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CITY

\.C. nearing deadline for waste dump plan
By Kelly Ryan
Associate Editor

IfNorth Carolina does not complete
studies of two possible radioactive waste
dump sites by the end of the year, it
could be left on its own to store radioac-
tive waste.

North Carolina must file a site appli-
cation with the state Division of Radia-
tion Protection by Dec. 31 as part of its
membership in the Southeast Compact,
an association of eight Southeastern
states that jointlydispose of waste on a
20-year rotating cycle.

Ifthe state does not determine a site
fora waste dump by then, the Barnwell,
S.C., waste facility will close its bor-
ders to North Carolina’s waste.

Chem-Nuclear, a Raleigh-based com-
pany contracted by the state, is studying
two possible sites —one in Richmond
County and the other in Chatham-Wake
counties, just 10 miles southeast of
Pittsboro and 25 miles outside the Tri-
angle area.

Chrystal Stowe, the director of pub-
lic information at the N.C. Low-level
Radioactive Waste Authority, said be-
ing excluded from the compact would

be detrimental for the state.
The authority was created in 1987 to

build and maintain a dump by order of
the Southeast Compact.

“The development costs are being
paid by eight states, not North Carolina
alone,” Stowe said. “The total facility
development costs are about $153 mil-
lion. The North Carolina General As-
sembly might find it difficult to come
up with that money.”

Being a member of the Southeast
Compact is beneficial for North Caro-
lina because membership allows states
to exclude the waste from non-member
states in its dump facilities, Stowe said.

IfNorth Carolina builds a facility by
1994, the S.C. dump willclose in 1996.

South Carolina currently houses one of
two low-level radioactive waste dumps
in the United States.

Stowe said there was a strong possi-
bility that Chem-Nuclear would be re-
quired to conduct more tests ?t the
Chatham-Wake site.
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She added that by July or August, the
authority would be able to determine
whether additional testing was neces-
sary. “We are currently on schedule, but
additional testing could put us behind.”

Dayne Brown, director of the Divi-
sion of Radiation Protection, said the
division was responsible for approving
the plans for testing the site and issuing
the permit for the facility to be built.

“With respect to the Chatham-Wake
site, we have recently advised Chem-
Nuclear that the work done so far was
not sufficient,” he said.

When Chem-Nuclear applies for a
permit to build the dump, they have to
show that they have enough informa-
tion toprove a given site would be safe.
“Ifthey reach a decision we don’t ac-
cept, we would use that same informa-
tion to bat them down,” Brown said.

Chem-Nuclear is responsible for de-
termining that ifthere were some sort of
leakage it would not affect the people
living near the site.

Roger Hannah, Chem-Nuclear com-
munity relations manager, said there
were a number offractures in the rock at
the Chatham-Wake site but added that it
was characteristic of the rock in North
Carolina. A lot of the fractures have
been filled in with material over mil-
lions of years, he said.
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“We have to prove ultimatelythat the
fractures didn’t travel far enough to
really have a major influence on the
ground water flow,” Hannah said.

“We’re confident that the site is lic-
ensable, as is the Richmond site.”

Hannah said the Division of Radia-
tion Protection was recommending that
Chem-Nuclear test the site again to be
confident in the safety of the site.

Stowe said that ifno additional tests
were needed, the authority would have
a clear indication of the long-term suit-
ability ofeach site by early October.

The idea of a radioactive waste dump
in North Carolina’s backyard has
prompted environmental protection
groups across the state to team up and
lobby against it.

The activist groups, such as the
Chapel Hill-based Love Your Mother
and the Chatham County-based North
Carolina Ground Zero, have proposed
that waste-producing companies store
waste above-ground on their own prop-
erty like companies in Canada.

Environmentalists charge that this
would put responsibility into the hands
of the companies that produce waste
rather than the tax-paying public.

Figures from a 1991 study by the
U.S. Department of Energy indicate
that utilities represent 48 percent of the
waste sent to commercial storage sites
in North Carolina. Almost 42 percent
comes from industries, 8.6 percent from
academic sources, 1.4 percent from the
government and less than 0.1 percent
from medical sources.

“What these figures show is that utili-
ties are responsible for the majority of
the waste,” said Debi Bird, founder of
Love Your Mother.

Bird said the environmental and ani-
mal protection organization had taken
its grassroots movement to the state
capital. “We’re educating legislators
and, on a regular basis, going up to
Raleigh and knocking onall 174 doors,”
she said. “It’s going to be the nation’s
largest dump, and all have leaked.”

But Brown said the state would build
the dump above-ground, and that it was

not feasible to propose that utility com-
panies each operate their own facilities.
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“What guarantee do you have that
the utility company will have enough
money to take care of it forever?”

Brown said that even ifthe compa-
nies that produced the waste stored it
themselves, they also would have to go
through the lengthy process of deter-
mining the site’s suitability.

“Those entities that create the waste
foot thebill upfront,” he said. “Ipay my
electric bill to (Carolina Power and
Light), and I guess as a rate-payer I pay
for it. Ultimately, the people pay for
everything.”

Brown said that ifthe dump were to
leak, the authority would collect enough
money from waste-generating compa-
nies to deal with unforeseen events.

Hannah said that if there were small
waste dumps scattered throughout the
state, the chances of leakage would in-
crease because small sites would not
have the resources to handle environ-
mental problems.

“From a safety standpoint, it makes
sense to have as few sites as possible,”
he said. “Idon’t think anyone wants the
local hospital to handle a small amount
of waste.”

Bird said legislators had been very
responsive to environmental protests,
but that some of the legislators were
new and needed to be educated about
the issues.

“Why should you and I be respon-
sible for disposing the waste of nuclear
companies? They’re private industries,”
she said.

Matt McConnell, chairman of N.C.
Ground Zero, which formed in protest
of this issue, said states across the United
States were members of similar regional
compacts. Two other regional compacts
have failed to go ahead with selecting
new dump sites.

North Carolina then is the only state
proceeding with its compact’s plan,
putting it in danger ofbecoming a na-
tional dumping ground, McConnell said.

“The federal government, ifan emer-
gency situation occurs to where they
didn't have adequate facilities, they
could call a national emergency and
federalize the dump,” he said. “It’sa
hypothetical, but with other states bow-
ing out, it could become a reality.”

McConnell said each state should be
responsible for its own waste.

“What the (waste) generators want is
to get this material off their property
and get their hands clean of it,”he said.

“Iwould be willingto pay whatever
it takes on an individual level —a

month of electric bills,” he said. “It
would give me a piece of mind toknow
it was a smaller dump.”
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Businesses stay open
despite phone outage
By Yi-Hsin Chang
Editor

Although many Chapel Hill mer-

chants lost business during die three-
day phone outage last week, most were
able to cope with the loss of phone
service.

“We chose to stay open because it
would’ve been a big inconvenience
for our customers in the mall,” said
Betty Jones, assistant branch manager
of Central Carolina Bank near Univer-
sity Mall. “We managed to do every-
thing manually. The public was very
understanding.”

About4,3oo Southern Bell custom-

ers in the northeast part of town lost
phone service June 1 when workers
installing a sewer line cut two phone
cables and damaged another. Two
cables were left intact after the work-
ers realized thecables werephonelines.

By noon Friday, Southern Bell had
reconnected thecables, and customers
again were able to let their fingers do
the walking.

Southern Bell spokesman Mark
Collins said some customers com-
plained about the phone outage but
were cooperative.

“We’ve had a lot of customers
who’ve been as upset as we’ve been
since this outage,” he said. “Inmost
cases, customers understand the chal-
lenges we faced and just didn’t want to

be charged for notgetting the service.”
Customers will not have to pay for

the time they did not receive phone
service, he said. The phone company
currently is assessing the damage.

Southern Bell has investigated the
phone outage and concluded that
Bryant Electrical Cos., the company
that was installing the sewer line for
the Orange Sewer and Water Author-
ity, was responsible for cutting the
cables, Collins said. “The service out-
age was through no fault of our own.”

The High Point electrical company
will be billed more than SIO,OOO in
compensation forthe damage it caused,
he said.

While Southern Bell workers
scrambled to return service to custom-
ers, local businesses had to cope with

life without phones.
Karen Raleigh, First Union city

executive for Chapel Hill, said the
police had told banks not to open their
lobbies because they wouldn’t be able
to call 911 in case of a robbery.

But the First Union at University
Mall was able to function normally
thanks to its roof satellite, which was
hooked up to the security system and
the computers. “We had no phones,
but because of First Union’s fore-

thought, we were able to operate,”
Raleigh said.

Rick Overton, manager of Saslow’s
Jewelers at University Mall, said the
store’s business didn’t suffer during
die phone outage.

Saslow’s employees weren’t able
to get credit card approvals, but the
store has insurance for cases like this,
“The hardest part was knowing we
couldn’t dial 911, but we had extra
security in the mall, so it wasn’t a
problem,” Overton said.

Reggie Perry, a front desk cleric at

the Holiday Inn on U.S. 15-501 By-
pass, said that although guests were
left without phones, they had watched
the news and understood the situation.
“Itwasn’t like it was our fault.”

While some businesses suffered
because of the phone outage, at least
one business got a fewnew customers.

Jeanna DeChiaro, a sales represen-
tative at Sprint Cellular at Rams Plaza,
said the company signed on several
new customers who didn’t want to
deal with land-line phones anymore.

“We had a gentleman come in. We
gave him a cellular phone, and he got
in touch with the phone company to
somehow forwardhis calls on his busi-
ness line to (he cellular phone.”

Fred’s Bed atRams Plaza purchased
a cellular phone from Sprint Cellular
so customers could continue to call the
store. “Yellow Pages is a big part of
our ads,” said Fred’s Bed’s employee
Anthony Hargrove. “Ithink Southern
Bell did a good job of getting people
back on line. Itwas a real tough situa-
tion.”

DeChiaro said, “You don’t know
how much you need a phone until you
lose it.”

Tickets
tribution for the home game against
Duke conflicted with a Bobby Brown
concert at the Smith Center.

University Police and CAA mem-

from page 1

bers asked students, who had started
camping out before the concert ended,
to move, but when they did, no one
knew where they stood in line.

Thornton said CAAmembers would
make sure ticket distribution did not
conflict with Smith Center events. “We
do our very, very best to make sure no
ticket distribution interlocks with con-
certs so we can keep what happened last
year from happening again,” he said.
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