DIVERSIONS

Thye Baily Tar Heel

GOING OUT OF BUSINESS

WAREHOUSE

o
OFF
ORIGINAL
PRICES

BEDS, BUNK BEDS, DESKS,
LIVING ROOM FURNITURE & MUCH MORE!
save an

o F #
DISCOUNTED
extra PRICES!!!

YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE

OFFER EXPIRES SEPT. 10, 2000. COUPON CANNOT BE USED IN
COMBINATION WITH ANY OTHER COUPON OR PROMOTION. 1 PER CUSTOMER

\%,look for more savings at wwwi.Final Markdowns.com

Use This
Coupon to

3901 Capltol Blvd.,
Raleigh, NC

We accept Visa, Mastercard and Cash. All Sales Final.

The Fantasy Behind ‘The Real World’

eal World” junkies unite and
acknowledge our weakness for
al-life soap operas.

What's Eric from New York doing
these days? Or Julie from Alabama?
Does David have more patience for
Caucasians? Did Heather B. get a rap
deal? How did ReignDance break up?

Here’s how it started: One day back
in middle school, I wanted my MTV.

Instead of switching on to find
music videos, I discovered a show
crafted so well that it not only hooked
me the entire afternoon — yes, it was a
“Real World” marathon — but has done
so now for almost a decade.

Recently it became evident how
much a nation can obsess themselves
with other peoples’ lives, when the
concept of the real-life soap opera pen-
etrated prime-time television. Note all
the suckers to the largely cheesy hype
surrounding the gimmicky “Survivor”
and tedious “Big Brother.”

This national hoopla, however,
came too little, too late. Most Gen X-
ers were in on “Real World™mania
years ago. And to think it all started
with a group of seven people living in

fluffing with Dad’s credit card.

After the New York season spawned
a legacy of “Real World,” and later
“Road Rules,” each successive group of
people picked had expectations and
ideas of what lay ahead, affecting what
they said or did for the camera and
how. The straightforward discussions
of serious issues and prejudices
became filtered, and artificiality set in.

In the end, how we perceive the
exploited “characters” comes from the
final edit of the show. Bunim-Murray
Productions wants us to see Elka as a
religious innocent, Flora as a whiny
bitch, Dominic and Ruthie as raging
alcoholics, Neil as a lady’s man, Puck
as an insensitive pig and so on. We're
ready to associate these people with
others in our lives, and are as obsessed
with it as hearing the latest gossip.

It all should have ended with the
first season, the most real “Real
World.” At least I would've saved a lot
of marathon-watching time and could
have, gawsh, read a book.

SHINDY CHEN
MS. CHEN IF YOU NASTY

a loft in New York, “to have their lives
taped, and find out what it’s like when
people stop being polite.”

As much as “The Real World”
intrigues and sucks you into its couch-
potato-inducing bubble, it’s just not
real anymore.

This couldn’t be more obvious from
the fact that none of the housemates
pay rent for the three months they live
in the totally phat, complimentary
house. The last time I checked, I was
responsible for bills and rent, and if
that doesn’t apply to you then a huge
portion of reality is missing from your
daily dose of life. College life isn’t tech
nically the real world, but neither is

Shindy Chen can be reached at
shindy@email.unc.edu.

The Average Joe Turns Don

By ALLisoN Rost
Staff Writer

The Tao of Steve is a set of rules that
can make any man into the Mac Daddy,
the James Bond or the Steve McQueen.

This “Steve religion” instructs its fol-
lowers to do anything they can to make
it seem they want to be “just friends”
with a woman, with the result that

123 Franklin
967-8665

VARSITY
Saving Grace
7:10, 9:20, FRI-SUN 2:10, 4:20
The Tao of Steve
7:20, 9:30,FRI-Sun 2:30, 4:30

300 E. Main Street - Carrboro
SEPTEMBER

14TH  FIGHTING GRAVITY, REGATTA 69 (56)

15FR  ACOUSTIC SYNDICATE** w/ Yonder

Mountain String Band

JUNIOR BROWN®* ($15) w/ TIFT

MERRITT

178U  CRACKER w/ Special Guests
Jonathon Segal, Victor
Krummenacher and Greg Lisher**

16SA

(510/$12)

18MO YO LATENGO w/ VERSUS** ($12) 9:30
show

21TH  QUEENS OF THE STONE AGE w/ VAST
& Like Hell** (513)

22FR  BALFA TOUJOURS (514; 7pm)

245U  Sunday Showcase (8 bands, $2)

25MO PROJECTLOGIC** (510)

26TU  SIXTEEN HORSEPOWER'* ($10)

27 WE  BUJU BANTON'* (§17/519)

28TH  MAYFLIES USA CD Release Party (35)

29FR  GETUPKIDS w/ Jebediah,
Anniversary and Koufax**
30SA  DRI*" ($8)

($8)

OCT
18U FLAMING LIPS
3 FENIX TX** ($10)
4WE  Louisiana Red (blues)
5TH  KRSONE
78A  “Prog” Day
OMO A JCROCE'
10TU  NINE DAYS
1TWE ELVEZ
12TH  Donna The Buffalo
16 MO AT THE DRIVE IN w/ Murder City Devils
177U LOWw/IDA
18 WE  funky METERS"* (520)
19TH  The Executioners, Souls Of Mischief
25WE  BETTIE SERVEERT

27FR  BIORTMO
31TU  BURNING SPEAR

NOVEMVIB

Juanin ‘Tao’

they’ll have her in _mowviey even though this movie can be classified
the sack faster /@L/ECW/ as a romantic comedy, it is thankfully
than you can say < ,  devoid of the oversentimentality that
“fraud.” “The Tao of Steve tends to mar the films of that genre.

In this quirky *kk1/2 The story does stay true to form in

one way, however: There’s really no
doubt that Dex s g going to get the g1r1 in
the end, despite ‘the various mishaps
that occur as the film veers off track.

Goodman tends to get too ambitious,
splicing in close-ups and transitions that
distract the viewer from, rather than
enhance, the storyline. And the annoy-
ing music — which sounds like a rip-off
of the “Northern Exposure” theme song

also detracts from the film.

But Logue is perfectly cast as Dex.
He’s one of those actors who's in every
thing (“Runaway Bride,” “The Patriot”)
but you never remember his name.

Logue keeps you guessing about
whether Dex is being honest or deceit
ful and nicely surprises you along the
way. This performance will hopefully
land him some of the leading-man con-
sideration he deserves.

Sundance come
dy, Dex, an overweight kindergarten
teacher (Donal Logue), manages to bed
more than his fair share of women just
by following this commandment

But when he meets the girl of his
dreams at a college reunion, he realizes
he can’t use his rules on her, and, as she
points out, “Don Giovanni slept with
thousands of women because he was
afraid he wouldn’t be loved by one.”

After graduating from film school,
director and Jenniphr
Goodman decided to base a project on
her friend Duncan and his overwhelm
ingly successful seductions. Her sister,
who plays Dex’s dream girl, got
involved and the three crafted the script
for “The Tao of Steve.”

And what a brilliant script it is. The
dialogue is intelligent and hilarious, and

screenwriter

The Arts & Entertainment Editor can
be reached at artsdesk@unc.edu.

eCollegeFoothall com

The Marketplace | imattadhitnis

while you make more
of yourself.

EASTERN
I FEDERAL

The Jackson Hewitt* 12-week
Income Tax Course.

You give us twelve weeks, and we'll give
you a valuable skill. (And maybe a part-time
job at a Jackson Hewitt office) It's the
Jackson Hewitt 12-week Income Tax
Course. Tuition is free*. And with most of
America willing to pay someone like you to
prepare their taxes, you could see
dividends every tax season

Call 929-7600

JACKSON HEWITT

TN TA X SERVICE

mw THEATERS _

PLAZA THEATRES
Elliott Rd. At East Franklin
967-4737

GODZILLA 2000 ¥ Daily 3:15

AUTUMN IN NEW YORK 143 Daily 3:15, 5:20, 7:25, 9:30

WHIPPED [ Daily 3:05, 5:05, 7:05, 9:05

* Fee for books pphie
Each Jackson Hewit ofice i independently owned and operated

COYOTE UGLY #:43 Daily 5:10, 7:10, 9:10

| NUTTY PROFESSOR 2: THE KLUMPS -3 Daily 3:20, 5:30,
7:40, 9:50

FROM TRE ACRBENY AWANT-WINKING
HIGLANDER: ENDGAME  Daly 300, 500, 7:00, 300 WRTER 5 “THE VA SSPETT
‘ | ryan phillippe
MOVIES AT TIMBERLYNE | benicio de! tore
B \\eaver Dairy at Airport Rd. | juliette lewis
W 9338600 3 and james caan

SPACE COWBOYS s Daily 3:30, 7:00, 930 ‘
BRING IT ON 33 Daily 3:15, 5:30, 740, 9:45 [

| THE CREW 3 Daily 3:00, 5:00, 7:00, %:00 [
THE ART OF WAR & Daily 3:30, 7:15, .40

| THE CELL R Daily 3:05, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45

WHAT LIES BENEATH P Daily 3:35, 8:00

A =

BIGITAL

(in Chapel Hill, Durham and Raleigh)
For Credit Card orders CALL 919-967-9053

www.catscradle.com

TWE  BRo49 : e Advance Tickets Available : :
6MO  Hot Water Music, Alkaline Trio Showtimes for today only. —
9TH  LevonHelm * No passes * No discount tickets H E [l 8 E A STARTS
10FR  DAR WILLAMS VISIT OUR WEB SITE! FRI., SEPT. 8
www.Hollywood.com o
HOW: Y 1129 WEAVER DAIRY RD * CHAPEL HILL 968-3005
9/16 HAN BENNINK & EUGENE
CHADBOURNE
917 RICHARD BUCKNER
9/20 Selby Tigers, Radio 4, Sorry About
Dresden
9/22 Jennifer Netties i
s e ONE OF THE WITTIEST, MOST
9/24  Joan of Arc ORIGINAL AND ENTERTAINING
9/25  VERBOW COMEDIES IN A LONG TIME! SURE
90 Vondermark ive TO BE ONE OF THE YEAR'S BEST!”
@ : :
11/12  BEN HARPER** 4 . = e E
@ : : [ -
10/17  MIKE WATT** ($8) S . ¥ ,_, e
@ .
10/11 7 SECONDS** ($10)
10/18  Bouncing Souls ($10)
The Carrboro ArtsCenter:
. o She's chasing a dream...they’re chasing her
10/21  VICTORIA WILLAMS T RIS - www.amazon. com/nursebetty s r o
**Advance ticket sales at SchoolKids

mm’ ”4 T”[m COLUMgf\:tI;%:N'I:IS:JdCHAPEm 9238464




