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LETTERS OF

T

prier to the date tha
wounds necessitating  his
e transfer to a Londowm how-
pital, ee of which was contained
in a brief cablegram received last
week by his family in Hillsboro.)

Sinco | wrote you last we have been

i

i

in the line and in one of the higgest
battles of the war. In fact, we broke
throagh the Hindenburg line, at its
stromgest point, 1t has always been

mnid that the Hindenbuig line was im-
pregnable, but this regiment of ours
surely proved that it wasn't. Our boys
fought like demons and like heroes
too, and North Carolina and their di-
vision may well be proud of them,
not one faltered and not one seemed
to know what fear was. !

One day last week everything was
moving along smoothly and we were
having absolute quiet and peace—ex-
cept for a hard day’s work each day,
and we didn't mind that—when sud-
denly everything seemed to be in con-
fasion. Orderlies were running here
and there, and soom orders came in
saying we were to move to——, near|
the front, a6 nine P, M. This mowit,
an all night trip by train or by lor-i
ries. We had already -been told.we'
were proparing to take some part of}
a strong line. !

Well, we traveled all night on mo-|

FROM OUR SOLDIERS

INTEREST

| that the Germans occupied less than .l

before we got there, but you!

‘couldn't tell they had ever been there, |

for they left so hurriedly, they didn't|
have tme to destroy everything as|
they usually do.
ther lieutenant and | were billeted in
a chatenu, with & hundred rooma to it.
At one time it must have heen very
elegant, but had been neglected since|
the war started. There wer two huge!

store towers, hetween wheih the
‘hateaun was bulit. These towers wra|
built in the 12th century, and even|
toddany are in perfect condition, The
stables were built of stone, and look- |

ed large enough to accommulate five |
or six hundred horses and thousands
of tons of hay.—Reprinted from the
Greenaboro News.

Letter from Corp Richard C. Wood-
ruff in France to his mother, whe
lives at Elkin, N, C.

Somewhere in France.
Oct. 12, 1918.
Dear Mother:

It is time to write you agnin, [ hope
this finds you all well, and not wor-
ring about me. You havent n.nyl
enuse to worry now from the looks of
the papers. We get a New York Her-
old printed in Paris every day for
five centa, [ eman read the French
papers too and all the news is exact
here and we ean depend on them.

I am in better heart today than I
have been in a long time, although 1

In one place ane-|

tor busses, and reached our desti- haven't hear from you forsevaraldays
nation about six miles behind the and ita doubtful if I see a lettar soon
line. Heore we rested for a couple of for I am not with my company now.

enemy from all sides. At dawn on]
Sunday, October the heaviest ar-|
tilery ana machine gun barmage that
has ever been laid in this war opened.
1 was lying in a shell hole just in.
front of my platoon when it opened,|
and mever have | heard such a terri-
fic noise. You couldn’t hear a man
shout, standing right next to you.
For a minute | was paralyzed for I
had never witnessed such a barrage.
There were guns in such namber
that one gun was firing on each yard
of our front and millions of rounds
of maeline gun bullets were fired.
And then we advanced—slowly at
first, for the tanks had come up, and
we were to follow them. There was a|
{fog in the bottom and the smoke from |
the shells made it impossible to see
more than five yards in front. lﬂl"
few seconds, 1 forgot all sbout the,
shells Fritz was begining to throw|
all around us. We pushed on captur-
ing all kind of Boche, and by eleven
A. M., we had reached our objective—
four miles away, i
Here we held for two days, when
we were relieved. We had bursted |
the Hindenburg line! We had also en-|

We are hearing good news now.
Bulgaria has surrendered and Turkey
will follow, soen. The end is cer-
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of sh3ll boles, about eight o'clock with!
rain falling heavily. 1 found a truek
and slept in it all night with only mr]
overcoat for protection,

We are cooking over an open fire
and sometimes sleeping in ‘pup’ tents.|
My Nome right now i+ a shell hole|
with a piece of canvan rtretched over|
it. We sre going back into the line,|
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, stands.
-|and bring me back to you.

‘home in Reims
'and

I am taking off a few days for a

want to have plenty of sweets, for
wa ean't get anything sweet nt all
over here. A quart of jam over here
will bring $2.00 easily. [ paid $1.00
for one-half pounds of cake: amd was:
very glad to get them.

We get to see air battles evéry once
in a while and they are very pretty.
Mr. Hon allways gets the worst of it

I have been a little sick, but am
well at the present. | am feeling just
fine. Just to show you how well snd
strong I am | hiked 28 miles the other
night with my pack and full equip-
ment, about 90 lbs., and climbed sev-
eral mountains. 1| made it just as
good as anybody in my company.

Mother your letters nre a great
comfort to me, and so is your good
advice. If it wasn't for your faith
my hopes of returning would have
long since fled but something seems
to tell me that if 1T wait long mough,‘
that T will see you all again. I am|
on the front.

Mother, 1 think that my faith has
been sufficiently tried and it stills
I expect it to carry me thru
Be goad
May God bless

and write all you can.
you all.

Letters from Wade Hatcher, in
France to his mother, Mrs. T. D. Hat-
cher, Mount Airy.

My dear Mother:
Although 1 have not heard from
you all in some little time now, I
will write you a few lines this even-
ing to let you know tha! | am well
I hope that this will find you all
1 am still working in the can-
A French family lives in the
that the canteen is in
madame helps us in the can-
serving lemonade. Her hus-
a French officer.
Reims bef
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he.says that he is going to Amer-

iea after the war. He was home last
week on a furlough. He is a fine ar-|
lin.u\dlnduwnunlahﬁcuml
for us while he was here. All lhl{
French people are very kind angd
courteous to us. l
I am having quite n time learning
to speak the language, but | am not|
making much progress. | am khul-i

1y like one of the negro soldiers sta-
- Wa bave been in towns recently|tioned near hers. “I speak French hear from me.
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kind they npnkl

Sept. 10, 1018. |

poifeetly bue not the
over here.”

Dear Mother:

1 received your letter of the fpurth
of August Saturday. [ also received
two copies of The Mount Airy News.
I had already read the one for July
the seventeenth but I had not read the'
ong for the twenty-fifth. T don't see
why you have not received more of
my mail, as | wrote to you twice while
I was in Engiand and have written

every week since | have been in/
France. It has been ruining here
for the last two or three days. b!

I believe that if the Allies will keep|
up their good worle for two or three
more months that the Kaiser will
come to his knees, don't you? I am
still working in the canteen and hav-|
ing a good time as we are not open
but 4 hours a day during the woek
and two hours on Sunday. Of course

Sept. 23, 1918.
Dear Mother:

Although [ have not received any
letters from you in some little time
now | will write you a few lines this,
evening. [ received The Mount Airy
News Saturday. .

Yesterday evening Mr. Hoy, one of
the “Y" secretarien made arrange-
ments for a Ford car and the eanteen
force went out for & drive. Mr. Hoy
could not drive the car himself, so |

the car every Sunday that the wut&-l
er is favgeable. It seems like a waste
of gasoline for us te go out pleasure
riding especially when | know that
some of the cities in the states have|

cut out pleasure riding on Bundays, the American Expeditionary Forceand has won

but Hoy says that he thinks we de-
serve a little pleasure as we are in the
canteen nearly all the time and are,
denied the plensuras that most of |
the boys get.. Jomes Roberts one of
the boys from the 106th died at the
hospi.c]l near here one day Inst week.

>

Great Organizations Which Are
Helping to Keep Up the Morale
of Fighting Millions Unite in
Campaign for $170,500,000. |

With milllons of American men o8
war fronts, |n training camps and om
the sens and with thousands of Amert- '
can women on ‘oreign soll, all engaged
in the stupendous task of making the
m-un-a—uw.o-h_u.
develves upon those who remain in
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braries and writing rooms. More then
7,000 men and women had been sent
overseas or approved for overseas

work by early autumn and 3,822 were

serving In American camps at home.
Y. M. C. A. huts are the canteens of

are the theatres where the American
entertalners, sent over by the “Y.” ap-
Noted American public men and |
clergymen speak In the huts. Classes '
are conducted there. Milllons of letters
are written there on paper provided
free by the “Y.” Physieal directors of
the “Y" teach and spread mass ath-|

i

He was sick only a week. He was in  joticn, psing material furnished free

Co. A, from Raleigh. \

(",htu-r from James W. Gant to hin|

mother, Mrs. Maggif Gant, of Mount' .

%Hm: !
| write you a few lines to let

entertalnment and reading these
you know that I am well. w.m.l---dm
good trip across. We had sbout three! The T. W. C. A's ogtstanding con-
bad days and the winds were very m”m-:;.ml“m“ I-Il}‘
high, but it did not amount to much. w“-“hﬂf
We did not see any submarine and| oo caiior may peceive his . wife,
had no trooble at all. Mamma, be-| yyier or swestheart in (he surround-
hﬂ.ﬁhhmmmwuwr“wdﬂm'
here. The tcenery here is some-| homes
thing to look st after coming from the| The Na Catholle Coeunell
States. The farms over here are all| Co-otdinates ¥ Catholle wel ':".‘
small, but they raise & great amount| 10 ﬂ{:m‘“
of food. They have funny houses over mhumm-:m Aot
here, they are all old. Mamma I have a8 having
got some money, a little, but| centres Ia France and

I do not know how much I have, Ha!}.

I will have a great story to tell you
when 1 get
Walker and Eugene Smith and Ser.
geant Joe Haynes Tell Sheriff Hay-
nea that we are all together, Mama
you can give this letter to Editor

Johnson, and be can print it if hel

wants to so that all my friends ean

back. 1 am with Captain|’

the thousands of American women
in war work overseas—signal corps
o P s, MDurses and’
French munition workefs. It provides
cafeterias, rest and recrea |

hane

| erectsd and

\Viciors
=

|

Prance at (he beglinlfig of autumn '
with 400 more passed hy the govern |
ment and 200 others signed up. Al
the same date they had 468 secretadios |
in American training camps, 150 bulld
fngs, fifty-sizx more In the course ol
erection and contracts let for MAfYy
mure,

War Camp Community Service
functions exclusively in Americs, Ity
special mission being to "surround the
eamps with bospitality.” In place of
Jeaving the soldler or sallor to the

companions and diver
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bulldings.
The Sal

workers,
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Its 501 huots,
ars popular ga
soldiers. The
vation lassies In b
given to the men
areund world
Artay gave forty-four
the American and Allles’
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forty feet below ground, in cow-barns
where shrapnel had blown parts of
the roof away, as well as In the sub
stantial huts and tents far hack from
the fAring line.

“T have found them In hospitals and

| dressing stations: In seattered villages

in the training area where our men are
billeted and even in the remote parts
of Frunce where the forestry units are
earrying out their lonely, but afficient
and essential work. Your books are In

|continual demand from the time the

sold'ern arrive In camp In Americes
until they come back home after serv-
lee gver there"

THe A. L. A library service has
grown tremendously within the past
few months and milllons of books
have been distributed whersver sol

| diers and sailors are quartered, on ses

or land.

may the

What Lieut. Dawson says of the Y.
W. C. A. ba might have said of all the
pational organizations which are com-

odd gathering—one admiral, a bishop,
a Preshyterian minister, a Roman
Catholie priest, a doctor, an ensign,
one civillun and myself.”™

First Victory Boy's Work.

~Say, I'm wise to you, all right” »
Western Unlon messenger boy whis
to one of the directors
War Work

I
|
T

|

g ;[5
i]’i{
1
¢
TR

3
i

141
3t

|

i
:%EE
i
i

!

i
e

|
{

i
t
i
1:3
iid




