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May Be Worthy Of Study

Eight of 43 defendants scheduled
to appear in Warren County Dis-
trict Court TIast Friday failed to
appear to answer to charges filed
against them. Of the eight who fail-

ed to appear for trial five were -

charged with violations of the motor
vehicle laws.

This, we believe is just about
par for the usual session of the
district court, and has become quite
a problem for the court. Many of
those who failed to appear will be
tried at a later session, unless
they live outside the state, after a
capias is issued and bond set for
their appearance in court. But not
before the court has been put to
needless expense and delay and many
witnesses and court officials have
been inconvenienced. We would like
to see more contempt charges lodged
against those who fail to appear in
court for the sake of justice .and
the good name of the court.

Some of those who fail to ap-
pear in court to answer charges
of violating the motor vehicle laws
are from outside the state and
forfeit their bonds rather than
make a special trip from alongdis~
tance back into the county.

A suggestion of The (Whiteville)
News Reporter may hold the ans-
wer not only for local violators
of traffic laws, but to local per-
sons failing to appear in court to
answer to violations of traffic laws.
The Whiteville paper relates:

A major prpblem arises_in our judicial
system when a case is set for trial and
the defendant does not come to court. Dis-
trict Court Judge Ray Walton attended a
recent conference in Alabama and brought
home a good idea to correct this injustice.
Instead of instructing the violator to appear
in court on a certain day, the arresting of-
ficer “would collect the offender’s driver's
license and issue him a temporary permit,
good until the day of the scheduled court
appearance. When the defendant paid his

John Mitchell’s

The Smithfield Herald

What Attorney General John Mitchell says
about the U, 8, Supreme Court is refreshing.

He reminds us that the Court, in the 18th
as well as 20th century, ‘‘has found itself
in the center of almost every significant
and social issue.’”” From the early days of the
Republic, he tells us, the Court has been
accused ‘‘of arrogating powers reserved to
other branches of government and of sub-
stituting partisan political bias for neutrality
and fairness,"”

And this Cabinet member, who has been
described as the toughest conservative in the
Nixon administration, goes on to make this
forthright statement (In an article inthe June~
July issue of Trial magazine):

‘“The lesson we should draw from history
is that extremist critics of the Court have
vastly overreacted and that most of the basic
principles enunciated by the Court have prov-
ed to be the best course for the nation.”

Much of the popular dissatisfaction with the
Court, Mr. Mitchell says, seems to be *‘fll-
founded or maliclously motivated.’”” He says
he does not believe that any respomsible
lawyer or responsible citizen disagrees with
the fundamental principles of the Court's
anti-segregation decision of May 17,1954.
Nor do responsible lawyers and citizens, he
says, disagree with the decisions guaran-
teeing equal trestment to all criminal de-
fendants regardless of their financial status.,

fine or was declared not guilty, he could
get his license back.

Under the present system, a North Caro-
lina resident is cited to appear in court
with no bond. He will appear, but often not
before the court, law officers and prose-
cuting witnesses are called to court, only to
find the accused person did not bother to come.
Under the new system the burden would be
on the defendant: If he wants his driver's
license back, it is his responsibility to get
it — either by paying his fine or appearing
in court as he is required by law to do.

The plan seems to have consider-
able merit and we hope that it re-
ceives consideration from those in
authority. Should there be some legal
reason why it cannot be adopted
in North Carolina, we would like
to see a law along similar lines
adopted for North Carolina by the
next session of the legislature.

Another change we would like
to see is a change in punishment
for those who violate traffic laws.

sDrunk drivers usually have their
licenses revoked for a year, hence
the efforts to change the charge to
reckless driving which usually car-
ries a fine and court cdsts. H we
had our way, all defendants found
guilty of violations of traffic laws
would have their licenses revoked,
the length of revocation depending
upon the gravity of the offense,
from one week to forever. A care-
less and reckless driver can be
just as dangerous as a drunk driv-
er, and it does not make sense that
he should get off with only a fine
while the drunk driver loses his

. license for a year. To many driv-
ers a fine and court costs, total-
ing from $25 to $40, is but a slap
on the wrist. But a loss of the pri-
vilege of driving for a period of
time is something else. This type
punishment™ also has the virtue of
falling on rich and poor, the in-
fluential and the non-influential
alike.

Sobering Words

the debate is always calculated to Increase
public respect for the Court rather .than to
undermine it.”” The Court deserves public re-
spect, Mr. Mitchell says, because the sincer-
ity, scholarship, and devotion of the justices
‘4o this generation and future generations is
beyond reproach.”

What the Attorney General says so well
needs no additional comment. The fitting re-
sponse to his sobering defense of the Supreme
Court is a resounding **Amen.”

Human Relations

CARL GOERCH in The Siate Magazine

I was driving along U, S, 64 between Farm-
ville and Greenville. An elderly man, driving
a light truck, turned out of a country lane,
and we almost had a collision. My car skidded
and for a moment I was afraid it was going
to turn over. .

When I finally brought itto a stop, Igot!
out and started walking toward the truck.
other Individual also alighted from his
. As we approached each other, he
dised his hand and sald. ‘'Wait a minute,
fister, before you say anything, I've got a
question to ask you.”

' *What is #7"* | demanded gruffly.

“Aln"t you never made a mistake in your

1ife?’’ he inquired.

laugh. We chatted In friendly’ fashion for
a couple of minutes and then went our different

itsell. Based on my own ex-
perience of many yéars ago
education was largely oppres-
sive through the student’s eyes
and filled with joylessness and
was something to be endured for
its ultimate rewards.

When one contrasts the
modern school withthe schools
of my generation, one may be
amazed that the schools with
larger student participation and
all kinds of study aids, extra-
curricular activities, and play-
ground facilites, one may won-
der that today’s school may be
Joyless and oppressive, but hu-
man nature remains largely the

Letter
To Editor

FADING SUMMER
' The Editor:

It was very early in the
morning. The sun was not yet up,
although the sky was awash
with rose in the east and the
first sleepy bird sounds Sroke
the silence. The lake lay still
and mysterious as If guarling
secrels.not for the lighl of day,
and night's dark shadows still
held the woods in thrall.

We woke early, half hoping
to see a repeat performanca
of something strange and won-
derful we had seen the mofning
before when we had awakened
to the sound of a great stir-
ring outside. Looking out, we
saw to our amazement a tre-
mendous rush of dart birds
pouring through the under=-
growth of the woods, not mora
than thrae feet above the ground,
going at great speed, yet never
once colliding with tree or
bush. On some mysterious
errand, perhaps the firstlegof
their immens2 jouraey to some
far distant southern land,
they rushed on for about ten
minutes, performing one of
thosa iacredible rites by means
of which the world is kept in
balance,

R is early October now,
bright and hot, yet we know by
unmistgkable signs that sum-
mer is just sbout gone. The
maroon spearheads of sumac
are slowly turning crimson,
Bouncing bet makes alavender
mist among -the dark green
roadside grasses, the sunflow~
ers and even the black-eyed
Susans are’ gathering up the
golden glory of the sun and the
filmy Queen Anne’s Lace flings
its lovely veil over the country-
side. There Is anew coolness
in the evenlng air, and a few
dry leaves are rustling over
the grass which only yesterday,

spring green.

We look forward to summer
through all the longfall and win~
ter days and the lingering
springtime. We dream of all
we shall do, but there is never
time enough, and before we
know it, the leaves are turaing,
the frost is on the pumpkia and
winter is near. .

R's rather like that with life.
In youth it stretches ahead lato
the infinite years. So muchtime,
unendiag. We deeam and plan,

it seems, flaunted its radiant

I was fortunate that 1 was
never whipped in school, but
many of my classmates and
friends -were, and the school
whippings and the whippings in
the home were accepted as a
part of the discipline to which
children were exposed. The
children, I hope, learned that the
school discipline would be found
later in the business world
and that worthwhile things sel-
dom come without effort, If a
rather long life has taught me
one thing, it is that in this
world there is no easy way.
I suppose that there must have
been joyous moments in my
school days and acertain satis-
faction in accomplishment, but
by and large [ never really
liked school and was glad when
the school day was over and [
could do what I wanted to do
instead of being told what I
must do, and I have found busi-
ness much more fun. From time
to time I have dreamed that 1
was back at the old graded
school in Warrenton and
awakening was a joy.

that. I would have enjoyed the
carpentry tools, the chemical
laboratory, the organized
sports, the gymnasium,

gratified my love of books.

We had no playground worthy
of the name at the old graded
school, noteven abaseball dia-
mond at a time when all boys
played baseball. We had no
organized sports in the school
and none of us had ever heard
of a cheerleader,

We had afewexcellent teach-
ers whom we remember with
gratitude for what they drilled
into our unwilling minds and
for their character and dedica-
tion. But while I may have re-
spected and admired my teach-
ers [ never Jloved a school

SPEBES
i bialy

side and get a bucket of water
or bucket of coal to relieve the
tedium. Strange how different ic
was at home when we were
told to get some coal or wood
or bring in a bucket of water.

When [ think of bringing in a
bucket of coal I often think of
Mr. J, Edward Allen who was
my teacher in my senior year
of high school. Among the sub-
jects he taught was chemistry,
which I liked. I soon learned
that coal andkerosene are deri-
vatives' of carbon. But one day
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