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'Voice of l ar Heels' loves
work, in spite of long days
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Woody Durham (left), Carolina announcer, reads statistics for a Tar Heel game
. . . Jim Heavner and Bob Holliday, Durham's old sidekicks, look on.

Durham recently accepted a new job as
Executive Sports Director for Village Com-

panies Incorporated which owns Tar Heel
Sports Network, WCHL radio, and Village
Cable TV.

"It's difficult to explain the job because
it's actually being created," Durham said. "It
will involve initiating new program ideas and
doing syndication."

Durham said one of the reasons he decid-

ed to take the job was because it will allow
him to build up a certain amount of security
and become a little more involved in the
Network.

Durham's current job at Channel 28 in-

volves a newscast at 6 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.
Monday, through Friday.

As a child he used to come to Carolina
games with his parents to watch " Charlie
"Choo-Cho- o' Justice play.

"It's kind of ironic," Durham said. "He
became one of my best friends and it's been
over 30 years."

Durham attended UNC-C- H and worked
on Channel 4 for three of his undergraduate
years. When he was just a junior, he began
announcing regional ACC basketball games.

Soon after college, he changed from
Carolina athletics and announced Wake
Forest games. He worked at Wake Forest
when Brian Piccolo played there. "He 'was
cut from a differeht mold as far as personali-
ty was concerned," Durham said of the fam-

ed Chicago Bears' player.
Durham's next big move was to Sports

Director at WFMY in Greensboro. But then

By ROSE WAGNER

WOODEE! WOODEE!
That cheer at Carolina home football

games is proof that Carolina fans know that
Woody Durham is the "Voice of the Tar
Heels.

But how many know how Durham
became the "Voice", and what being the
"Voice" involves?

Few people realize how much time Dur-

ham puts into the football games on Satur-
day afternoons. He spent 15 hours alone
preparing for the game against E.C.U.

Preparation involves making spotter
boards, charts showing information about
the three or four men who play each posi-

tion. The spotter boards include weight,
height, class, hometown and any unusual
aspect about a player.

"It's a ready reference. Half the stuff I

prepare is never used but I figure it's better
to have it than not to have it," Durham said
in a recent interview.

Durham also has to research and read
about the other team's players, statistics and
previous meetings with Carolina teams. "I'd
like to make the players become more than
just a number," Durham said.

The work is not done when the game is

won for Durham because he does both the
football and basketball coaches' shows. "I
actually get involved in the taping at about ,
8:30 p.m. and leave Chapel Hill when the
show is finished which is usually around 1:00
a.m.

he heard of an opening for a Carolina sports
announcer. "Being an alumnus and always
interested in Carolina football and basket-
ball, I pursued the job and got it," he said.
And it was eleven years ago that he started

' his role as "Voice of the Tarheels."
Durham spends many hours with his de

manding career. "Soon I'd like to be able to
put myself in a position where I can spend
more time with my wife and children,"
Durham said.

As a result of his recent change in jobs.
Durham will be spending more time at home
because he will not be doing the News on
Channel 28. "It gives me the freedom to
spend more time with my family.

"She's unique," Durham said, referring to
his wife. Jean. "She's done an exceptional
job with Wes' and Taylor (their sons). In our
business, the divorce rate is high. Anytime
you find two people who've been together
as long as we have, it's unusual."

Mrs. Durham said, "You learn to adjust a
schedule to fit the schedule of whom you
are married to. The way I don't get upset is 1

think of all the advantages we have. We

0y

travel a lot." The Durhams have been to
Hawaii twice, to New York, and to the West
Coast.

; She said the children are used to not see-
ing that much of their father. "But now it's
becoming more important for him to be with
them," she said. "We'd like to spend time
getting involved in Taylor's grade school ac-

tivities and Wes would like his dad to be
able to come to his JV football games," she
said.

Durham said he had high hopes of his
children going to college but not necessarily
Carolina. "I hope they are qualified to go
where they want to go. The thing that mat-
ters is that they get what they want in educa-
tion," he said.

"I don't want to stand in their way when
they make a choice of schools, but I know
they would get an excellent education if
they came here." . '

.

Durham said he enjoys his job and gets
great satisfaction in hearing that people
sometimes turn down their TV sometimes to
listen to him on the radio. He said that he
tries to create atmosphere but does not try
to make the games more exciting than they
are. "When the games get exciting, I get ex-

cited." he said.
He especially enjoys the play-by-pla- y as-

pect of his jofr because of its spontaneity.
"It's one of the few areas left in broad-
casting that you. can't predict what's going

Vto happen. Youjust tell about it as it
occurs." he said. ,

"I'd like to continue doing play-by-pla- y

for at least another ten years," Durham said.
"To me it's a challenge every time I go out
there. It's like playing a round of golf. I real-
ly, really enjoy it." - fs

Rose Wagner is a staif writer, ior The Daily
Tar Heel.
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XJ ...after all.

For years the Casio name has been associated with high quality calculators and other
microelectronics devices. Now the Casio company has put that same technology to work to create
the most exciting and affordable new tine of keyboard instruments that we have seen In years.
Lightweight, versatile, inexpensive, and Incredibly easy to operate, any of these instruments can
be a welcome addition to one's multi-keyboa- rd setup or can easily serve as your main keyboard.
Up to eight notes can be played at once on the larger models and several of them have built-i-n

rhythm capabilities which are great for composing, practicing, or solo performance. B & B now
has four different models in stock ranging in price from $69.95 to $595. The VL-To- is the
smatlestunit, being about the size of a small melodica. With this small unit you can literally create
your own music-combinin-g a variety of tempos and instrumental sounds.

The modet 2C2 offers 49 different instrumental sounds and a tone memory which retains up to
four different sounds. This is a great feature since most keyboard players have a few sounds
whtch-they-wiitutiii- most. frequently. There is also the model 301 which offers 14 different preset
sounds and 16 built-i-n rhythms. The 401 model offers these same basic features with the added
capabiiity-o- f playing chords and bass in the left hand. All of the Casio models have pitch controls
to allow tuning with other keyboards and built-i- n speakers for practice anytime, anywhere. Casio
keyboards, innovative, versatile, affordable,

'lightweight, and all units carry a one year :;,.- - L'warranty. Check them out at B & B. IC C55 H
Check Out Our FREE CASIO Demonstration , yZB&&uxD U Css
on Wednesday, SepL 23, 7:30 pm at B & B.

Barbara Cook . . .
Carol Sloane . y v

Herb & Potato . . . ;
Manhattan Rhythm Kings . . .

Mamie Carmichael ...
Paul Epstein ... and more!!!
(after al, we're just beginning)
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Eastgate Shopping Center
Chapel Hill

Stephen's, after all.
cafe & supper club . . .

'

the village plaza, elliott road'
chapel hill, north Carolina 27514
(919)929-0217- -

the southern part of heaven
finally has what it deserves.
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