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Owners mum over video earnings
By BOB KIMPLETON 1 i ' r 1

Start Writer

Video games are a way of life in
Chapel Hill.

With four video arcades on Franklin
Street, not to mention games in bars,
restaurants and even supermarkets, al-

most everyone knows PacMan Donkey
Kong or Defender.

But the business end of the video
craze is less visible. Who owns the
$3,000 machines, who gets the money
from this billion dollar industry, and

how much do the machines make?
One reason that little is known about

the video business is that some people
in the business don't want anyone to
know.

Chris Maroldy, manager of Noel's Sub
Machine, wouldn't say where the
machines in his arcade come from or
how much they make. "That informa-
tion is classified," he said.

He did say that there are several ar-

rangements used to place games in es-

tablishments. Machines can be, bought
outright from a distributor, leased from
an operator, or leased with an option to
buy. Also, some machines are leased on
a percentage basis, where the operator
and property owner each take a cut of
the gross.

In a high-volu- situation, where
machines are expected to pay for them-
selves, ownership is often the preferred
route. Soaps manager Carey McCloskey
said all the video games in the bar-laundro-

were bought from a distributor

in Philadelphia. She said that on a good
night one of her better machines (like
Ms. Pac Man) might be good for 100-- 1 50
plays, $25-$5- 0.

Bars use video games as both a draw
and a source of revenue. "Ifs a means
of recreation," Tim Kirkpatrick, owner
of The Henderson Street Bar, said. "It
also adds income to my business." Kirk-

patrick leases his games from Dossett
Music in Durham on a percentage basis.
Dossett Music empties the machines,
counts the money and splits it 50-5- 0

with the bar.
Barry Huff, owner of The Upper Deck

bar, said he prefers leasing his eight
video machines to buying. "Video
games are rather faddish," said Huff,
who also leases from Dossett Music. "A
lot of the machines come and go. .

there's a lot of speculation in it"
While some machines may fade from

popularity. Huff said the video games
will be here "till something comes along
and replaces them."
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at Is adifficult decision that's made easier the women ofthe
Fleming Center. Counselors are available day and night to support and
understand you. Comfort, safety, privacy, and a friendly staff . . . that's
what the Fleming Center is all about.
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Those of you who know this man's music
have already called, pleading for front-ro- w

seats. Opening night was sold out.

Those of you who have nor heard this
man sing should take heed... You'll be in
for an evening and a voice you will
never forget. .

MARK F4UIXPHY
The 1981 Downbeat Critic's

No. 1 Choice
; Voice of the Year

JUNE 16-2-7
Stephen's After All

Elliott Road, Chapel Hill
929-021- 7
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TOWNHOUSE APARTMENTS

Townhouse luxury In a beautiful, residen-
tial setting. Optimum location for Chapel
Hill, Durham and all the Research Triangle
area. Featuring two bedrooms, 1 baths
and dishwasher. Air conditioned, of
course. Enjoy swimming and handy laun-
dry facilities. 2525 Booker Creek Road.
Phone 967-223- 1 today! Model apartment
furnished by Metrolease. Rental office
open 9--6 Mon.-Fr- i. Cable television
available. ONTHEBUSUNE

APARTMENTS

Chapel Hill, Durham and the Research Tr-

iangle Park are all within easy access.
Bright, modem one and two bedroom
garden plans offer a pleasant hillside loca-
tion. Air conditioned, equipped kitchen,
swimming pool, tennis and laundry facili-

ties. 500 Highway 54 Bypass. Phone 967-223- 1

today! Model apartment furnished by
Metrolease. Cable television available.
Rental office open Mon.-Fr- i. 9-6- .
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APARTMENTS

Great location. Real value. No kids. Modern
one bedroom plans in a lively all-adu- lt com-
munity. Carpeting, air conditioning and
pool. Laundry facilities on premises. 200
Barnes St. Phone 967-223- 1 today! Model
apartment furnished by Metrolease. Cable
television available. Rental office open
Mon.-Fr- i. 9--6.
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APARTMENTS

First-rat- e location on the 15-50-1 Bypass.
Spacious one and two bedroom garden
plans offer carpet, air conditioning and
modem kitchen. Swimming for your enjoy-
ment, laundry facilities for your conve-
nience. 1105 Highway 54 Bypass. Phone
967-223- 1 today! Model apartment furnish-
ed by Metrolease. Rental office open 9--6

Mon.-Fri-., Cable television

ONTHEBUSUNE

Modem one and two bedroom garden
apartment offering carpeting, air condi-

tioning and modern kitchen. Very con-

venient location, swimming pool, ten-

nis and handy laundry facilities. Model
apartment furnished t by : Metrolease.
Cable television available. Rental office
open Mon.-Fr- i. 9--6. 306 North Estes.
Phone 967-223- 4 today! .
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