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WASHINGTON - Sci-
entists, had never seen it

nerchant in 1885. Of the
many spectacular species
of birds of paradise and
bowerbirds that also first
turned up in the plume
markets of London, Paris,
Amsterdam, and Singa-
pore, it was the only one
that had never been traced
to its home ground.

“a fat, chunky robin with

an incredibly glorious
golden orange crest.” It
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whose bower-building rela-
tives

tecture and design. Built
some

towering 7 feet high, they
are the unique creation of
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By Lois Sioan
€ 1981 Natonal Geographic Society

Artist’s sketch of the newly discovered yellow-fronted ground, the bird is pit-‘tured at ifs mu)'p{:le‘-style bower,
gardener bowerbird shows a close-up of the male, which decorated with three piles of fruit, each a different color.
Bowers are built to court females.

resembles a robin with a golden orange crest. In the back-
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Light Loss
Dust on lightbulbs, lamp-
.shades and diffusing bowls cuts
down light by as much as 50

percent.
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Tight Fit
If you have a fireplace, make
sure the damper fits tightly and
is free of debris for safe and
energy-efficient winter use.

At Last, Mystery Bird Of New Zea

National Geographic So-
ciety, succeeded because
Diamond went to a
mountain range never
explored by scientists. “If
we didn’t have those skins,

has ever been up there
before. It's like being in the
world 30 million years
ago,” remarked Diamond,
who had to be helicoptered
in at 5200 feet with a
chainsaw to construct a
landing site.
Discovery a Bonus
Ironically he came
across the lost bird when
he wasn't really looking for
it. “When I and anyone
else who goes to New
Guinea have dreams, we
dream about finding the
mystery bowerbird, but
my goal on this trip was
simply to do a general bird
survey of this mountain
range and help the Indo-
nesian government plan a
national park there. The
discovery was a totally un-
expected bonus."” N
Far from being extinet,
Diamond reports, the
yellow-fronted bowerbird
may number a thousand or
more — still a small
number for a bird species.
He actually saw about 30
and heard as many more.
He found bowers spaced

Th(_e bird’s

altitudes above 4,000 feet.

Remarkably Diamond
sighted both the bird and
the bower on the first day
(Jan, 31, 1981) of his
two-week stay and within
two minutes of his camp.
With the help of an Indo-
nesian forester and
New Guinea workers
was starting to clear a
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down to the nostrils did I
realize that I might be on
top of the mystery bird of
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bird would spread, raise,
and lower its crest, shak-
ing its head from side to
side to make the crest
quiver. All the while it
would point the blue fruit
at the female. Whenever
she flew to a different
perch, he would move too
so that what she always
saw was the blue fruit
against the quivering gold-
crest.

The backdrop for all this
was the male’s Maypole-
style bower: a 4-foot-high
tower of sticks crisscross-
ed about a sapling or tree
fern, surrounded by a
circular moss platform 3
feet in diameter. On the
platform he had neatly
placed three piles of fruit,
each one a different color
— yellow figs, some ripe
blue fruit, and the green
unripe version of the blue.

But this time this bird

clothespins, bottle caps,
marbles, shotgun shells,
and car keys,

To enhance their own

land Has Been Found

domain, some birds also
steal from their rivals’
bowers and sometimes
even wreck them.

Thanks for
hanging around
and making this

a great yearl

Miles Hardware
Warrenton, N.C.

apparently didn’t have
what it takes. After 20
minutes, the female flew
off, leaving him alone in
his bachelor pad. Bowers,
which are fussed over
daily, and exclusive male
territory and are used just
for mating. The female
alone builds a nest in a tree
to care for the young.

Of the 18 kinds of bower-

served that the more color-
ful the bird's own plumage,
the less ornate its bower.

bird to the structure, so the
birds tend to have the most
elaborate bowers. “It's
much like the dull young
man with the sports-
car,” one ornithologist
commented.
Huts and Lawns
Depending on the spe-
cies, bowers may be
walled avenues, thatched

Courting on the Court

Lovers say that romance can
blossom anywhere, so it should
come as no surprise that college
students have come up with a
novel new way to spend time
with the opposite sex. The new
social trend may be sports dat-
ing.

For your good friendship
throughout the year, we offer
our most festive wishes fora
season filled with lots of cheer.
Have a wonderful time?

Lil’s Discount Store
Warrenton, N.C.
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THANK YOU

The most appropriate words we
know to convey our gratitude
friendship
confidence you have shown
' throughout the past year.

It is truly because of you that |
| our progress has been main- :
' the coming year
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