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' A 'Frightening' Controversy

Editor:
The three letters concerning the Bob Selig-ROT- C contmvei-wer-

amusing, but they were also a little frightening. The altituu
exhibited by the writers can be dangerous to people other t!;;,

Bob Selig, perhaps even to the correspondents themselves.

Mr. Cohen referred illogically to Selig's column as "su,

trivia," indicating that all opinions not complementary to his

are insignificant. He also said the flag-raisi- ng required "only j,

minutes. Stock-mark- et crashes, murders, and atom bombings oft

require "only a few minutes." Length of time for its occuk m
somehow seems unimportant in evaluating an event.

Mr. Williams and Mr. Drew must be talented boxers if the
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heat un all the columnists with whom they disagree: I'vi
some rather husky newspapermen. But judging from the suU

violence implied in their gentle outbursts of reader's wrath, I in:

have underestimated them.

Aside, however, from these fairly human blunders, the h i!

writers showed a more serious defect. They might remember ti,

if comments like Bob Selig's got out the window, so go the Kcliim

Mailbox and their own mouthpiece. The Daily Tar Heel is n

published by Col. Robert R. McCormack yet.

And the vital problem which Bob presented as a funny little

incident reaches further than civilian insomnia and unit piH'
Scarcely a generation ago an ral of the German army v. ;i ,

busy promoting admiration for military enterprises, and an Il.ili ui

malcontent had similar ambitions. There is no sham about tl

Russian army's privilege of removing its detractors. If too m;mv
UNC-US- A functions are assumed by the military, Messrs. Cohen,

Williams and Drew should realize that The Daily Tar Heel, top the,

with the University, may go out of business and the ROTC l.ov

may become the People's Army, wearing brown shirts and pi,, --

ticing the goosestep.
Joe Ewing

Moore Or Less
' by John -- Moore

Tar Heel At Large by Robert Ruark, '35
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OPEN LETTEIl TO THE STU- -
.OENT;JLi"GiSVriJJiE:. .. .

Dear Legislators,
I afti vrilm .this; to assure

rnyielf that hondwot you get con-
fused or misled by the mimeo-
graphed collect ion of mistakes,
distortions, ..misrepresentations
and hogwash that was handed
out to you. Monday night in the
form of a report from the. Stu-
dent Audit Board.

The report itself was not new
(it was dated Nov. 16. 1950) but
the fact that copies have recent-
ly been distributed, especially
to new members of the Legis-
lature who are unfamiliar with
the campus financial, situation,
makes it necessary for someone
to clear up a few points.

(In case anyone .reading this
column is hot interested in this
critical situation facing student
government, I suggest you skip
over to the sports page and join
us again tomorrow).

In the first place, the chair-
man of the Audit Board himself
has explained that the 15 per
cent budget cut necessitated by
the drop in enrollment is an
overall cut, and not to be con-
sidered as a mandatory cut of
exactly 15 per cent by every or-
ganization under the budget.

And yet. the Audit Board
toasted student' money in print-
ing a financial statement show-
ing how much money each
campus organization would get
under a 15 per cent cut, com-
pletely ignoring its own state-
ment that the 15. per, cent figure
was merely an average.

On Page 6 of the report, a
statement is to be found reveal-
ing that the 15 per cent figure
"permits an operating surplus of
over $5,000, which is needed to
cushion previously made con-
tracts in the Student,
ment Committee and Publica-
tions budgets."

Thisis important. The chair-
man of the Audit Board, Ben
James, is one of the principal
persons who last spring consis-
tently ignoreufthe recommenda-
tions of Student ActivitiesFund
Auditor Harrp. JCear, and. myself
that a $5 ,00' operating cushion
be left in the budget to provide
for any emergencies.

When such an emergency as
Mr. Kear and I were warning
against last spring turned up,
student government was not
ready for it. The $5,000 cushion
we kept plugging for had been
killed during the budget-prepari- ng

process - by the Budget
Committee (of which James was
a member), the Legislature Fi-

nance Committee (of which
James was chairman), and the
Legislature itself.

On Page 7, the report says,
"It is our opinion (emphatically
so) that The Daily Tar Heel
should cut all wire service con-

tracts now for next year. With
only small cost, The Daily Tar
Heel may jointly use the wires
in the School of Journalism and
the Sports Public Relations De-
partment ..."

That paragraph is so complete
a misrepresentation of fact that
I shall not hesitate to call it a
lie. It may be a lie told in ignor-
ance, but there, is no excuse for
the chairman 'oL the Student
Audit Board being so abysmally
ignorant pf the field in which
he is supposed to specialize.
Please check the following
points with me:

(1) The Associated Press
wiie in the Journalism School
may not be used for publication
in any form, and even if it could
be used, it is. a.;w,ire for after-
noon newspapers and the copy
which moves over it would be
worthless to The Daily Tar Heel.

(2) There is no news wire of
any type in the Sports Public
Relations Department. This
must be a figment of Ben James
imagination. The only thing
that faintly resembles a tele-
type machine in Sports Publi-
cist Jake Wade's office is a
Western Union" pointer used for
sending and receiving telegrams,
at regular Western Union rates.

(3) If Ben James or any of
the other members of the Audit
Board had taken the trouble to
ask me or any member of the
Publications Board, they could
have discovered that the United
Press wire contract for the com-
ing year has been cancelled for
several months, effective late in
May. The "AP 'wh-6- n tract must
be cancelled two years prior to
the time service is to be
stopped. In other words, if we
sent notice of cancellation toT

(See FRONT, page 4) .

6

Well it seems to be the thing these days to. talk of either v;u .

student government, dance committees or sex.

I can think of nothing I had rather not talk about than v;n

The very thought of our student government makes me sick. I h.ive
heard so much about the Dance Committee that I have sworn oil
going to another dance while I am at the University with the hope
that everyone else will do the same and thus eliminate the clamncl
thing. And with the ratio like it is, I don't feel qualified to talk
about sex. Besides, Harry Snook has me covered on this subject.

Everyone around here has some sort of "jitters," war or other-
wise. Most of all, people have the war jitters. Never before have I

seen so many people who wanted to fly. If everybody that is try-
ing gets into the Air Force, I'm going to recommend the Army to
all; they are sure to put-thos- boys to making airplanes here in
the states.

'.Those who aren't looking for wings arc. trying to get into
everything but the Army. There seems to be some sort of ohita-giou- s

complex passing around about "foxholes." I've seen wor e

places to sleep than ina foxhole, although, right off hand I can't
remember where or,when.

Seriously though, I think that Orville Campbell and Hani.
Bcebe.had the right idea when they wrote their latest ditty, Slop
Worrying, You Will Ne?;er Get Out Of Tliis World Alive. People ax-simpl-

worrying too much. If we would only realize that this thin.;
is a worthless mental operation: it's all in our minds and doesn't
do any good whatsoever.

If a situation is worrying you, then do something about it. If
you can't do anything about it, then what good is it to won . '.'

Admittedly this is an over-simplificati- on, but do me a favor; lakf
a few minutes from that crossword puzzle during your ti o'clock
class and give it a thought.

You 'had better take time out and enjoy yourself while you
can boys, it's later than you think. Go downtown and get that
evening beer, Korea is a pretty dry place.

Life, liberty, and happiness; you have the life, or about as good
as anyone.. You have the liberty, or at least more so than anyone
else in the world today. It is up to you to get the happiness. Stop
worrying!!

Raleigh News & Observer

Averages And Obligations .,
The results of the - compilation of fraternity - sorority

scholastic averages were in the traditional vein. As usual,
the fraternity average was below that of the all men's, while
the sorority percentage was better than either.

The lowness of the overall average was rather dishearten-
ing, however. The all-fratern- ity average was 3.1, the all men's
(arrived at by a rather loose sampling method) was 2.9. The
sorority average was 2.46. With 3.0 constituting a C average,
the record isn't one to be proud of. And the shocking number
of subpar fraternity averages does not speak well for the ef-

fect of fraternity life on scholarship.
Even the all men's average was below what one would

expect to be a decent average. Taken as it was from a samp-
ling which included students from all walks of scholastic
life, it, coupled with the greek averages, does not speak well
for the ability andor industry of the UNC student body.

Pleas for increased attention to scholarship are usually
cliche-ridde- n pronouncements, but there must be some way
for students to be made to understand the problem as some-

thing more than a laughing or "shrug-it-off- " affair.
As usual, the low average was due to a lack of industry

on the part of a large majority of those whose grades helped
to drag the percentage down. There are, admittedly, plenty
of tough courses that would tax the mental ability of stu-

dents of Phi Beta Kappa calibre, and there are plenty of
students whose mental abilities are simply not capable of

.doing above-pa- r work. But these situations are constants in
the scholastic situation. The variable is the degree to which
capable students meet their scholastic obligations.

The lack of proper, attention to scholastic work that was,
reflected in the fall quarter average is even more deplorable
than it normally would be. The national emergency has made
it an extreme privilege for people even to be allowed to go
to college and reap the benefits of college education.

There is only one way to make this privilege a, deserved-one- ,

and that is to put all the time, thought and work that
is humanly possible to the realization of that education.

Students whose lack of industry caused the low fall
quuarter average should realize their obligations to them-
selves, the University, and more important now, to their
nation. We all know what college is here for. That know-
ledge, and proper recognition of the job to be done, should
be reflected in a record-breakin- g average at the end of this
quarter.

Some Congratulations
There arc a couple of congratulations that need editoriliz-ing- ,

so we will wrap them both up here.
The first goes to Horace Stacy, who was takon into the

Order of the Golden Fleece this week. The second is Barbara
Woo ten, who was chosen to head the coed orientation pro-
gram for next fall. Stacy's congratulations are those for a job
well done, and well recognized. Miss Wootten gets hers be-

ing named to about as important a post as there is for coeds.
One ends a distinguished campus career, the other embarks
on a job of great responsibility.

Stacy was one of the' brightest stars in the campus judici-
ary galaxy. H?s good, faithful and learned service as chair-
man of the Men's Honor Council made him un:versally re-

spected by collegues on the court, by others in student gov-

ernment, and, most important, by those who appeared be-

fore the Council. The campus judiciary and the Honor Sys-
tem have partaken of that respect, to the great credit of
Stacy.

Miss Wootten was an admirable choice as coed orientation
chairman. The job requires a person of great ability and know
ledge. She has both. We feel sure that her appointment will
be reflected in an excellent orientation program for next
season.

Face The Problem
There is no reason why there should be any quibbling or

dodging about questions raised by application of Negroes to
graduate schools of the University of North Carolina.

The question came before the executive committee of the
Board of Trustees of the University this week, and after con-

siderable discussion its chairman, Governor Scott, was author-
ized to appoint a special committees on admissions. .

The Governor insists that the committee will not be con-

cerned primarily with the racial question.'. Other members
of the committee have different ideas about the functions of
the special committee.

lne question is one this state must face and solve or it
will have a solution decreed and enforced by the federal
authorities, as has happened in other states: So far this state
has solved its own racial problems, and it should continue to-i-

so. The only case that has gone to the federal courts af-

fecting the University was decided in favor of th State on the
j; founds that a substantially equal law school was available
lor Negroes. , - '.-- ' V

t The question is not an easy one and the appointment of a
committee to study it was proper. The question should bes
met and debated frankly. There may be other perplexing prob-
lems on admission to the University which also need attention.

Nimitz? Who says harmful and who says good?
This fellow we employ to lead us construes harm
as a condemnation of his daughter's singing. He
finds harm where he craves to seek same. He also
finds good in predetermined places. You start
to get arbitrary with this "good-bad- " business
and you are wide open for trouble.

Let -- us kick around a couple of examples.
Harry Truman thinks Dean Acheson is good for
our business. A iot oi people don't. Harry Tru-
man thinks Harry Vaughan is an adornment to
the White House. A lot of people don't. Harry
Truman fires neither ' man, because o f the,
strength of his convictions concerning the nobil-
ity and competenceof both.

Personally, I know this man Nimitz to be as
honest as bread, and conscientious. I would trust
him with my life or livelihood as an individual,
but no man is immune to pressure or perversion'
by the people around him. He is old. He is tired.
He is not perfect. And he is heading up a form
of applied intelligence that may easily turn into
a vindictive weapon.

Possibly you must remodel the profile of a
country to meet the needs of the times, but I am
real skittish about undefined committees, all
sort of committees with loose potentials.

' Especially those boards of
appointed peers who can tell me whether I am
good or bad without the background of the Con-

stitution or the common law just according to
how the committee is feeling that day. Who
knows, somebody may have an ingrowing
hangover.

I don't seem to care too much for this newest
invasion of government into the home, this
watchdog commission they just;. short-ordere- d,

I buy the guy who heads it: Fleet. Admiral Ches-
ter Nimitz was my boss once and my vote comes
out unanimous for the nearly perfect military
man. This is pure and personal prejudice. .

But under a different hand-s-a- nd Chester
Nimitz is no boy, subject to surlen death and
galloping senility without notice what have we
now, children? We have a cute little Gestapo.
Or Ogpu. Or call it by your own name.

Function of the committee is to study the
operations of the federal employee's loyalty and
security candidacy. Also to studjg? Security activ-
ities of state and local governments, private
groups and "citizens in their daily work and in
their homes." .;

I dunno, I just don't like the idea. Edgar
Hoover has stayed out of my house with refresh-
ing frequency, and so far as I know there isn't
a wire tap on the promises, and somehow I just
plain- - don't like, the idea of being a potential
security survey. Maybe we need it. I guess we
do. But you don't have to like it, even under so
benevolent a hand as Adm. Nimitz'.

According to the prospectus, Adm. Nimitz'
committee "will consider the harm that comes
from the wrong kind of action as well as the
good that comes from the right kind of action,"
and these words we have from the mouth of
our own dear President, the impassioned letter
writer.

Who says what action is wrong? Wbo pro-
claims it to be right? God? Truman? Acheson?
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In these times of national peril, there must
always be those who seek to sit out the trouble
and there must always be those who gripe about,
those who sit out.

I am not much at deciding who is right or
wrong. However, I am inclined to agree with
the "sitters" because I am a firm believer in
living to tell the tale. You have your dead heroes
and you have your dead cowards. Me? I would
rather live, even if my yeilow streak does show.

These lads who scrambled madly to get in a
ROTC unit back in September apparently agree
with me. It is a lot more fun watching someone
get beat up and then telling about it later than
it is taking the licking and not having the teeth
to talk with afterwards.

Of course it is pretty nice to be able to wear
the Army's khaki, or the Air Force's "bus driver"
blue or the Navy's bell bottoms, and to strut in
front of admiring relatives and girl friends. But
when it comes to lying in a ditch and listening to
the bullets whine overhead, it isn't quite as nice.

Don't get me wrong. I am not pointing an
accusing finger at anyone who joins up. Fact of
the matter is, I can't say that. .' blame them.
After all, they got to pick their , own branch of
service. That's why the Coast Guard, Air Corps
and Navy closed down enlistments so quickly.
Most of .the lads, were thinking.pf, the fact that
atomic bombs will be dropping on. the ground

from the air and sea. So they want to be where
the bombs are coming from instead of where
they are going to .

Life can get pretty dull for some. That is the
. cause of all the cracks about the cowards on the
- home front. After all, most men of draft age

have nothing better to do but party on week-
ends with luscious looking blondes, dodge pedes-
trians and get an education.

No one misses these boring things of life
until they have left them behind. If a poll were

. to be taken of the boys who left Carolina during
the recent holidays, a majority would say that
they would like to be' standing in a line at the
book store instead of a chow line. Yours truly
will take odds on this.

The guys who enlisted had no intentions of
being heroes. They were simply trying to out-
guess their draft boards. Now if the fellows who
do all the crying about the "sitters" would only

- back up their words with actions, Uncle Sam's
draft problems might be solved.. It is' not the boys
in the services who are complaining about us
cowards; it is those in our own midst.

Now I might be talked into enlisting. But I
would have to be assured that I could accompany
my medals back home. Otherwise, I'll just sit
around here and be a coward until Uncle Samuel
finds that he is in dire" need of my abilities. If
the man with the beard and the high top hat
should want me, he knows my address I think, .
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