousy, that
made .me understand to the full the
dire import of what had happened.

Louise had lied to me.
Crandall had been in the house. She

had seen him. She had left me to
join him. She had even deserted her
helpless sister and her dying father
to go with him. And all the while her
lips had protested that no one had
been in the house but the doctors and
nurses, - --- - . -

as x pacea me piaircnn ana pacea
it back again, waiting two weary hours
for an Ardway train, as I sat for two
unending hours more In the long ride
through New Jersey, like a poisoned
knife, cutting my heart to shreds and
cutting the shreds again, the thought
kept coming back to me over and
over: "She lied to me."

Quarter a man alive, pour molten
metal Into his eyeballs, feed him salt
fish and cut off water, bury him alive
in quicklime, devise what torture you
will and double it, the, pain and agony
can not equal that which comes, to a
man who, believing in and trusting
and loving a woman with his whole
heart, is forced to admit to himself
that she has deceived him that she
has lied to him. In those awful hours
I came to know the seven hells. I
went through all of them."
'

Only one ray of comfort came to
me. As I had asked myself "Why did
she lie?" I found myself believing that
she had done so, not of her own free

for her dear ones, for me.
My duty to her, my duty to myself,

I reasoned,, demanded that I do my
utmost to solve the hideous mystery
and free her from the fear that I was
sure was responsible for her strange
actions. I swung off the train at Ard-
way and hastened to the hotel, eager
to tell Davis what I had learned about
the movements of Hugh Crandall, but
Davis was not there. All that I could
learn was that he had hired a horse
and buggy early In the morning and
had driven off in the direction taken
by Crandall the day before.

"If he is following Crandall's trail,"
said I to myself, "he is just a day too
late.":

So long as Davis was not about I
decided I might as well see if the miss
ing postmaster had been fouLu. as I
walked up the Street I could not help
thinking how dumfounded Davis would
be when he returned from his fruit-
less chase for Crandall and listened
to my tale of Crandall's actions. While
he had advised against my return to
the city, he would have to admit that
It had not been without result.

As I entered the post-offic- e I found
that Miss Cox was still in charge.
Approaching the letter window, I bade
her good afternoon and asked if there
was any news of the missing postmas-
ter, It was late in. the afternoon and
the last mail for the day having been
distributed, she sat crocheting. She
motioned to me to come around to
the rear door.

"How about It?" I asked as I en-

tered the office, "has anything been
heard of Rouser?"

She shook her head.
"That's about the eighty-nint- h time

I've answered that question to-da-

Seems like the whole town was la
here wanting to know."

"Has the post-offic- e inspector been
here?"

"He was in here this morning and
made just the routine examination. He

'Hat Anything , Been Heard of
Rouser?"

didn't ask no questions, though I un-

derstand he haa been sleuthing
around up to Widow Smith's, where
Charlie Rouser boards. If he's looking
for anything wrong with Charlie's ac
counts it's my private opinion that he
ain't going to find it. I've been all
over the books twice today and there
ain't anything out of the way."

"Have you any idea where all that
money came from that we found be-

hind the cash-drawer-

''No, and" I don't see that It's any of
iny affair. His books is right, and his
stamps and his stamped envelopes Is
all accounted for. Maybe be made It
In Wall street, or maybe somebody
left it there with him for'

Aa I recalled Davis parting lnstruo
tions to me When I had first come
out to Ardway, I was jnore and more
surprised that he had .not Investigat-
ed further at the post-offic- He had
seemed to think that the clue to the
whole mystery would be found there,
and he had particularly charged me
to find out to whom Lock Box No, 17
had been rented. I decided to ask
Miss Cox If she knew anything about It

"Seventeen has never been rented
as long as I have had, anything to do
with the office. It Is away off there
in the corner where it is hard td see
into. There's always been more
boxes than there was any call for. Not
one of them In the lower row ever has
been rented, even in summer, when
there's a lot of city folks out here."

"Do you ever remember of seeing
any mall addressed to that box?"

She worked Industriously at her
crocheting for a minute or two before
replying and then, putting it aside, said
thoughtfully: ',

'It's funny" that you should have
asked me that"

'JJVTiy?'! '
Let US
r ,

YQCRi.

SALS DILLS


