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Salt, Humble Seasoning,
Sustains Life, Industry

By DONALD J. FREDERICK

Salt once was traded ounce for ounce *ith gold. As the
Roman statesman Cassiodorus observed, ‘“‘Some seek
not gold, but there lives not a man who does not need
salt.”

The Romans knew what they were talking about. The
humble saltshaker on the modern dinner table contains
the very essence of life.

A blend of sodium and chlorine, salt regulates the
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reports Gordon Young in the National Geographic.

Only a pinch of salt, perhaps 5 percent of the world’s UH MOHE c
annual production, ends up as a seasoning on the dinner
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the five major raw materials used by industry: salt, W B & " = i P

sulfur, limestone, coal and petroleum. Salt has some
14,000 industrial uses, more than any other mineral.
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With salt among the earth’s most abundant minerals OR DOUBLE STUFF
and priced today at pennies per pound, it's difficult to
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But ancient man had only limited access to it in the
form of brine that bubbled up, scarce surface deposits,
and some bay salt. Rising sea levels—ten feet in the first
millennia B.C. and A.D.—drowned coasts and solar salt
pans, causing salt famines.

Drilling - 55 percent of U. S. production comes from
brine wells 750 to 7,000 feet deep—had to wait for
technology.

Even then it was unpredictable. To their disgust, early
salt drillers sometimes brought up nasty-smelling, sticky
black stuff ‘“‘of no conceivable use whatever.”

The “worthless” goo was oil.
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