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Our 'Silent Generation’
And The Seekers Of Truth

“A genervation goes, and a genervation comes, bul the earth re-
mamns forever. The sun rises and the sun goes down, and hastens to
the place wheve it rises.”—Ecclesiastes.

A college generation goes, and another takes its place, and in the
cves of those who sit in the ivied halls and observe and judge the college
generations, there are new trends as well as new faces, but nothing really
new exists under the sun. A student will shout when he stumbles upon
a new idea, and his professor will smile at him and share the ecstasy of
the new idea with him, at the same time knowing the idea is as old as

[iIne. .

Student  generations  stumble
along, four years at the time, most
of their members remaining silent
and faceless at the back of the
crowd, some of them, the boister-
noisy, troublemaking ones,
leading and drawing attention and
praise and criticism. But still the
majority stays in the back of the
crowd, silent and Jaceless and ex-
tremely careful.

Because we are careful we have
beep given the title,  “the silent
seneration,” she cautious college
men and women, the ones without
creativity and passion and ability
and courage. And it all is true. We
are silent and careful, dull and
passionless. fumbling and coward-
Iy, -
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We dress alike, not so much to
copv others or because we fear soc-
ial disapproval, but because it 1s
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easy to dress like othérs. We read
alike, daring neot to read toe much
or to read an unknown author. We
play recordings of West Coast mu-
sicians and join in friendly musi-
cal arguments, some of us, about
Beethoven and Bach.

We are dall, unimaginative and
scared. |

We call
auls when we don’t understand or

dou’t agree with them. We argue

for man's vight to say what he
pleases, but swhen Dr. W. C. George

writes about liis belicl in-the B~

olegical infeviority of the Negro
we call him names and demand
that he be shot up.

We believe in democracy and
the flag, but when there is a camp-
us clection less than half of us

vote, and we cheer Russians in
newsreels.

We have our own bank ac-
counts and charge accounts be-

cause we are mature students, but
we also put masks over our laces
and pull pamty saids and set hre
to the police station.

We give other people less: than
half a chance to express themselves,
and when they do anyway we want
te crucifly them on l.hf' spot.

We  hate leadership and we
spend a lot of owr thme devising
methods of escaping studying. We
sign a pledge of honor and then
spend four years not poticing oth-
er people who cheat. |

[f there ever was a generaton
which appeared well on its way to
being lost, we are it. But, as Ec-
clesiastes stares, the earth remains
foreve:. '

- & .

Forever there will be the student
who daoesn’t wear a three-button
suit and read the newsmagazines.
Farever there will be the student
who studies because there is a
certain fire within him, and who

. loves music and books because the

strain and words feed the hive.

Forever there will be the stu-
dent who cherishes his own be-
liefs and also believes others have
equal rights to their own opin-
ions, even il they be diametrical-
ly opposed o his.

Forever there will be the student
who will do all ¢hese things and
still not be ashamed of himself.

These peaple are in short sup-
ply. We need more of them. But
they will always be around, short
supply or not.

he generation stumbles on-
ward toward the diploma, some of
its members 1o hell, some to heav-
en. And some will run aleng in
front of the generation, shouting
questions, asking Why?

On these seekers the san. will
shine as they toil,
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A FAMOUS EDUCATOR SAYS:

One Of The Duties Of E

WONDERFUL TROUBLEMAKERS

.
i

-
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ducation:

Achieving Your Personal Identity

Harold Taylor

Last sum, _.er, President Har-
old . Taylor of Sarah Lawrence
College delivered an address at
the National Student Associs-
tion's congress in Chicago. Por-
tions of that speech are re-
printed here. They affect all
students, here and elsewhere.

What kind of private instruc-
tion can teach young men and
women to be free, to be inde-
pendent. to want to think and
act for themselves?

In a way, it is a question of
teaching people to find them-
selves, to establish their own
identity, amn identity which is
theirs and no éhe else's; it is &

sndeo-nrellect~ = questign of teachi : -
‘know what they believe, abomi . .
world, *

jthemselvcs and _théir
‘about other people, to know who

“they are. to know what there is

in life. what they want from

[ life and what they wani to give

to it. All this is involved in the
struggle for personal indepen-
dence.

| would like to suggest that
this is what colleges and uni-
versities are for, to enable the
young to find a personal identi-
ty, to help them to achieve a
parsonal independence.

I would like to suggest that
this is what students are in col-
lege to do. and that if they are
nolt doing that, they are failing
lo achieve a true education,...

A student is a8 person who is
learning to fulfill his powers
and to find ways of using them
in the gervice of mankind

The student at his best has a
purity of motive which is the
mark of his true function. He
wants to know the truth, to know.

*
L’il Abner

what is good, not merely for his
own or for other peoples’ ad
vantage, but in order to achieve
his maturity as a student.

He is granted the priceless
advantage of looking openly at
the world to discover its sec-
rets.

He is given the rare privilege

of withholding his assent to the
claims the world makes for its
own particular brand of truth,
and he can decide what he thinks
on the basis of the evidence, not
on the basis of pressure, btcause
this is infact what it means to be
a student, and what the world
asks the student to be.

It remains only to say thal
you have the trust and confidence
of the American public. You are
looked to abroad for leadership
and help...1 count it a privi-
lege to be able to say tp you that
people like myself believe in

® you more than in almost any-
thing else.

*
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Dr. George: We Can't Gamble

On Integration Of The Races:

Dr. W. C,

. Dr. George, a UNC Medical
‘School professor, believes that
 Negroes are biologically infer-
lor fo whites. Here, in the last
1 of a speach he de-
: recently, Dr. George
‘congludes his support of his
argument. While The DRaily Tar
Heel violently disagrees with

what Dr. George believes, it
feels his remarks are worth
reading.

In spite of the grave dangers
suggested by science. there are
people who insist that we should
go abead with integration. Some
of them say that amalgamation
will not occur. We cannot afford
to gamble the future of our na-
tion and owur race on that as

-sumption.

If we bring together in social
relations children and teenage
people of both sexes and both
races and break down their sense

«of racjal integrity we may ex-

pecl” a progressive inerease in

our mixed biood population, This

ae i --i‘-—s- & « has specurred in

Today ministers tell us that
they know God's will on all sorts
of worldy matters that they know
little about, and they tell us
what is the Christian thing to do,
when a careful, criticzl consid-
eration of the facts leads to the
conclusion that the thing is evil,
not good. They preach sociologi-
cal sermons that will not stand
the test of analysis, they pass
resolutions, they guote the Gold-
en Rule.

They seem not to realize that
quoting the Golden Rule does
not answer the question. What is
the right and moral thing to do?

It merely raises the guestion.
The admonition “Dp unto others
as vou would have ‘them do to
you.” applies not -only to our
relations with Negroes. It ap-
plies also to our children and to
our children’s children through
future generations. Do you think
that the Golden Rule requires or

*

_ pt¥mitd that Weé,make racial hy-

some eountriés ' brids of bur ‘posterity? I hardly

think so...

It is undoubtedly 'trfie " that
many good men of the church
believe that they are doing right
in promoting integration of the
races, blinded as they are by
shiboleths and virtuous sounding
phrases. But, for reasons that i
bhave given, evil results are in-
dicated if they succeed in their
purpose .. ..

It is nol enough merely to as-
sert that something is ethical, the
Christian thing to do and God's
will. There is no reason to as-
sume that God's will is more
clearly revealed to integrational-
ists than to other men, nor is
there any reason why they should
be exempied from proving the
merit of the program they advo-
cate. This they have not done ...

I do not claim to be an angel
of God, my f{riends, but 1 be-
lieve that we should resist those
people who are telling us to sac-
rifice our children on the alter
of integration.
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THANK HEAVEN, DEAR BUMS,
THE MISSION CHECK CAME
THROUGH &T LAST, AND SO

WE HAVE A LOVELY
POT OF SQUP —

A

s 5 e Nl BT T HEY/- You,up BV TS SMELLS
IAIN'T THAT TICKING.”
ET IN | CAN HEAR |T
A AINLY”

THERE'S OL CHURCHY
m'o;w ADIGGIN -~
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Reply To George.
Just One Race

Anthony Wolff

. This may be considered as an open le
Dr. W. C. George, regarding the statements
he has made recently and in the past, and
of which were printed recently in The Daily
Heel.

It amazes me that a man of Dr, Georze's ve
and his education, not tc mention his suppose
votion to the methods and ethics of science, sl
persist in this reiteration of
human ideologies.

What is even more amazing and deplorable is
that Dr. George seems to feel it his duty
his opinions far and wide,

In the address delivered at Dartmouth las
Dr. George began by perpetuating a mytl T
has become so firmly ingrained in some people !
they still accept it as true. The myth says; “W
worked out 2 system of social customs and
and personal and group understandimgs, that
enabled two greatly different '
gether in peace, H}Uflliii[“e‘f'!"fﬁ.’!l'-‘" and helpfuli
Under this Bystém’ we hate ‘developed incerens
good., friendly and cordial race relations.”

: This is insultingly
palpably untrue.

It should be unnecesar:
Dr. George’s abovch and
fallacy is obvious. As Dr
(missing the obvious implication). he 1s no
warmly received here than he is at Dartmou:

So | am not writing this in an effort to con
vert Dr. George to what is rapidly becoming red
ognized even in the Southern regions as empirical
ly true. Nor am | writing it to prove to this camp
us thatwhich it evidently knows and which, if

does not knew already, it cannot now learn.

Rather, 1 am writing this because Dr
has conspicuously presented his opinion
tions where his name has been
name of this univérsit_v; as this newspape
farther than does the doctor, this seems |
best way of leiting people know that Dr
bunicombe is not the only opinion in Chapel il
and letting the world know, too. that those
entertain the misconceptions which ¢o
George's despicible creed usually have the
and common sense to keep it to themselves

And ! am writing this because there
tractive possibility that some enlightened nstitul
in Alabama or Mississippi, hearing of the opin
which Dr. Geéorge insists on mouthing
suade him to join its staff in its losing war
its own conscience and humanity

I have only one request to make of Dr. George

You seem to feel that the purely accidental
signment of minor physical characteristics is
ficient basis for segregation.. In
would you please consider making another, far m
basic. distinction: There really ought Lo
classification for vou and vour “Patriols” (wha
lving misnomer that is!), and another for me:
the others who think as I do.

I consider you, sir, neither patriotic nor An
can por Christian. If consider you I must, 1 d
as an insult to this university and this country, an
to the only “race” which matters in this context
the human race.

In short, my rea] reason for writing
for the first time in a lopg time I am
angry. To life a fitting line from E E
“There is some s. I will not eat.”

s
Television Preview:

~ Another Van Doren

On Channel 2 at 8:30 this evening, Ralph Mee!
er and Julie London star in a play called “A 1
To Live.” With these two heading the cast, it
quite possible that the play will rise above
level of most “adult westerns.”

Edward R. Murrow visits Michae] Todd and
wife. Elizabeth Tavlor. as well as Mark Van Dore:
Todd is responsible for “Around The World o
Days” and is quite a figure in the entertainme
world; his wife s in need of litile editorial
ment; Mark Van Doren. aside from siring the
cently famous Charles of the same nam
Pulitzer Prize winning poet and a respecioed
and prose writer —ANTHONY WOLFF.
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