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Woe to the unlucky man who as a
child is taught even as a portion of his
his grown reason must
forswear.

~1.A. Froude

About three months ago I reviewed a
collection of Ken Ripley’s “Soul Food”
columns in this space. At the time | was
responding to what I felt, and feel, is the
basic sincerity of Ripley’s approach to
religion. The one significant fault in
“Soul Food,” I wrote, was Ripley’s
tendency to palter with social issues: to
make sweeping moral generalizations and
then fail to drive home particulars.
(“Whether,” 1 reflected, “he ultimately
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will go the way of Billy Graham, or opt
for more active involvement in social
issues, even at the cost of losing some of
his readership, will be an inferesting
guestion to see answered.”) But, in truth,
the question of applications is merely
subsidiary to a far more nagging one, but
one which 1 felt it would be improper to
enter upon in so cursory a review, This is
the fact, as I read “Soul Food,” of
Ripley’s fundamentalism.

In the most recent “Soul Food,” for
instance, Ripley “challenges™ the reader
to make an honest inquiry into
Christianity: that is, into the Bible, which
Ripley regards as the “only authoritative
and definitive source of Christian belief.”

Campus calendar

The UNC Sailing Club will meet at
7:30, Wednesday night, March 17 in
room 304, Woolen Gym. This is an
important meeting so please come if you
are interested in our activities.

The Christian Science Organization
will meet at 7 p.m. in the Wesley
Foundation. All are invited to come,
listen, particpate . . .

IUNC today: Mrs. Ruth Jones
(929-3538). Meet today for “The Most
Out Of The Hollywood Restaurant™ at 3
p.m. in the Hollywood Restaurant, 411
W. Franklin St., “a get-together for all
supports and sympathizers of the King’s
Royal Restaurant.”

The History Student Association will
hold a meeting for all interested persons
on Wednesday, March 17 at 7:30 p.m. in
room 112, Saunders Hall. New officers
will be elected and the future of the
Association will be discussed. All history
majors are especially urged to attend.
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Walk Against Hunger this Saturday,
March 20. Pre-Walk meeting tonight at
7:30 in Great Hall, NOT Carroll Hall.
Milwaukee Walk film, “Miles To Go,” will
be shown. A brief discussion is planned.
Walk cards are available at the YM-YWCA
and at the Walk table in the Student
Union up to Friday. Cards will be
available Satruday morning, 7-7:50, at
the registration for Walk at the Institute
of Govt. Building near Carmichael Gym,
on South and Country Club Roads.
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to do the same thing to Ken Ripley—to

make his message repetitive and

irrelevant; a truism—and this I should not
like to see.
In his March 13 c?hmm, Ripley

UNION GREAT HALL

M, T, W, March 22, 23, 24
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: | Only
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comment

Christianity, with or without its temporal
advantages, is simply the true faith, and
Baba, a false one. And this conviction, as
I said, s grounded on a fairly literal

A hundred years ago, in “God and the
Bible,” Matthew Arnold wrote, “The first
Christians misunderstood Jesus and had

supplied the data which Christian
theology took from them without
question, and has ever since confidently
built upon...

admitted with a want of intellectual
seriousness.” He comments further that
Protestantism “admits unreservedly one
set of miraculous data and builds
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everything on them, becsuse they are
written in a book which, it savs. cannot
err; and this is levity.” It should be noted

been close to two hundred years of
Biblical scholarship. It was known, for
instance, that there were at least four
distinct sources, often incomsistent with
one another, of the Pentateuch; it was
known that in all probability none of the
gospellers ever saw Jesus personally —that,
at most, one had; it was known that the
appearance and growth of Christianity
were phenomena completely explicable
with reference to their historical milieu;
and it was understood that primitive
religions were not merely precursors of a
true ome, but that all were cognate
growths. Today, through the Dead Sea
Scrolls, we even have knowledge of a
messiah manque, so to speak; a
‘““Righteous Teacher’® nearly
contemporary with Jesus, who was
martyred and confidently proclaimed by
his disciples as the savior, but who, in
simplest terms, never caught on.

And yet, in 1971, we have Ken

econd look

Ripley—-whom | know personally and

respect for his honesty 2and
ﬂ&na’ —trapped in a strident defens
of Biblical literulism. And all the while he
'faill to perceive the essential dichotomy
in his teaching: that if we can have love
without Christianity, thea love cannot be
made an argument for comversion to it:
and that when he relegates social
concerns to the vaguest possible language
to awvoid Oﬂm- “lm:u of his
readership, he as much as admits that you
can have the religion without the love.
Hence, too, the increasingly noticeabils
repetitiveness of “Soul Food,” and my
belief that Ripley must soon face the
decision whether to shuck the old beliefs,
which a scientific and socially aware
generation is finding less and less relevant;
approach his subject from the viewpoint
of psychology, which is an implicit
clevation of internal over external,
practice over myth; or, like Billy Graham,
embrace the Biblical fable and its
believers wholeheartedly —them and their
pretense of social responsibility.

It is an unenviable position, having to
decide whether to take the world as
science and the best of human reason
have perceived it, or as one has been
brought up to interpret it, according to
the Good Book. Woe to the unlucky
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UNC Owns $500,000 Of GM Stock:
Vote YES For Corporate Responsibility
Referendum Today 10 A.M. To 7 P.M.

Ray Moretz
Jim Bowman
Carol Spruiil
Tim Tyler
Nelson Drew
David Holden
Kenneth Oisen
Alan Nagle
Richard Fox
Cathy Roth
Janet Silverman
Rick Gray

Charlie Gaylor
Judy Dixon
Don Ingalis
Robert Gertner
Bob Boswell
Bob Dormer
Joel Edwards
Dave Gephart
Jim Stirewalt
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Linda Bleadingheiser
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WE SUPPORT STEVE SAVNDERS

__{1) Rod Autrey—Chairman Of Board Of Social Lieutenant Governors

(2) Bill Blue—Vice-President Of The Student Body:

{(3) Steve Brooks—Governor Of Scott College
(4) Peter Brown—Chairman Of The Carolina Forum
(5) Lee Hood Capps—President Of Junior Clads
(6) Bailey Cobbs—Chairman Of The Student Transportation Committee
(7) Richie Leonard—President Of The Carolina Union

(8) John McDowell—-Attorney General Of The Student Body

(9) Joe Mitchiner—Editor Of The Yackety Yack
(10) Debi Potter—Station Manager Of WCAR

(11) Allen Reep—Governor-Elect Of Scott College
(12) Gary Schaber—Governor Of King College
(13) Mary Vallier—Chairman Of Association Of Women Students
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You're d loser.

if you can’t get WKIX after dark!?
So turn on WKIX-FM 96.1
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