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North Carol ma's Language
(By Bion H. Butler)

NEVER get much excited over the persistent claim of many ofI the North Carolina folks that this state comes nearest to having
pure Anglo-Saxo- n blood of any of the states in the Union, for

to me it has been a difficult job to cipher out what pure blood really
is. With the Scotch surrounding us here in the upper end of the
Cape Fear valley, and the German stock predominating in the coun-
ties one or two removes to the west, and the sprinkling of Hugue-
nots and mixed blood from the French and Swiss borders of the
Palatinate in various sections we wander considerably from Anglo-Saxo- n

purity, if there is any such thing as pure Anglo-Saxo- n, which
is a complex mixture in itself.

Nevertheless, the sentiment of the thing is sound. What North
Carolina has is one of the best blends of American blood that has
been established in this country. United States is the language
talked in North Carolina. It may be sandpapered a little by indif-

ference in hitting the "r" its full strength, and in toying with
syllables that could be emphasized a little more, but it is United
States, or perhaps it might be said, American English. In the
thirty years since I have been acquainted with North Carolina I
have never had occasion to try to do a pantomime conversation with
anybody in any language but the one we both understood. That
makes it nice. Years ago I was a printer in the territorial printing
office in Santa Fe, New Mexico. I set type in Spanish there until
I grew to like chili con carne and could eat red pepper like a native.
Up in Michigan a court clerk tried to persuade me to help him
decipher a deed written in French that was on his records, and a
Frenchman in Northern New York one day undertook to tell me
a long story about having swallowed a mosquito and being afraid
it would kill him, and it took me an hour for my simple American
comprehension of French to get into my head that he was to be

"mort" because he had taken a drink at a spring that was rather live-

ly with meat as well as drink. In Pennsylvania I was lost on a coun-

try road one day, and all the information I could get as to the course
out of the strange territory was from a Pennsylvania Dutchman, and
I don't know to this day what he was trying to say. In Nevada I
lived at a hotel conducted by a Swiss, and he had a Chinese cook.

The Chinaman learned English from the Swiss and the style of his

speech was as picturesque as anything I have ever encountered. A
Swiss man is not the handiest fellow with the English language,
and when a Chinaman gets the dialect second hand, through a
language like the Swiss which is a mixture of German, French,
Italian and Romansch, he has a peach of a tongue.

In Massachusetts 67 per cent, of the white population is foreign

born or born of foreign parents. In North Carolina less than 1

per cent, of the white population is foreign born or born of foreign

parents. North Carolina has the smallest percentage of foreign

born or of foreign parentage of any state in the Union. And that
is one of the nicest things in this big American republic. Wherever
you go in this state you can talk to anybody you fall in with. No

matter who it is or where in North Carolina, unless a stranger trek-

king through, he can talk to you in a language you understand, and

that gives the world a breadth that you realize only when you think
of your loneliness in some places in other states where your com-

panions for the time may have been addicted to any of the forty or

fifty different languages spoken in the North.

North Carolina is growing to be a state active in manufacturing.
But in all the big mills and factories but one language is heard.

Any sign posted by the foreman can be read by every one in the mill

when printed in the one language, United States English. Every
worker can talk to his fellow-work- er in the common tongue of both.

Employer and worker in the North know what a decided advantage

that is. And what is more, where every one talks American English
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Early
Reservations
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H

Saw
A "perfectly charming" English Inn in
the glorious, out-of-do- Land of the
Sky. Real Southern hospitality, home-

like informality, perfect service, concen-

trated comfort. An "all the year" resort
for pleasure and sport exclusively. Horse
back riding. Finest of motor roads.

Perfect Golf in a Perfect Climate
Two le courses The Ashevtlle, and the Nev

Biltmore Forest Country Clubs

ALBERT H. MALONE, Manager
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LIFT THE LATCH TEA ROOM
Pinebluff, North Carolina

TEA SERVED EVERY AFTERNOON
LUNCH AND DINNER BY APPOINTMENT

Telephone H. P. LITTLE

OSANN'S
IMPORTED AND FIFTH AVENUE BLOUSES

KERCHIEFS, KNITTED OUTERWEAR
BATIK SCARFS, SMOCKS, GOWNS

GREENWICH VILLAGE NOVELTIES

Princess Theatre Building, Southern Pines, N. C.

ERE'S your opportunity to own a Southern home artistic
enough to suit the most fastidious, together with a peach
orchard large enough to make a good business investment.

FIRLEIGH FARMS

An ideal country home and peach orchard for sale.

The desire to own an country house has, in many
instances, been offset by the high upkeep cost of such a place.
Firleigh Farms has to offer, in addition to a beautiful Dutch
Colonial twelve-roo- m country home with all modern appointments,
150 acres bearing peaches.

Firleigh Farms' home place, located one mile north of Southern
Pines and Weymouth Heights, is the site of Firleigh House, and
has several tenant dwellings and barns, 150 acres orchard and
pasture land, 30 of which are set in peaches. This place is offered
for $50,000.00.

The main Firleigh orchard is located on the Southern Pines
Pinehurst Boulevard near the Mid-Pin- es Country Club, and con-

tains 110 acres seven-year-o- ld trees, and 100 acres undeveloped
land. Price, $70,000.00.

Firleigh House is offered for sale or for rent. Rent for season,
$1,500.00.

For particulars and further information, address

S. B. RICHARDSON, Real Estate and Insurance
Southern Pines, North Carolina


