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Union film festival features female director Silver

By FRANK BRUNI
Staff Writer

in June 1980, women members of the
Directors Guild of America held a
grievance session during which they
released statistics showing that, of the
7,332 feature films produced and given
wide release by major studios in the last
30 years, only 14 were directed by
women.

To Joan Micklin Silver, the news
undoubtedly came as no suprise. Silver
first had to direct three independently
financed features before United Artists
entrusted her with 1979s Head over
Heels (re-released in 1981 with the title
of the Ann Beattie novel, Chilly Scenes
of Winter, from which it was adapted).
That film, 1977°s Between the Lines, and
the 1977 short feature Bernice Bobs Her
Hair constitute the Joan Micklin Silver

film festival put together by the Union
Film Committee, with shows tonight

~and Sept. 20 at 7 and 9:30 p.m..

“1 thought it would be good to give
some exposure to a fairly permanent
American woman director.” said
Robert McDaniel, the film committee
member who proposed the idea for the
festival. “There aren’t very many women
who make feature-length films that
actually get seen.”

McDaniel himself had only seen
Chilly Scenes of Winter at the ime he
suggested the Silver festival, and he was
not then aware of Bernice Bobs Her
Hair, a49-minute adaptation of F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s celebrated short story that
was shown as part of PBS’s series on
great American short stories.

Margaret O’Connor, an associate
professor of English and American
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The private practice of a female gynecologist
specializing in all phases of obstetncs and gynecology.

Located at 3500 Westgate Drive, Westgate Plaza,
Suite 504, Durham, North Carolina—across from South
Square Mall. Hours by appointment, evenings and

Call this number: Durham 493-4525, Chapel Hill

studies at UNC who teaches a film
criticism class, blamed both sex-role
stereotyping and the inability of women
to get experience for the dearth of
women directors.

“There are still problems with women
getting into the guilds that give produc-
tion experience, early experience,”
O’'Connor said.

O’'Connor also said there was no clear
line of ascension in film work. “You
have to be picked out for leadership,
or something dramatic,” she said. “The
people on top haven't yet recognized
women that way.”

Some women diretors, however, have
found television more receptive.
“There’s much more work available
there,” O'Connor said.

For Silver, dues were paid not
through television work but through
writing and directing short educational
films. Recognizing the difficulties
women directors were having with
major studios, Silver found independent
financing — through investors her
husband knew from his real estate
dealings — for her first two features,
Hester Street and Beitween the Lines.
Hester Street, omitted from the festival
because it was shown only a few
semesters ago at UNC, garnered uni-
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Bridge
Knitting

September 17 & 18

Sign Language
Ballet
Clogging

Sign up for classes — Room 213 of the Union

(More information at Union Desk)
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,
WEEKLY FEATURES
Weaving Spinning Tai-Chi
Massage Yoga Belly-dancing

Aerobics
Modern Dance

11 AM-1 PM

- Union
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Finest selection of Tar Heel Sportswear and Memorbilia

Athletic footwear ¢ Custom Orders e Trophies and
Awards ¢ Swimwear e Class Rings

CAROLINA PRIDE CLASSIC
SUNDAY, SEPT. 16, 2:00

Featuring Olympians Michael Jordan, Sam Perkins and B.J. Surhoff
All proceeds go to American Cancer Society
Show your Carolina Pride and help the American Cancer Society

Ask us for details

*WEAR WHAT THE WINNERS WEAR*

151 E. Franklin St.
Downtown

Chapel Hill
042-0127

Special hours for football weekend Fri. & Sat.9-9 Sun. 9-4

CHIC HAIR

Willow Creek Shopping Center ¢ Jones Ferry Rd.

Carrboro e 929-9490
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versal critical praise. Silver won an
Oscar nomination for her screenplay.

While that film was about the
experiences of Jewish immigrants in
New York City at the turn of the
century, Silver’s subsequent films have
been inhabited by eccentrics whose
foibles tell much about the societies in
which they live. Berween the Lines turns
to the workings of an anti-
Establishment newspaper to find these
characters, Bernice to the “roaring "20s,”
and Chilly Scenes to the seemingly
unrequited love of an emotionally ¢
muffled young man. :

With these films, Silver has helpe
to break ground for women directors.
Amy Heckerling (Fast Times at Ridge-
mont High) and Claudia Weill (Jt's My
Turn, Girlfriends) have recently
directed films that were well-received
both commercially and critically. And
well-known actresses — Barbra Strei-
sand and lLee Grant, for instance —
have exploited their personal backing
to test their wings, with successful
results, as directors. -

For women directors, “there’s hope,”
O’Connor said, “but it will take time.”
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Campus Calendar

The Carolina Student Fund/DBTH Cam-
pus Calandar will appear daily. Annéunce-
ments to be run in the expanded version
on Mondays and Thursdays must be
placed ‘in the box outside the Carolina
Student Fund office on the third floor of
South Building by 5 p.m. Friday and 3 p.m.
Wednesday, respectively. The deadlines
for the limited editions will be noon one
day before the announcement is to run.
Only announcements from University
recognized and campus organizations will
be printed.

Subdivision

By JIM HOFFMAN
Staff Writer

A Raleigh developer won appro-
‘val from the Carrboro Board of
Aldermen Tuesday night to build 14
units in a subdivision off of W. Main
Street. But a pending law suit may
enable the developer to build up to
19 units in the subdivision.

The board unanimously approved
the application by White Oak Prop-
erties Inc. to build the subdivision
in the lot bounded by W. Main
Street, High Street and Hillsborough
Road.

In August 1983 the aldermen
rejected the company’s request to
build 19 townhouse units. That
decision was overruled in Orange
County Superior Court, but the N.C.
Court of Appeals has yet to make
a decision on the issue.

Paul Carr, representing White
Oak Properties said he did not know
if he would go ahead and build the
14 units or wait for the Court of
Appeals decision.

approved

Several of the residents in the area
complained during the 1%-hour
public hearing that their privacy
would be affected by the subdivision.
The aldermen granted the applica-
tion however, on the condition that
suitable screening be placed between
the subdivision units and neighbor-
ing residents.

The public hearing was continued
from July.

In another related matter, the
board passed an ordinance amend-
ment reducing the width of the right-
of-way on local streets.

Aldermen Zona Norwood and
Jim White voted against the amend-
ment, saying it was being proposed
soley to accommodate the developer.
The N.C. Department of Transpor-
tation reduced their minimum
requirements for the right-of-way on
state streets from 50 to 40 feet last
May, according to zoning adminis-
trator Greg Sheppard. The local
ordinance reduces the width from 60
to 50 feet.

Thursday

Career Planning and Placement
Orientation and Resume Writ-
ing Workshop in 209 Hanes.
Carolina Student Fund Steer-
ing Committee meeting in 300
South Building.

Senior Class Volunteer meeting
for all Seniors intefested in
working with the class in the
Union.

Womens’ Lacrosse Organiza-
tional meeting on Ehringhaus
Field. Call 967-6568.

4:30 p.m. Campus Y Membership meet-
ing in Gerrard Hall.

Students Older Than Average
open meeting in the Campus Y
Upstairs Lounge.

5:30 p.m. UNC Rugby Club practice on
Glen Lennox Field.

GRE Information Session in
208 of the Union.

2 p.m.

4 p.m.

Sp-m.

7 p.m.

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow-
ship - South Campus Fellow-
ship meeting in Ehringhaus
Social Room. -

ol

$1.25; shown also at 9:30 p.m.
and midnite.
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UNC Cycling Club fall planning
meeting in 220 Union.

Saturday

Carolina Gay Association bus-
iness meeting followed by
Lambda Newsletter meeting.
IVCF Large Group meeting in
Chapel of the Cross Parlor.
Outing Club Kayak Roll Clinic
at the Indoor Pool. Call 933-

9:30 a.m. Anglican Student Fellowship
breakfast at Chapel of the
Cross,

7705.
Campus Crusade for Christ,
large group meeting in the

Union.

The Carolina Union present the
films Between the Lines and
Bernice Bobs Her Hair. No

admission; shown also at 9 p.m.
Taking the GRE in October?
Informational meéting in 208

7 p.m. The Carolina Union presents
Alexander Nevsky. Admission
is free; shown also at 9:30 p.m.

Sunday

7 p-m. The Carolina Union presents
St. Louis Blues. Admission 1§
free, shown also at 9:30 p.m.

Monday

Union.

7:30 p.m. Chimera convention planning
meeting in the Union.
STAND agenda meeting in the
Campus Y Lounge. Call 933-
5186.
Parachute Club meeting in the

7:30 p.m. American Association of Uni-
versity Women new members’
dessert at Binkley Baptist
Church. Call 929-9265.
Campus Crusade fro Christ
presents Josh McDowell

8 p.m.

Union.
Carolina Students for Life

items of Interest

meeting in the Union.
Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes huddle group meeting in
205 Union.

Friday

7 p.m. The Carolina Union presents

Gorky Park. Admission is

The Graduate Record Exam is Oct. 13
Registration must be postmarked by
Thursday, Sept. 13. Registration matenal
available in Nash Hall.

To Pre-Vet Students: did you know you |
can take the GRE Advanced test in
Biology instead of the VAT for Vet 3
School? Contact the pre-med advising
office in 201D Steele for information.
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Szechuan as well as Sino-Calabash Seafood for your selection.

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY AND
CATERING SERVICE AVAILABLE
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Free Eagroll with Dinner |
| _Expires Sept 30, 1964 __ | Mon Fri 1130.2:15 o
103 E. Main Street All ABC Permits Sun. 12:00-2:30 [
Carrboro, NC 27510 == Dinners
(Across from NCNB) “ - - Sun-Thurs 5:00-9:30 l
T 942-0006 Fri-Sat 5:00-10:30 _ii
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_DR. FRANCIS CHAN'S |

CHINESE AND SEAFOOD RESTAURANT

U

Come by and make a friend with me. I shall provide wine to toast
with you all for this special aquaintance, (my treat). We have
excellent, I mean really excellent, cuisines from Hunan, Peking, 1
U
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INTELLIGENT , MODEST ... : :

MAAM? EXCUSE ME, BUT
1 THINK THERE'S SOMETHING
| YOU SHOULD HEAR..

© 7984 United Feature Syndicaie.inc.

9-13 N\

Y/

—

IT'S NOT OETEN YOU
SEE A TEACHER TURN
PALE, AND RUN OUT
OF THE ROOM ... Y,
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IN FACT. A CERTRIN UNNAMED
OR MAYBE T CONTESTANT APPEARS TO HAVE
SHOULD SAY IT'S A MORE... SHALL WE SAY.. PRO-
A | oriGinaLLY PROVIPED. BUT
THERE 10 FAR BE IT FOR ME T SPREAD

VULGAR, TACKY , NAY, MALICIOVS
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