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of a problem must be studied
Every point must be tested and fit-- i
ted into its proper place. The ad-

vantages or disadvantages of the
opposition must be well understood,
and appreciated. The debater
must be ready to adapt' himself to
any line of argument connected
with the question and in order to
do this he must thoroughly under-
stand his query. He must form a
circle of thought, and this requires
steady individual effort.

We believe that if the debate is
adopted that those Juniors who
take part would thereby be more
fully prepared to deliver gradua-
ting orations which would be doub-

ly impressive and effective.

The Rep. Contest, Should a Debate
be Substituted?

The time is .drawing near when

the societes should elect the men

who shall represent them in the
Oratorical Contest at Commence-

ment. It is i indeed a high honor

conferred upon them who are chosen,

because they; not only represent
themselves, but they stand for the

literary ability of the societes and

the University. This contest, as
generally understood, exists for two

reasons: first it stimulates indi-

vidual and original effort and inves-

tigation in society work, ; secondly :

it creates a spirit of self-relian- ce

, which is essential to the fullest
success not only while in Col-

lege but in the wider field of the
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than merely contesting for a prize.
Now if this contest originates from

the principles which have been men-

tioned, then it ought to be the ful-

lest expression of those principles.

It ought to test originality to the
utmost extent and thus develop a
true spirit of self-relian- ce which is

far removed from over-confiden- ce

and proverbial conceit. .

At this point the question con-

fronts us is an Oratorical Contest
the best means of promoting origi-

nal research and engendering self-relianc- e?

Is it the fullest express-

ion of these two principals?
In our University the representat-

ives are usually chosen from the
Junior Class, and while the best
men are always chosen, yet in most
cases the men have not yet formed
an analytic habit of thought, hence
often-tim- es a man requires three
months to select his subject and
this leaves him only two in which
to write his speech. But an oration
if it be, thoughtful, instructive and
successful must grow and not be

"hatched."
Usually some one phase of a quest-

ion is studied and the mind does not
go down to the root of the matter
where by its relating power it can
harmonize seemingly contradictory
issues, and thus insure a more sym-

metrical develepement. If this be
so, then the "Rep" Contest is not
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ficial to the individual nor to the
society. ,We believe that a debate

find prompt publication. Upon mat-

ters relating- - to the literary depart-

ment of the Magazine,
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would not only be more. valuable to
the society, but also to the lndivtdu
a because in oreoarinff for eirec
tive argument the various aspects


