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PlayMakers: A season of love in drama

By MELISSA CROOM
Tar Heel Staff Writer

PlayMakers Repertory Com-
pany at UNC will present six
plays during the 1984-85 season
beginning in mid-October.

“The overriding theme is love
and romance,” said Gregory
Boyd, artistic director of Play-
Makers. “The plays provide an
exploration into the different
relationships between men and
women.”

The productions scheduled for
PlayMakers ninth professional
season include “Ring Around the
Moon™ by Jean Anouilh, “Our
Town” by Thorton Wilder, “Mea-
sure for Measure” by William
Shakespeare, “Cloud 9™ by Caryl
Churchill, “*Curse of the Starving
Class™ by Sam Sheppard and
“Cyrano De Bergerac” by
Edmund Rostand.

As a prelude to the season,
PlayMakers will also present
“The Last Song of John Proffitt™
by Tommy Thompson from mid-
September until mid-October.

“Ring Around the Moon" is a
fable about twin brothers discov-
ering the perplexities and intric-
acies of love. Shy and sensitive
Frederic is in love with a hussy
who is in love with Frederic’s
twin, Hugo. To save Frederic
from an unhappy marriage, Hugo
brings a beautiful dancer to a ball
to distract him. Masquerading as
a mysterious personage, she is a
total success, both destroying the

cynical romances and falling in
love herself. Jean Anouilh is a
French playwright from the post-
World War II generation.

Thorton Wilder’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning drama “Our
Town™ will open in mid-
November. This American classic
depicts the humor, simple beauty
and pathos of life in Grovers
Corner, New Hampshire, set
against a background of centuries
of time, social history and reli-
gious beliefs. As children, George
Gibbs and Emily Webb are play-
mates who gradually grow to love
each other. Emily’s subsequent
death reveals a peace that the
living can never understand.

In February, PlayMakers will
present its second annual PlayF-
est, featuring three productions:
“Measure for Measure,” “Cloud
9” and “Curse of the Starving
Class™ which will be performed
on a rotating basis.

The timeless love story “Mea-
sure for Measure,” “first per-
formed in 1604, is Shakespeare's
darkest comedy, pitting the wiles
of love and desire against the laws
of man and society.

In “Cloud 9,” British playw-
right Caryl Churchill destroys the
laws of society concerning the
wiles of love. The play begins in
1880 Victorian Africa as a parody
of social, sexual, gender, and
racial roles. Men play women,
women play men, blacks play
whites, whites play blacks and
adults play children. Act 11 shifts
to London 1980, with the actors
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switching roles and the lovers
switching partners. “Cloud 97 is
reccommended for mature
audiences, according to Boyd.
Another play reccommended
for mature audiences is “Curse of

the Starving Class” by Sam

Shepard. The play is a scathing
examination of the American
Dream where an archetypal fam-
ily living in a farmhouse in the
American West have everything
they need and nothing they want.
The action bursts with changes
and reversals as each family
member pursues a diminished
dream thwarted by the illusion of
fulfillment.

The season will conclude with
the French classic “Cyrano De
Bergerac” in which Edmund
Rostand creates a play of
romance and adventure. Cyrano
is a lover, poet and master
swordsman with the most famous
nose in the history of drama.

The season prelude one-man
show “The Last Song of John
Proffitt” by Tommy Thompson
narrates the tale of a fictional
friend of Dan Emmet, the Amer-
ican ministrel who wrote “Dixie.”
Thompson, a member of the Red
Clay Ramblers, is the co-author
of the musical “Life on the
Mississippi,” which was pres-
ented by PlayMakers in 1982.

Due to the success of last year’s
season, PlayMakers is offering
longer runs and a wider arran-
gement of performances for the
1984-85 season. Each production
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will be performed for two-and-
a-half weeks. According to
Robert Tolan, production direc-
tor of PlayMakers, there will be
15 regular performances of each
.play this season compared to 11
last season. “We are adding
performances to the run of each
show to accomodate the demand
for seats,” Tolan said.

To promote the 1984-85 season

PlayMakers has hired SRO, a
telemarketing firm out of
Atlanta. According to Susan
Gazarek, a representative from
SRO, the firm has launched a
subscription campaign by calling
local Raleigh, Durham and
Research Triangle Park resi-
dents. “l feel like PlayMakers
deserves the recognition and
growth we can provide,” Gazarek
said.
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Dance for Fun and Exercise

e Classical Ballet

e Jazz, Tap, Modem

e Ballroom

® Aerobics

e Afternoons, Evenings
Saturdays

® Adults and Children

Ramshead Plaza
15-501 By Pass

H

with the teachers who have the know-how

Cerlified by The National Academy of Ballet

e Over 80 students
accepted by the
N.C. Schoolof the Ars

e Serving Chapei Hill
over 25 years

e New facilities witn 3

aircondifioned

studios, with floating
floors
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or 929-6628
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Tues.
Ladies Lockout
Free Admission

Beer and wine for
ladies only 'til 10:30.
Late night Happy
Hour from 10:30 to
Midnight with 2/25¢
draft and specials
for those 21 & over.

@ Be sure to apply now to have your
membership card when you arrive.

e Special rate for Freshmen and Junior

Transfers — $7.50 (reg. $10.00).

18 Year Old Memberships Are Welcome

Wed.
Rockin’
Wednesday
Your favorite Rock
'n Roll all night. Late
night Happy Hour
from 10:30 to mid-
night with 2/25¢
draft and specials
for those 21 & over.
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e Enjoy the finest sound and light system

in the area.

e The place in Chapel Hill for dancing or

meeting friends.
Unbeatable Weekly Specials Include:

Thurs.
Free beer il
midnight. Also,
specials for those

21 & over.

Fri.

Happy Hour 3 ‘til $2.00 pitchers 'til
9. 2/25 draft and 10:00

specials for those

21 & over.

If you're looking for a nice climate controlled establishment with a lot of class to dance or to socialize, Purdy’sis the place to be.
We also offer large seating capacity; two wide screen tvs; large, completely equipped bar and a professional, courteous staff.

Return membership application and $7.50 to: Purdy’s P. O. Box 597 Chapel Hill, NC 27514

Sat.




