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Let the music play

Wearing black dresses and tuxedos, members of the N.C.
Symphony brought their cause to Carolina Wednesday night. They
carried not instruments, but signs. They left their audience not with
the beauty of their music, but with a clarification of their position.
Symphony members went on strike less than a week ago because they
felt the organization was neither growing nor paying as it should. It’s a
simple case, an irrefutable case.

Members of the 73-piece orchestra work 40 weeks a year for roughly
$14,000. They ask for moderate wage increases and a four- to six-week
expansion of the playing season, which stops during the summer and
leaves the musicians without a guaranteed income during that 12-week
period. The symphony’s Board of Trustees maintains that it cannot
afford to meet the demands of the strikers.

N.C. state law requires that the symphony operate on a balanced
budget. About 47 percent of the annual $2.6 million budget comes
from state taxpayers. In return, the orchestra plays for hundreds of
thousands of schoolchildren, providing for many of them their only
exposure to classical music. Through its numerous concerts, the
symphony treats North Carolinians to some of the best music in the
country. And according to one Ohio newspaper, much of that state’s
industry was being lured to North Carolina partly because of the
cultural program offered here. It seems to us that the symphony’s
requests are reasonable and justified.

It would be nice to believe that the arts were above such worldly
concerns as money, but the simple facts of life dictate that these
people, who have spent years studying and perfecting their trade, must

be able to make a decent living from their work. Considering that

much of the proposed increase could be generated by revenues from
summer concerts, it is difficult to fathom how the trustees could allow
such a small percentage of the total budget to result in a strike.

However, the end result of the strike could be positive. Perhaps
when people realize the extremity of the situation, they will be inclined
to increase contributions and further alleviate any financial worries.

Since negotiations between the musicians and the trustees began, the
strikers have shown a willingness to compromise. But Wednesday
night in front of Memorial Hall, with clouds threatening rain and the
crowd dispersing, one musician said, ‘“It’s up to them to bring us back
to the table and end the strike.”” The “‘them’’ he was referring to was
the trustees. But the strike hurts not ‘‘them’’ but us. It deprives this
state of a fundamental part of its rich and inspiring cultural heritage.
We gladly add our voices to those that oppose an unnecessary delay in
resalving this matter by urging the state and the trustees to invest in the
future of arts im North Carolina.

Food and drink

Consumer groups, including the Chapel Hill chapter of Common
Cause, are attempting this fall to hoist the issue of the state’s food tax
from the depths to which it was sunk by the last General Assembly.
Former state Sen. McNeill Smith, who is chairman of North

Carolinians to Repeal the Food Tax, spoke against the tax here earlier

this month to the annual meeting of Common Cause. By making the 4
percent tax an issue in the fall campaign, the groups hope to set it up
for repeal in the next session of the legislature. It’s not a new idea, but
it is a sound one; the repeal of the food tax is long overdue.

Because the poor spend relatively more of their income on food, an
undue share of the food tax falls on them. The average North Carolina
family spends 25 percent of its disposable income on food, and a
family living on the minimum wage uses about 41 percent of its income
for food. Students, who generally must set aside a large portion of
their budgets for groceries, are in the same category. As inflation
raises food prices, those figures are likely to rise—as will the burden
on the food tax on those with low incomes.

Still, a bill to repeal the food tax must be accompanied by measures
creating other sources of revenue for the state. The food tax brought
in $13 million last year, a sum the state cannot afford to lose.

One source of additional revenue could be the tax on cigarettes,
which at 2 cent per pack is the nation’s lowest. However, a higher
cigarette tax cannot replace the funds brought in by the food tax, and
any attempt to raise it will draw the wrath of the state’s tobacco lobby.
Growers do not want our tax to rise above Virginia’s 2%2 cent tax, and
it is doubtful that any tobacco tax measure could survive their
opposition.

Another means to increase revenue is simply to create a higher
personal income tax bracket at the top of the existing scale. Of course,
most politicians would fall into the higher bracket. The General
Assembly will not be inclined to raise its own taxes, but might be
persuaded to do s0 by a consumer group campaign.

Repeal would not have to be complete or immediate to provide relief
for the state’s low income families and individuals. By reducing the

state’s food tax, however gradually, the state could make its tax
structure that much more progressive.
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The job market is tight, and it's
to find an honest way to make
i Take Larry Himson of
for instance, He's been
trained as & machinist, a medical
record-keeper and a husband.
Having feiled to find work in the
first two occupations, he's decided
to hire out his skills in the third,
who is divorced,

said. He decided to try the husband-

for-hire tack after seeing a television
mmm‘d‘:-mwth.
28 a surrogate

Hinson said his five-year

as a husband had left

And that's the bottom line.

| A peraonal world replete with adventure, mmanoe

her in class and watched her taking notes. After class he
probably walked behind her and then stepped in front
to hold the door. She might have thanked him, smiled
and kept walking. Obviously, he needed a better tactic.

TO THE BROWN EYED GIRL in sign language on
You have the best hands Fve ever
read. Let’s talkk some time. The man in orange.

That personal ran Nov. 19 last year, No doubt after
that, the Man in Orange read the classifieds religiously.
Finally, after another class had passed, perhaps with

some strange looks from both parties, he received an

answer.

TO THE MAN IN ORANGE. 'm so fiattered! |
would love to tailk some time. The girl with brown
eyes.

‘After that, the Man in Orange and the Brown-eyed
Girl faded into obscurity, Most likely they, like
thousands of other successful, contented “‘personals”
writers, finally met and found something to talk about;
the personals were no longer needed.

However, not all adventures in the classifieds have
spend months lost amidst the ads for cheap birthday
cakes and happy anniversary notes to Ju-Ju or Billy
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Wad. One of the longest running hopeless dialogues
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Opinions misrepresented in ‘DTH’ article

To the editor:
The Daily Tar Heel has displayed a
laudable sense of fairness of late in its
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farther away. Thus, no two spaces are
¢ Visitor parking & in short supply,
here as everywhere else in Chapel Hill.
Extra, unnumbered spaces have been
marked everywhere possible in
accordance with fire access codes and
trash pick-up restraints. An empty lot
has been graveled, and high-powered
lights ordered from Duke Power Co. for
it, just to help ease the .

volunteered to this—| have

Letters?

The Daily Tar Heel weicomes
letters to the editor and
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