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Baseball begins anew
with summer league
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With the Tar Heels' College World Series
hopes drowned by the two quick losses in
the South Atlantic Regional last week in Co-

lumbia, SC., the thinking and planning
around Boshamer Stadium has inevitably
turned towards the future.

The North Carolina baseball dropped a
9-- 4 decision to The Citadel and a 1-- 0

squeaker to East Carolina, eliminating the
squad from any further tournament play.

Next year suddenly doesn't seem so far
away. The first step towards the reevalua-tio- n

of goals and achievements starts on
June 4, when the Tar Heels travel to UNC-Wilmingt- on

to open their 1982 summer
season with a doubleheader.

Ifs call the North State College Baseball
League, and with only three other teams in
the conference NC State, Campbell, and
East Carolina.

There isn't the pressure here that engulfs
the regular spring season, nor is there the
jockeying for a position in the lineup that
pervades the lengthy fall schedule.

This is the time for the veterans to polish
unsatisfactory aspects of their game, the
walk-on- s to shine and somehow gain a spot

on next year's team, the entire squad's
chance to work together as a unit and play
some relaxing baseball while staying in tune.

Carolina finished dead last in 1981, win-

ning just seven games. But this summer's
collection includes more than a few hold-

overs from the ACC champion Tar Heels; sec-

ond baseman Mitch McCleney, third base-
man Jeff Hubbard, Chris Pittaro, outfielder
Todd Wilkinson, spot stars Joe Rocklein and
Stuart Jump, and catcher Tim McCee, who
shared plate duties this past season t $ ly

The pitching staff includes bullpen aces
Ronnie Huffman and Chris Mench, and Greg
Karpuk, who holds the 1982 North Carolina
strikeout record with 13 in one game.

A couple of players who redshirted this
past season Luke Rasnake and Jon CLeary

will be back and there are a slew of junior
varsity players hungry for playing time.

So there's baseball for those of you who
can't survive the summer without it, for
those who enjoy the combination of beer,
baseball and the sun.

The Tar Heels open their home summer
season June 11 against East Carolina.
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