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mony of the act. Conscience can scl-
dom be pleaded in cases like these, |
| beeause it - ean seldom really act in
'them ; never, perhaps, but when delu- |
ded by a self-sought sophistry. We
say to any man who, after a fair ex-
amination of the matter, wishes to de-|
sert the M. E. Church, Go! the gnick-
er the hetter, if you are capable of the
deed : but for the honor of our com
{mon Christianity, of our common hu-|
manity even, give, in so extraordinary |
,:l ch.mge, some show of heroism;
|don’t go where you en -m":y-
{from your toiling 1
'bret]ueu into -m"-nrrl
tpctcnt ob:caruy and inefliciencey ; there
]

'1i!|-!'
-saerificing |
and com-
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but had lttle hope of remaining undis-
in the ferreting search for
: that was carried on. In the
kind providence of God, a u]ri.irr :'”1-
| mediately erawled to the opening of |
r'f.m 1 man’s retreat, and wove a
acr®s it The dust blew upon the a
sereen and made it dingy ; so ih-u'.
place appeared loug un.uq et
The encmies of the Christians
passed by, and one L-rtucm carelessly
remarked, * No oze conld have been
in that oven for several days !”

What a touching idea does this i!-.l‘iA
dent give of our Father's protecting
love for hLis children !

An anecedote similar in character is
related of Mr. Churchill, a rr.:in
I"nw! and, who had taken up. his abode
in lluim about two miles from Vizu-
gapatan. Soon after sunset, on
occasion, while he was sitting in his
dwelling, of which the outer door was
thrown open, meditating with « ia-vpml'
row upon the recent loss of his wife
and the helplessness of his little chil
dren, who were lying asleep near iei:n.
ke was suddenly thrilied with terror to
see a murmruua tiger cross the
hold of his house, ‘uul enter the room,
| with glarinu eyes and a ferocions how .
But the animal caught sight of his fu]]
sized image reifuc:tr { in a ]nm *i i
vor opposite the door, and rushin
with all his fury, breaking
thousand f:m'rmnh he sudden! y turn-
ed and fled from the spot. Thus prov-
wlentially did Ged preseve bt
children and their father from the ja
of a wild beast!

Less thrilling, but not less remarka-
ble, is the inecident related in the fol-
lowing epitaph, which is copied from a
tomb near FPort-Royal, in the isle of
Jumaiea :

¢ Heve lieth the body of Louis Cal
da, a nutive of Montpelier, in Franee,
which country he left on account of the
Revocation. ¢ was swallowed up by
the earthquake which oceurred
place in 1692, but, by the great prov
idence of God was, by a second shock,
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flung into the sca, where he continued |
and

swimming till rescucd by a buat,
lived forty years afterward.”

It is said of Johu ]([Ifix, the great
Scottish reformer,who had many friends
and many enemies, that it was his fre-
quent custom, while in his own house,
to0 sit at the head of a table with lLis
back to the window. On one evenine,
however, he would not tuke his nusual
seat, and gave a positive command that
nc one of lila family should ccenpy it.
He took another chair in a different
part of the room, and shortly alterward
a gun was fired, the bullet of which
passed through the favorite window,
grazed the top of his vacant seat, und
shattered the candlestick that stood
upon Lis table
wonderful escape he had from his ma-

* | licious and determined foes.
In the Bartholomew massaere.which |

we have already mentioned, at the or-
der of the King of France, the Admi-
ral de Coligny was put to death in his
own house. Ilis chaplain, the pious

{ Merlin, fled irom the murderers, who

designed also to take his life, .m.l hid
himself ina loft of hay. After the days
of blood were over, and the Protestants
were suffered to keep their lives and
their religion, a Synod was convened,
| of which he was the moderator. I::
{this assembly, when it was stated that
many who taken refuge in similar re-
treats perished from starvation, he was
asked how he contrived to keep him-
self alive. lle rophed-—"ivmﬂth.mi
[ to CGod w hi[rt he said it—that a hen laid |
| an egg every day during his conceal-

| meut, in a nest go near to him that he

| could reach it with his hand. .
The celebrated Dr. Calamy, in his
Life and inm-},’ related that he

ILnL\\' a sea-captain named Stevens, of

Harwich, England, who was once, by
a wonderful providence, preserved from
!drowning, together with all his crew.
While on a homeward passage from
llu[l'md the vessel sprung a leak, and
| the water gdm(nl in the holdsor ;p:eiTv
that, in spite of the pumps, which were

| worked with the energy of despair, all

on bourd scon gave themselves up for
Suddenly, however, and to the|
surprise of all, ‘the water ceased to gain
in depth, and the pumps being again |
lied, the ship safely reached her har-
bor. After her arrna], it was discov-

e |

This is not the only|

ered, on examination, that the body of
a fish had become so firmly wedged in
the leak that it eould with lificalty be
taken out whole! It is of but little
consequence, though it is an established
f.zct that the fish was pn‘wltcrl in al-
cobol, and kept as a curiosity in the
family of Capt. Stevens.

In v'ew of these striking instances of
Divine Providence, how can we think
of our Father in heaven and not be
touched with the thourht of that ten-
der love which !eads him to take such
‘wonderful car. of his children? Tru-
ly, we may *“rast all onr care upon
him. for he eareth for us.”

The Vantage Ground,
— "o
iseon. tid come-
vaned of cruth.’
n Grurney's
Ln found in
v fly cquat o

‘No pleasure,’
parable to the \'.mt:l,r_'_"‘ 21

And in thiz ecase, ns=
maxim on hapriness to
kindnéss, the 3
the power,

There is real,gennine, whole-hearted
pleasure in knowing that you are right
—that God i3 side—that
his word has revealed the truthso plain-
ly that there is no mistaking the wind
and will of the Spirit. Then o man rises
up to a nohle enthusiasm in the defenco
and spread of his faith. [le counts it
all joy if he sulfers for it, and is ready
to die a martyr if avietim is demanded.

There is great power in having
this vantage ground to ~!.|.|! Unon.—
Any man fig hts b([.n. when he has the
best f':m'n! It gives iim confidence,
and the prestige of 'r.nr_'.'. Sure of
being right he pr«w' his argument
hnmc upon his adversary, with a will,
and every Llow tells. Ile is not hgllt-
ing his own battle C.;I_\. Ile s the
champion of trath; and men, angels
and God himself are intercsted specta-
tors of the conflict in which he is engag-
ed. Compassed with such a eloud of
witnesses, and shielded with the conseci-
ousnesss of bring right, and wielding
the sword of truth, he bas indeed the
vantage ground, and is sure to win the
day.—N. Y. Obscrver.
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Luther.

A conrse, rugge ll rll bian face it
was, with grent crags « :! cheek bones—
a wild amount of passionate energy and
appetite! But 1n his dark eyes were
floods of tears; and <lf-:»pm melan-
choly, swectness, and mis were all
there. Often did there scem to meet
in Luther the very U|'l:':;-;.l' poles in
man's character. e, 1or r.\:smpiﬂ. ur
whom Ilichter Lad said that his words
were half battles, he, when Le first be-
gun to preach, suffered unheard agony.
*Q, Dr. Staupitz, Dr. Staupitz,"”
he to the Viear General of his order,
“T cannot doit: 1 die in three
months. l!ulf-(--l I eannot do it.”

Dr. Staupitz, a wise and Lll!l“dllal
man, said upon this, “Well, Sir Mar-
tin, if yon must die, you must ; but re-
member that the y need good heads up
yonder, t So preach, wan, preach,
and then live or die as it happens.”

So Luther preached and lived, and
he became, indeed one great whirlwind
of energy, to work withon! resting in
this world, and also before he died he
wrote very many books—Looks in which
spesaks the true man—for in the midst
of all they denounced and cursed, what
touches of tendernesslay!  Look at the
Table Talk, for examp'e.

We see in it a little bird, having
alighted at sunset on the bough of a
pear tree that grew in ln"in-r's gurden.
Luther looked upon it, and said, “That
little bird, how it covers its wings; and
will sleep there, so still and fearless,
though over it are the infimte starry
spaces, and the great Llue depths of
immensity. Yet it fears not—it 18 at
home. The God that made it, too, 18
there.”” The same gentie spirit of lyr-
ical admiration i3 in the other passages
of his book. Cowming home from Leip-
zic in the automn season, he breaks
forth into ]1\'3";; wonder at the fields of
corn. “low it stands there,”” he says,
“erect on its beautiful taper stem, and
bending its beautiful golden head with
bread in it—the bread of man sent to
him another year."” Such thoughts as
these are as little windows through
which we gzaze into the ‘nterior of the
depths of Martin Luther's soul, and
visible across its t'm[bl}a(-‘l and
of light and

w 1

!‘.ll‘l
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see,
clouds, a whole heaven
love. He might have painted—he
might have sung—could have been
beautiful like Raphael, great like Mi
chael Angelo.—Carlyle.

S S—

Humility.

They who in reality know much, are
the most casily satisfied that they know
but little. The last sentence uttered
by the distinguished La Place was,
‘What we know, is litt'e ; what we are
ignorant of, is immense.' Sir Isace
Newton, before his death expressed o
similar sentiment.—*I know
what I may appear to the world; but
to myself 1 seem to have been onlylike
a boy playing on the seashore, and d'-
verting myself in now and then finding
a smoother pebble or a prettier shell

ui

do not

than ordinary, while the vast ocean of

truth lay still uadiscoversd be‘ore men,’
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