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‘The River’ 5 |

-

Album captures Springsteen’s vision |

By GEOFFREY MOCK
Stafl Writer

One of the first things you notice about Bruce Springsteen’s

fifth album, The River, is the enigmatic back cover photo of
paper dolls in a inarriage ceremony set up before a bac

of an American ecagle and flag and some product called
“Glow-Glitter."” The cover is fitting for this album, 18 months
in the making, which seemed to baffle even Springsteen in his
efforts to finish it. But if any album was ever worth the wait,
this is it.

The River comes closer than any of Springsteen’s previous
albums to capturing the power he has in concert—he is one of
the most dynamic performers in rock ‘n’ roll.

Springsteen’s vision of rock is twofold—rock is a source of
infinite joy but also a means to deal with the daily struggles
that threaten us. This comes out in his live shows, but the
vision is too complex to be fitted into a single album. Thus The
River is a double album.

Complaints have been made that The
River needs editing and that there are a
few songs that simply don't belong on
the album. Of course, there isn't a
double album in rock history, not even

Records

of a premature marriage and poverty with the
cleansing of the river, but unlike Springsteen’s ¢arlier .
this only provides a temporary resolution.

2. The rockers. In the grand tradition of *‘Rosalita,”

Springsteen and the E Street Band let loose on these tunes with
a gusto that captures the essense of rock ‘n’ roll vitality. When
Springsteen completed the first recording of The Riverilast
November, it was a single album consisting mostly of stark
dramas. He was dissatisfied and went back into the studios
and added some old-fashioned rock ‘n’ roll songs to give the
album a more upbeat tone.

The lyrics of Springsteen’s rockers are just above the inane,
but what counts is the passion expressed. The purity of joy on
songs like “*Sherry Darling,”” *‘Crush On You™” and “I'm a
Rocker’ is so exciting that it is impossible to listen to them
sitting down.

These rockers are teen anthems -with roots deep in the
rockabilly music of Buddy Holly and
Eddie Cochran. In contrast to the other
songs, the situations are often comic and
the sole objective is the pursuit of fun.

The Beatles’ White Album, that doesn’t have some weak
points. But The River includes enough strong material on sides
three and four to complement the powerful opening two sides
to justify the two album set.

Unlike Born ro Run and Darkness on the Edge of Town,
which were unified thematically, the songs on 7The River are
connected only in the most peripheral sense. They can best be
divided into three groups.

1. The Somgs of Escape. These songs closely resemble those
on the previous two albums, but there are some important
differences. Gone is the teen-age innocence of Born fo Run
and the triumphant tone of Darkness, Escape this time around
comes much harder, if at all. On **Jackson Cage,” “‘Point
Blank'* and ““The Ties That Bind,’” the characters are destined
to imprisonment in their environment to suffer the worst
possible fate of wasting away. On ‘‘Stolen Car’’ and *““Wreck
on the Highway,” the car, the quintessential Springsteen
symbol of control, is reversed to become the vehicle of
destruction.

The imagery stands out on these songs and sets a tone of a
cold and aloof world with few sanctuaries. In the title track, a
young man finds escape from the overbearing responsibilities

‘These are kind of songs that rock, in its
advanced age, is forgetting, but Springsteen, since Born to
Run, has revived.

3. The Ballads. Springsteen has a mellow side, too. On ““I
Wanna Marry You’' and ‘“Fade Away,” the E Street Band
slows down and Springsteen’s voice swoons to a tenderness
that has made him in many ways the most romantic American
singer since Al Green. What makes his ballards a cut above the
usual fare of sentimental melodrama is that he portrays love
not as a worthwhile thing, but as the only thing. On “*Drive All
Night,’* his rough vocals come from an emotional level so
deep that it is almost akin to suicide,

What really makes The River click is the E Street Band.
Where the album is weak, as on ‘“Ramrod™ and *‘The Price
You Pay,” the band is too slick to convey the tension of the
lyrics.

Springsteen’s guitar solos are quick but intense, and he even
makes a viable instrument out of the harmonica. Several
instrumentals stand out—Danny Federici’s haunting organ on
““Point Blank,’’ Steve Van Zandt’s guitar on ““Crush on You™
and Clarence Clemons’ saxophone throughout—but the
overall group sound is what really impresses.
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Company will perform at 8 p.m. Tuesday in

Memorial Hall.

Louis, the company

critical acclaim and is the recipient of

numerous awards, including Guggenheim
Memorial Fellowships in dance. Clive Barnes
of The New York Times describes Louis as
“one of the most important and memorable of

all events

phenomenon.”’

in the dance world...a

* Louis is sponsored by the

Triangle Dance Guild Series and the Carolina
Union. Tickets are available at the Carolina
Union Box Office.
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TODAY'S ACTIVITIES
The Black Student Movement Graduate Action
Commitiee will have » general meeting at 7:30 p.m. in
Greenlaw 104 1o discuss plans for the coming neception for
students. :

The Election Laws Revision Committee will hold a public
hearing at 7 p.m. in room 215 of the Union. Craige Brown,
former Elections Board ¢hairman and Roy Cooper, Student
Sopreme Court chief justice, will dincuss clections laws;
problems and remedies, All are welcomie 10 atiend.

Gsy Awareness, sponsored by Caroling Gay Assocation
gnd the Umon Human Relations Board continues with a
wotkshop and a lecture on Femissim snd the Gay
Movement™ at 3:10 p.m. in room 207 of the Union and
**Jerry Real—The New Conservatism™ &t 7:30 pom. in 209 of
the Union.

The new students will have = meeting at the Battle House
from 9-10 p.m.

Want 1o educnie the campus aboutl the E.R.A.T 1981 is the
last chance for the amendment in Nortl Carolina, Come
help the cause! Meel 2t 4 p.mi. on the balcony of Great Hall.

The Devotional Life Study Groap will meet st the Battle
House from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

The Pauline Armitage Collection in Canadian Literature
will be received into the English Department library, 522
Greenlaw Hall at 4 p.m. All are invited (0 a shortreading of
Canadian Poetry as read by facully members.

There will be 8 Winter Retrent Plasning mecting at the
Battle House from 5-8 p.m

Pre-Vetevinary stndeats—Come 10 311 South Building this
afternoon for help in planming required courses and
interinstitutional regstration for courses taught only =t
NCSU. Meeting of all interested in the new North Carolina
Veterinaty Medicine, Nov. § at 4 p.m. Watch for
announcement of place of meeting.

The Media Board will meet @t § p.m. in 321 Greenlaw.

The Stadest Nurses Association invites studenis in the
School of Mursing and those [reshmen and sophomores
interested in joining SNA 10 atiend a program on self-
defense at 7:30 p.m. in the Wrestling Room at Woollen
Gym. Wew comfortable clothing. SNA members are
reminded 1o bring refreshments,

Overesters Anonymous Meeting—No dues required. At 7
p.m. &t the Chapel of the Cross.

The Toroate Exchange preseats “The ultimate in
sportsmanship—ROLLERBALL." James Caan stars a1 7,
9:30 and midnight Monday in Carroll Hall. Admission is $1.

The Caroling Commitice on Ceatral America presents
“Revolution or Death,” a documentary film produced by
the World Council of Churches Monday &t 7 p.m. at the
Newman Center.

Do you wani a grest job next summer? An carly start is
extremely important! Come lesrn about the resources
available which can help! Take 45 minutes of your time
today 10 ettend a meeting sponsored by Pre<Career
Experience Program. Next summer you may be glad you did.
Meet at 3 p.m. in 208 Gardner,
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COMING EVENTS

The new Sclescr Fiction amd- Fastasy Cub will meet at
8:30 p.m. Tuesday in room 211 of the Unioa. Call 3-1566 for
more information.

Pledpes of Delta Sigena Pi will have a covered dish dinner
at 6 p.m. Tuesdny at Gigi Semith's apartment, C-3 Tar Heel
Manor, Call 929-6458 lor directions,

Let the Asociation of Businew Stndests treat you! We
invite all business school faculty and mudents 10 our
Halloween party on Wednesday, from 3:30-5 p.m. in rooms
202 and 204 of the Union. Wise and refreshuments will be
served.

There is an Animation Art Sede/Exhibil in the Carolina
Union lounge (upstairs) Monday and Toesday from 10 am.
10 7 p.m. Come see origingd pictares of Begs Basny sad the
Roasdrinast and morz,

CHEC, now meeting in the new Student Heslth Service
building, Health Education Sulte, every Tuesduy st 7 p.n.
CHEC provides information breast and pelvic exams had
contraceptive methods,

EOOS, the campus environmental group is haviig &
meeting a1 7:30 p.m. in 104 Greenlaw. Everyone interested in
the environment is welcome.

Wallace Hyde, Corter N.C. Chalrman, will ssewer
guestions from ibe sedience and [rom Reagen nad Andenson
represenintives. Waich the debaie on the big screem
afterward. UNC Young Democrats Chub, Tuesduy sf § p.m.
in 202 of the Union.

The Anderson for Pregident commitice will meet st 7 p.m.
Tuesday in 105 Gardoer. Everyone is urged to attend

The Hunger Activs Comumittoe will mest at 330 p.m.
Tuesday in 106 Campus Y. Come if you can.

Hillsd »ill have 2 bosrd mesting ot 7 p.m. Tussday ot
Hillel Housg, 210 W. Cameron Si. The square dance and
other November events will be discussed. All board members
are urged to attend.

James David Barber, a Jovws B, Duke professor of
political science and author of The Presideatial Character,
will speak on the perspectives of the 1980 presidential
clection Wednesday at the Hillel Hoese after Hillel's Deli
Night. Enjoy New York-style sandwiches and cream sodas
beginning at 6 p.m., then listen 1o Dr, Barber's predictions
on who will be ihe next president.

Thac:vﬂ_lb!_mm_in_lionﬂmjmoﬂh“ql-
Creative Anschronlsms Tuesday &t 7:30 p.m. at the Chapei
of the Cross (Room A). All interested in the currenr Middic
Ages are invited,

AIESEC mandatory meeting for members at lurge. Towm
Browne from Natiosal Commitiee will be here, There will be
2 potluck supper afterwurd. Meet a1 6 p.m. Wednesday,

AISEC Board of Directors mesting—Members please
attend Wednesday at 4:00 p.m.

ITEMS OF INTEREST

De. lrvis Eberemprels, professor of Eaglish ot fhe
University of Visgisls, will spesk on “*Doctrine and Formuls
_ms Terma of Liserary Criticlm: The Esample of Gulliver™s

Higher States of Consciousness
* Without Drugs

Presented by Institute For Self Study,

Tonight, Oct. 27, 8 p.m.

Carolina Inn, Carolina Room
Registration $3.00

must be received in Washingion, D.C., by Oct. 24 a1 no cout.
Given in Raleigh Applications and informution s 101 Nash
Hall and 211 Hanes. -

ARSENTEE BALLOTS NOTARIZED:
FREE—Democratic Headquaners, 102 W. Franklian 81,
Saturday sturting ot 9 s.m., Susday and Mooday from 7
pm® pm. of see your bank or Student Legal Services,
Soite B, Studemt Union during busines hours.

Come bear Laure Brows, jounaslist and feminist, speak
on lrae—on U.S. imperiafism, women and the revalution,

student representative on the IM—Rec Advisory
Bowrd—Contact Charlie Brown, Sulte C of the Union, or
Bert Woodard in the IM office.

Msadutory cliale for volleyball sad soccer officiah
(reforees) Wednesday 5:00 pom. in )04 of Woollen Gym
Atieotion: Soccer referees are siill nesded by the IM olfice.

I’y thme to pre-register for sex! semsester’s clmsses, bu!
whet (hen? To get tips on Carcer Planning and Resume
Writing, come 10 Morrisdn's Social Lounge at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday for a Univensity Placement Cemter workshop. An
interviewing skills session will be Nov, 1.

An MBA Forum festuring meprosentatives from 14
universities will be held in Oremt Hall. There will be
presentations about different types of MBA programs,
followed by a fair lor representstives and students. All
majon inviled. Spomered by lhe Amociation of Busises
Stndents and Usiversty Plscemmend.

The Carolins Union Fils Committes is Laking suggestions
for ity spring scvies. Please pud suggestions ip writing and
give them to any film staff person or mad to: ““Union Film
Committee, Carolina Union."

intamarals: Postion open for Area Codrdinator for
Craige Residence Hall. . padd position involvisg promotiag
IM activity and supervising volumieer decied hall
managers...Contact Marty Pomerantz at 933-1153.

CELEBRATE THE YEAR IN PICTURES! Sign up mow

" through Nov. fo have your YACKETY YACK portrail made '

ol the Union. Sittings will be made Nov. 3-21 ia room 208 of
the Union. Qualify for beer for a your.

Crew Olub s sponsoring its Ml sangel PUMPKIN
SALE—just in time for Halloween. Get yours outside the
Union from 9 am.-1 p.m. thin week only. Hurry, they'ne
soing last,

MARCH
OF DIMES

THE

Daily Crossword vy cemeyn nighier

29 Moequito
barrier
33 Contompt
brpdar
37 Teacher's
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