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B.J. Surhoffcourting Olympics, pro scouts
"I feel very fortunate that I have a lot

of natural ability," Surhoff said. "But it
didn't all just come to me. I put time and
work into whatever sport I play and I

hope to get better each year.
One key to Surhoffsjimprovement as

a baseball player over the last year was his
involvement in the Pan American Games
last summer. Former American League
all-st- ar shortstop Chico Carrasquel
believed Surhoff was the best player in
the Pan Am Games.

"I learned a lot about different styles
of play in different countries," Surhoff
said. "It was fun to see a lot of guys who
played high-calib- er baseball and to see
how I stacked up against them."
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a freshman and was named to Baseball
America's Fresjiman an team.
This season, Surhoff attained first team
pre-seaso- n an status as only a
sophomore, and he has promised that his
average would not dip below .400, as it

did late last year.
"1 think I can stay in the .440-.45- 0

range this season," Surhoff said. "I'd be
disappointed if I didn't. No one so far
has shown to me that 1 can't hit that
well."

The North Carolina coaching staff
agrees. Head coach Mike Roberts called
Surhoff "one of the best players in the
country," and UNC assistant coach
Howard McCullough had even more to
say.

"B.J. has a good makeup," Mc-

Cullough said. "He's never complacent;
he always strives to be better. He's got
more baseball ability than anyone I've
ever seen."

None of this should be surprising to
anyone who knows Surhoff. The 6--1, 185
pound catcher comes from athletic stock.
His father played pro basketball for the
New York Knicks, his brother pitches in
the Philadelphia Phillies farm system and
his sister played volleyball and softball at
Iona College.

Surhoff followed in their footsteps to
become All-Sta- te in football, basketball
and baseball. He topped off his high
school athletic career by being named
New York Daily News athlete, spring
athlete and baseball player of the year.

Despite his many natural athletic
abilities, Surhoff works harder every day
to improve himself and that shows on
the playing field.
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By LEE ROBERTS
Start Writer

Editor's note: This is the first in a series on UNC

athletes con tending for a place on the 1984 U.S.

Olympic team.

A scout for the Toronto Blue Jays was
sitting in the press box during Monday's
North Carolina-Eas- t Carolina baseball
game at Boshamer Stadium.

When somebody asked if he was there
to watch UNC's star catcher BJ.
Surhoff, the scout replied, "Every team
in the major leagues is looking at
Surhoff."

And why not? The sophomore sensa-
tion from Rye, N.Y. is hitting a whopp-
ing .452 to lead the No. 4 Tar Heels to a
30--8 mark with two weeks to go in the
regular season. With a batting average
like that anyone is bound to be confident,
and Surhoff is no exception.

"I feel real good at the plate," Surhoff
said on a rare off-da- y for the Tar Heels.
"I feel like I can hit off any pitcher that's
out there."

Surhoff said there have been a few
times this year when he felt so good that
he just knew he could hit the ball out of
the park. Take, for example, the
Maryland game on March 25. Surhoff led

off for the Tar Heels in the bottom of the
first, and he got that feeling. Especially
after the home plate umpire called a
strike on a three-on- e pitch that Surhoff
and the rest of the Boshamer Stadium
crowd felt was low and outside. On Ter-

rapin pitcher Mike Romanovsky's next
pitch, Surhoff sent the ball high and out-
side the park.

Last season, Surhoff set a North
Carolina batting record by hitting .386 as

or three amateur players in the country."
Surhoff is not officially on the Olympic

team yet, but McCullough said that
unless Surhoff is hurt, he will be in Los
Angeles come July.

"Ever since I heard about baseball
coming to the Olympics, I've thought
that winning an Olympic medal was
becoming more of a reality," Surhoff
said. "The closer it gets, the more excited
you get about it."

Surhoff said that having the chance to
represent his country in the Olympics is .

an exciting prospect.
"It makes all the work and time I've

put into playing worth it," he said. '

"We'll have to play with a lot of pride,
because baseball is the American pastime,
and we want to show the world we're still
the best at our game."

Whatever happens in the Olympics,
McCullough is certain that Surhoff will
do his country proud.

"For someone who's gotten as much
recognition as B.J. has, it's very easy to
put your head higher than everyone
else," McCullough said. "But the kid is

as humble as the day he walked in the
door."

To top all that off, there has even been
talk lately purely speculative about
Surhoff being able to play in the major 1

leagues. Roberts and "McCullough believe
the blond-haire- d whiz could play profes-
sionally tomorrow. ' '

"He has the two things most important '
to making the major leagues," Mc-

Cullough said. "He has a great arm and
he's got fine speed. Major league peo-

ple know they can't teach that. Getting
over the initial awe of playing in the ma-

jors, I think he might struggles a hitter
all young players do but I could see

the kid doing pretty well."
These days, it's hard to imagine B.J.

Surhoff not doing anything pretty well.
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Surhoff stackedup rather well, hitting

:429 in 10 games and helping to lead the
American team to the bronze medal. And
the Pan American experience earned
Surhoff many points in the eyes of the
selection committee for the 1984 U.S.
Olympic baseball team. Baseball will be
an exhibition sport this year, but is ten-

tatively scheduled to be a regular points
event in the 1988 Games. Surhoff was one
of only eight unanimous selections to the
preliminary 44-m- an Olympic roster.

McCull6ugh was the regional coor-
dinator of the Olympic tryouts in the
Southeast Region at Duke University last
fall, and he liked what he saw in Surhoff.

"In the tryout at Duke, B.J. was easily
the top player out there," McCullough
said. "He's definitely one of the top two DTHCharles W. Ledford

.J. Surhoff has drawn great interest from major league scouts
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and freshmen. Brown said Clemson used
a similar system that had gone over very
well with the students.

According to Brown, there was a pro-
blem created by trying to put tickets in
envelopes at short notice. "It takes an
average of two days to put the tickets in
the envelopes," Brown said. He added
that he and Edmundson discussed stuff-
ing the envelopes sometime during the
summer to avoid last-minu- te rush.

Both Brown and Edmundson agreed
that as of now the system would not
change without strong student support
for the new proposal.

Students wishing to offer opinions or
alternate plans may do so by writing a
note or calling the CAA. Go by Room
2151, Suite A of the Carolina Union or
call 962-430- 0.

By MIKE ALLEN
Staff Writer

Proposals to change the football ticket
distribution system are being considered
in order to streamline ticket office opera-
tions, according to ticket office manager
Ken Brown.

Brown said Tuesday that he and
Carolina Athletic Association President
Jennie Edmundson met to discuss alter-
native ways to distribute football tickets,
but stressed that nothing would be decid-
ed until sufficient student feedback was
received.

"What we really want is student opi-

nion. We will not change anything
without student input," Brown said.

One plan being considered is a priority
system in which seniors would get the best
seats, followed by juniors, sophomores

THE CAROLINA THEATRE
DOvmovN tmnnn M&naja FRIDAY, APRIL 6th, 8:00 pm

CARMICHAEL TICKETS 11:50 Gen. Ad m.
on Sale at Union Box OfficeGENUINELY STARTLING! VISUALLY

BRIGHT AND ARRESTING. The right
audiences are bound to appreciate the originality
displayed here, not to mention the color, rage,
nonchalance, sly humor, and ferocious fashion
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BARREL OF FUN

r 161 E. Franklin St.
Chapel Hill NC
(next to Sutton's)

OURS EXCLUSIVELY
IN KINTEK STEREO

2:30 4:45 7:00 9:20"HERE'S THE COMEDY
CATCH OF THE YEAP

"ALFRED HITCHCOCK'S
DELIRIOUSLY EROTIC THRILLER

IS BACK, AT LAST!"
-- Pat Doweii. wastiingtomanIts the best time to be had at

the movies since 'Tootsie'." fSb?l
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SPECIALS
TOKEN EASTER EGGS

FOR EASTER
$5 & $10 Sizes

BIRTHDAY PARTY?
100 Tokens - $15.00

MUST
END

THUR.1 VjL,
r i
i 2 FREE GAMES
! FRIDAY i
J 8-- 11 pm
I
I

DTH (Limit 1) J
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"Gloriously funny .. .marvelously
buoyant ... brilliantly cast V

lioi id I N."M YORK MAH.ISb p A f
TOM HANKS

DARVL RANNAH

EUGENE LEYStore Hours: M-T- h 9:30-ll:30Fr- i., Sat. 9:30-- 1 amSun. 12-1- 0 pm

T
I IT'S TIME TO GET PHYSICAL!

Anytime's the right time to look great and feel better.
Why wait! Make this the best summer yet.

Join us at DINNER SIRLOIN
Salad Bar

Baked Potato or French Fries
Homemade Yeast Rolls

,E $4.85
Nautilus Free weights Aerobics Free child care Wet areaGTAHT8 FRIDAY ONE WEEK ONLY!

Daily 7 & 9 Sunday 5, 7 & 9
Late Shows Fri.& Sat. at 11:30 See how fun fitness can be!!

CLIP THIS COUPON FOR ONE FREE WEEK! J

Coupon valid with appointment only until April 30, 1984 i
one coupon per customer

(Discount Tickets Available At The Student Union

Diririer served 5-9:- 30 pm 7 days a weekWoody AliensLATE SHOWS
FRI. & SAT.

BRITTANIA
HOSPITAL11:30 11:30'PLAY IT AGAIN SAM

i
i
I Call 933-924- 9

967-572- 7157 E. Rosemary
503C West Main St., Carrboro All major credit cards accepted

TODAY
ONLY
3:15

LAST
DAY!
7:30
9:30
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CAROLINA CLASSIC SERIES CHAPEL HILL
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CYCLE' SHOP
STARTS
FRIDAY

Vincent Canby,
New York Times
"GLENDA

JACKSON IS
SIMPLY SUPERB."

Judith Crist
Saturday Review

Tho MICDTO MR. SMITHin
Marilyn Monroe

Clark Gable
Montgomery Cliff
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SAVINGS up to 40
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Europe this
Summer!

Field Programs on
Landscape & People

IRELAND
June 12-- 28

ENGLAND
July 1-- 29

SWITZERLAND
August 2-- 20

Learn about the environ-

ment, history, and life

today while exploring cities,
towns, and the countryside
with an outstanding Euro-

pean faculty.
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now

$220
$200
$300
$149

was

$310
$265
$425
$279

Del Rey
Supreme
Team Fuji
Cambridge

ROBERT ENDERS

iJnew line cinema
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WIDE SELECTION OF 84 MODELS
FROM $199

Al l MODU S IN STOCK AVAILABLE FOR TEST RID!
Saturday - 7:00 & 9:30

Union Auditorium
Admission Free.

2:30 4:45
7.00 9:15

For details please contact:

SCHOOL OF ARTS & SCIENCES

P.O. Box 5545, Berkeley, CA 94705
(415) 549-148- 2

' Credit atwUk.

STARTS
FRIDAY! EAST FRANKLIN STREET

942 3061 Ojxn 9-- 6 Mon-Sa- t.20 H. If.mklin St
'Next 1 Burner King)


