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Senate alterations “disasterous,’ says Hunt

The Amociated Prews

RALEIGH — Gov. Jim Hunt heaped
blame on President Reagan and the Repub-
lican Party Thursday for what he called a
disastrous Senate vote to alter the federal
peanut program, warning that it signaled a
grave threat to tobacco price supports.

But late Thursday, the Senate turned
back an effort to dismantle government
tobacco price supports. The senators voted
5342 to retain the plan, but there were

dozens of amendments still to be consi-
dered, including other efforts to scale back
the tobacco program.

Before the vote in Washington, Sen.
Jesse Helms, R-N.C,, chairman of the
Senate Agriculture Committee, cautioned
he did not know whether efforts to protect
the tobacco price support program would
be successful. ““It’s close,” he said.

Helms defended the program on the Se-
nate floor Thursday night, charging the to-
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bacco industry ‘‘is maligned everyday, not
by people who are insincere, but by people
who are sincerely wrong or misinformed.”

Both Helms and Sen. John East, R-N.C.,

- voted to keep the tobacco price support

program in place.

. At a news conference earlier, Hunt said
the defeat for federal peanut allotments
was an indication that the traditional
alliance of interests that had protected
tobacco, peanut and other farm commodi-
ty programs had fallen apart.

“Yesterday was one of the darkest days
for North Carolina farmers in my
memory,” Hunt said.

Peanut-state senators were forced to ac-
cept what was described as a compromise
after suffering a 5642 defeat on an
amendment to protect the program. But
Hunt said it was ridiculous to call the out-
come a compromise.
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- News in Brief

Busing debate teeters in Senate

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate liberals, their three-month filibuster broken,
vowed to Thursday renew delaying tactics when debate resumed on a conser-
vative proposal to limit court-ordered busing in school desegregation cases.

After failing in four attempts before the August recess, the Senate Wednesday
mustered the 60 cloture votes needed to stop the talking and the approve, 60-39,
and anti-busing proposal offered by Sen. Bennett Johnston, D-La.

Johnston’s amendment to a Justice Department appropriations bill would
prohibit courts from ordering a student bused more than five miles or 15 minutes
from home. It would apply to existing busing orders.

Also approved was language offered by Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C., to prevent
the Justice Department from spending any money to seek court-ordered busing.
- Further action on the bill, however, was postponed, probably until next
month. The leader of the liberal forces, Sen. Lowell Weicker, R-Conn., said he

would try to delay the measure another three months when it returned to the
floor.

Union opposes government

WARSAW (AP) — Solidarity defied Poland’s ruling Politburo on Thursday
bydeclaringlhcjndepmdmtunionwouldﬁghtwbreakthccommunistregimc’s
stranglehold on factories “in the face of progressive economic ruin.”

The official Interpress news agency said the Polish Council of Ministers met
all day ““in view of the present situation,”” and that a communique was expected.

Solidarity has fueled a year-long labor upheaval in Poland, and a new strike
was threatened Monday by Warsaw bus and streetcar operators demanding full
pay for the 50 hours they blockaded the city’s center in a protest over food shor-
tages in early August.

Stamp prices won’t increase

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Postal Rate Commission turned down a request
by the Postal Service to raise the cost of mailing a first-class letter from 18 cents
to 20 cents. " '

The independent commission said it found no justification for the request.
The current rate, the panel said, was fair and equitable and allowed the Postal

Service enough revenue to deliver the mail.

The Postal Service has contended, however, that it was losing money at the
rate of half a billion dollars a year despite being allowed to raise the first-class
rate from 15 cents to 18 cents in March.

1 For the record

In “Tobacco Supports Threatened™
(Thursday, Sept. 17, 1981), The DTH in-
correctly quoted Jeff Armnold as saying
that without price supports, small- and
medium-sized farmers would not survive
and corporations would buy out North
Carolina tobacco farms. Skip Smith,
press aide for Rep. Charles Whitley,
'D-N.C., actually made the statement.
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