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A Few Wishes: No Carolers and a Gift Certificate
It’s the holiday season, the time for

giving and receiving. I want to get one
thing straight right away. The person who
said it was better to give than to receive
either was smoking a lot of crack or has
never had the joy of unwrapping a box of
Knockem Sockem Robots.

Personally, Ithink that getting free loot
is an occurrence that transcends religious
lines. Heck, I’dshave my head and wear a
robe ifIthought itwould help me get more
gifts. Luckilyfor me, it only took 10 years
of Sunday school and a whole lotofkneel-
ing and standing, kneeling and standing.
Anyway, the “exchanging-of-gifts” aspect
of religion is really crucial; that’s why I
devote alot ofthought towhat Iwant to get
and what I want to give.

I really don’t want a lot of items this
year; I just would like a few things to
change. This year at home, we'll have abig
family dinner with a bunch ofrelatives. I
just wish that I didn’t have to sit at the
kiddie table. I mean, I’m21 years old, and
I’m going to graduate from college before
Igraduate from the kiddie table.

Actually, I think I’llnever move up to
the grown-up table. Ikeep waitingforsome-
one to pass away, but not even death will
help me. I have five older brothers and
sisters, and it seems like every time I move
up on the waitinglist, another one of them
gets married and all hope is lost.

I think the
fear of the
kiddie table is
the onlyreason
why anyone
would ever
host a holiday
dinner. Other-
wise, no one
would want to
cook and clean
for a bunch of
ungratefulrela-
tives. They put
up with this be-

prefer to listen to Frank Sinatra belt out
some holidayclassics than 12ofmy neigh-

bors who are sobuzzed on spiked egg nog
that they think they’re the Vienna Boys
Choir in snow boots.

There is one request I would like to
address specifically to my mother. Ihope
that this year she won’t buy me any clothes.

Mymother is cursed by the inabilityto
buy me anything that fits unless I hold her
hand through the store until she gets to the
cash register. I’veeven given her my mea-
surements myself to take to the store.
Through some strange twist of logic, she
came up with jeans so big that even Dorn
DeLouise wouldhaveneededabelt. Mom,
two words: gift certificate.

Oh, yeah—because the holiday season
corresponds with the football bowl season
and the basketball season, Ihave a couple
of sports requests.

First, while watching the TarHeels play
in the Gator Bowl, Idon't want any ofthe
announcers to mention our basketball
squad.

Ifthis doesn’t seem like a large request
to you, think about how many times our
basketball team was mentioned during Bill
Clinton’s University Day address.

Hello, World, there’s more tothis school
than 12 guys in shorts and Dean.

Imust admit that Ido watch ourbasket-
ball team, however, and I enjoy it, al-
though I do have one small wish. I wish
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cause ofthe unwritten rule that you never
have to sit at the kiddie table ifit is your
house. Without this rule, holiday dinners
would cease to exist.

Unfortunately, holiday dinners do ex-
ist, and that means relatives. This year, I
hope my Aunt Esther with the mustache
doesn’t catch me underneath the mistletoe
and give me another kiss on the mouth.

I also hope my grandfather doesn’t get
too much holiday spirit in the form ofgin
and go around begging anyone in ear shot
topunch him in the gut to prove he’s still in
fighting shape.

I also hope that this year, no Christmas
carolers will come to my door. To begin
with, I’m not all that big on Christmas
music. IfI were, I think I would probably

Gift That Keeps On Giving:
Donate in Friend’s Honor

BY STACIE LORRAINE
STAFF WRITER

Ifyou still haven’t found the right gift for
that special someone in your life,you might
want to check out your favorite charity.

A common complaint when it comes to
shopping for holiday gifts is that it is so
hard to find the right gift for someone who
has everything.

An alternative way to demonstrate
thoughtfulness is slowlycatching on with
local social-service organizations.

Some organizations, such as Habitat for
Humanity, are providing what they call
“alternative gifts.” They are asking people
to make donations to them in honor of
someone else as a gift to that person and to
those benefiting from the donation.

Robert Kraus, office manager for Habi-
tat for Humanity, said, “This program al-
lows people to participate in the spirit of

Christmas, and it is more than just donat-
ing.’’

This is the second year that Habitat for
Humanity has solicited alternative-gift giv-
ing. Kraus said it worked well as a part of
fund raising and had been very successful.

Another organization in die area that
solicits donations given in honor of others
is the Inter-Faith Council for Social Ser-
vice. Jane Humm, a volunteer at the Inter-
Faith Council, said it was a very big pro-
gram around the holiday time.

The council sends out anewsletter twice
ayear to solicit donations made in honor of
others. But forthe most part, people donate
throughout the 50 churches in the Chapel
Hill area, she said.

Both organizations alert the receiver of
the gift with aholiday card sent in the mail.
The Inter-Faith Council also sends a card
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From Mom
Derrick Phelps could play a full game with-
out getting hurt. I have seen mummies that
have been taped up less. I mean, Iwould
give him some Flintstone Vitamins myself,
but I think it might be an NCAA rules
violation.

Ihave afunny feeling Iwon’t get every-
thing Iwant this year. Iknow I’llget socks
—Ialways get socks. I think it issome kind
of law that a certain percentage of holiday
spending must be devoted to socks.

Ihave aplan, though: Inever open them
up. I figure I only need a few more
Christmases and I’llhave enough to open
up a little shop, and because of the proven
popularity of sock-giving during the holi-
days, Iknow it will be a success.

SOUTH-SQUARE-MALL

§ SANTA’S
MAGIC
CASTLE

Have your photo taken with the jolly old elf himself at Santa’s Magic Castle ,
located on the lower level just in front of Dillard's.

Santa Photo Hours
Monday - Saturday • 10 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. • Sunday • 12 noon - 7:00 p.m.

The first 500 kids to purchase any one of Santa’s photo packages will take home a
free “Santa Special” canvas shopping bag.

Milkand Cookies with Santa
Treat your child to a special “Milkand Cookies with Santa” party each Sunday evening.

Tickets are $3.00 per child (one ticket admits one child and two adults) and may be
purchased at Santa’s Magic Castle

, Center Court.
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Where Dreams Come True
More than 120 fine shops, restaurants, and theaters including Belk-Leggett, Dillard’s, JCPenney, Montaldo’s

Chapel Hill Boulevard and 15-501 • Exit 270 on 1-40 • Durham, North Carolina • 493-2451
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