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Housing department program aims at diversity
By Phuong Ly
Staff Writer

For many years, black students have
feltuncomfortable livingon North Cam-
pus.

The University housing department
has been trying to change that through
the Residence Hall Association Diver-
sity Program.

The four-year program, which was
implemented last fall,encourages black
students living on South Campus to
move to North Campus.

The program’s goal is to create a
more diverse, open community by help-
ing to break down the self-segregation
patterns of campus housing, said Anne
Presnell, associate director for special
programs with the University Depart-
ment of Housing.

Typically, about 20 to 30 percent of
the students in South-campus dorms are
black, compared to about 7 percent in
North-campus dorms.

Over the years, a pattern of self-
segregation emerged as black students
developed a sense of community on

South Campus and passed the word on
to their friends and family members
who were coming to UNC, Presnell
said.

At the same time, many white stu-
dents were directed to dorms on North
Campus, where their family members
may have lived, Presnell said.

She hopes the program will dissolve
stereotypes about the regions ofcampus

so students would make housing deci-
sions that are not based solely on their
skin color.

“We want there to be a natural com-
munity developing that is a combina-
tion of all the kinds of folks we have on
this campus,” she said.

The program presently has 44 par-
ticipants livingin seven North- and Mid-
campus dorms that traditionally have a

low percentage ofblack students.
Each year, 135 spaces are allotted for

diversity program participants. Fifteen
spaces are available in each of the fol-
lowing North and Mid-campus dorms:
Alexander, Grimes, Kenan, Lewis,
Manly,Mclver, Ruffin, Stacy and Win-
ston.

See DIVERSITY, page 5
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Alexander Dormitory has 15 spaces allotted for the Diversity Program
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Be one of the first 500 students to pre-lease furniture for fall and
we’U give you 20% off your first month’s rent.

Ifyou want to make a good impression this year, there’s a
class you should register for, no matter what your major. It’s the
class you’llget from Cort Furniture Rental.

Not only does our furniture look smart, renting it is
smart. You get to choose the style ofname-brand furniture you
want. It won’t strain your student budget. And it saves you the
hassle and expense ofmoving the old stuff that’s been sitting
around your folk’s atticback and forth each semester.

We also rent TVs, VCRs, microwaves, and other
kitchen essentials, plus bedroom and bathroom linens.

So call your nearest Cort showroom and get the kind of
class you won’t find in a course registration booklet.

CORT
FURNITURE RENTAL

Raleigh: 1820 New Hope Church Rd. , 919-876-7550
Durham: 5400 Chapel Hill81vd.,919-493-2565 • ChapelM: 919-929-5075
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