6 / Weekender / Friday, November 17, 1978

A mouse t
BYBONWOODARD '

Ecﬁﬁorsnote.Satwdaynwksthesahbn'tM@

o!Mnckey ‘Mouse, an institution of American
childhood and offers an opportunity for some
_rd?ecMmonthestcdedmmm :

From the same heartstrings that left you
breﬂHessatthethouglﬁofAmermsbicmﬁemml,
the Walt Disney mmmywmkey
Mouse’s 50th birthday ¢ - Sort
your ' attic—beneath the pigﬁ DC. mﬁ!‘
stacks of Barbi's ¢ ~don your name-
embroidered Mopse—l(m Then see toit thatyou
don’t get ill.

For many of us, the idea ofmrgthe
reputed rodent’s birthday is, at best, ludicrous. We

have a hazy, black-and-white reconectlm of

Annette, Doreen and Cubby climbing out of a
stagecoach at the opening of televisions Mickey
Mouse Cilub.

We ate tasteless gum dispensed from Mckey’s _

mouth thanks to the folks at Pez. And if we looked
hard enough, there still might be a Mouse-K-teer’s
soundtrack album (complete with the “Pussycat
Polka") tossed in a forgotten record rack beside
Alvin and the Chipmuck’s Christmas record. But
most of those items were best remembered—
hence, cherished—by our older brothers and
"sisters.

So if a good number of us are second—even

third—generation graduates of the Mickey Mouse: .

Club, what’s all the hubbub about? Because, like it
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-"bmnqulslm—thedielw
first cartoon with sound, '&wme.,
from the skinny little mouse of a mouse one would

- hardly recognize today into the shape of the

superstar as we know him, he launched the career

of a man who brought laughter and joy to millions -
around the world. Thegenus ofWaltDmeywill_'
never be equaled.
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It’s more “than a bit disconcerting. The
redeeming item on the list of events is the Mickey
cial, an Amtrack train that will carry
(sount.i familiar, Spirit of 76 fans?) an M.M.
museum across the country featuring 57 whistle-
stops. (On a sadder footnote, Amy Carter will greet
Mickey when he pulls into Washington, D.C.
(Fantasy Land?) for a party at the White House.)
‘So get out your candles, guard your checkbook,
and sing along:
- *MIC .. .seevareal soon. . .KEY ...
why? Because despite your oversell, we like you
. M-O-U-S-EEEEEEEE.”

Don Woodard is associate editor for the Daily
Tar Heel.
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