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Program allows chances for special friendships I '
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'Doug had heard all about Carolina basketball, but he'd never been
in the stadium. I took him into Carmichael one day, and he just
stared like it was the greatest place he'd ever been. ' Tory Johnston
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By NANCY ATKINSON
Staff Writer

Take a needy child and give him an adult friend,
one who is caring, dependable and enthusiastic, and
that's a special relationship. Multiply it 190 times and
it's not just special, it's the Campus Y Big Buddy
program.

"It's the biggest Big Buddy program in the state,
and it's the biggest it's ever been," said Murphy
Townsend, co-chair- of the program. "Everyone
knows by word of mouth how much fun the program
is."

Designed as a community outreach, the program
begins at the demand level in the elementary schools.
Beginning with the academic year, the program
requires each Big Buddy to meet with the referring
counselor of his or her Little Buddy and that he or
she attend workshops.

Enthusiasm, time and stability are all important
qualities in a Big Buddy, but stability is what these
children most need from someone, Townsend said.

"We'd like the Big Buddy to set a time every week
to visit, because we want the children to anticipate
their coming and to know they can depend on it,"
Townsend said.

Big Buddies spend at least two to three hours a
week with their Little Buddies, in many group and
individual activities: rollerskating, bowling, horseback
riding, holiday parties or just walking around campus
and having fun together.

Rachel Shanberg, guidance counselor at Carrboro
Elementary School, said, "It would be better for these
children not to have the experience than to have it
and be denied because a Big Buddy didn't follow
through." Shanberg praised this year's Big Buddies
for their dedication and enthusiasm.

"(The Little Buddies) are kids I think would benefit
from a special relationship," Shanberg said. "They
come from families where the parents may not have
the time to talk or the resources to do things with
the child."

The children do not need another disciplinarian
or babysitter, but a role model and friend, said
Glenwood Elementary School guidance counselor
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"Doug had heard all about Carolina basketball,
but he'd never been in the stadium," Johnston said.
"I took him into Carmichael one day, and he just
stared like it was the greatest place he'd ever been."

Through the success of the program, everyone has
come out happy: the children, the counselors and the
Big Buddies. Townsend said the children took pride
in having a Big Buddy, and he had heard good reports
from the elementary schools.

"The college students were every bit as excited as
our children were when they called," McKee said.
"I have never seen such an enthusiastic group."

Schanberg also said more Big Buddies are signing
up and seem more dedicated to the program.

"The more students that sign up the more I feel
like it will result in a match," she said. "Also as a
program becomes more entrenched you tend to
consider it as an alternative."

The program leaders spoke in glowing terms about
this year's success, but they conceded it was hard work
keeping up with buddy pairs and counselors,
rematching buddies, counseling and offering ideas to
Big Buddies, and organizing group activities.

"(The work) is dealing with little problems every
day. There's a ton of organization with a group this
size," Townsend said.

Missy Bell, also Big Buddy an, said the
program was worth the effort. She said, "The most
rewarding thing is seeing the Big Buddy groups around
campus and to see that it's actually working and not
just a bunch of paperwork."

Becky McKee. "This (Big Buddy) is their adult friend
who pays attention to them and not to anyone else;
he's someone who they can trust," McKee said.

With more than 375 people interviewed this year,
the popular program had to turn away many female
applicants, but a shortage still occurred because not
enough male college students signed up to be Big
Buddies for the male Little Buddies, who outnumber
females 120 to 70.

"Guys in general don't run over here and turn things
in on time," Townsend said. He said they recruited
more males through advertisements.

Although children with disciplinary problems often
get along best with Big Buddies with athletic abilities,
sophomore Tory Johnston said many guys might
think the program is "not macho." Johnston said the
time he spent with his Little Buddy, Doug Farrington,
had been a great outlet.

"Being up at school, I didn't want it to be all schoo)
and fraternity, and it gives you a good feeling to dp
something you didn't have to do for someone else,"
he said. "From the time IVe known Doug until now,
hell initiate conversation when I introduce him to
people. He's becoming more open and confident."

Townsend, who has been with his Little Buddy,
Seth, for almost two years, said he felt very gratified
by the time they spent together.

"You just sort of watch his progress and it's really
neat," he said.

Big Buddies also experience the joy of simple things
as seen through a child's eyes.

OTH Jamie Moncrief

Campus Y's program lets students have fun with their Little Buddies.
Here, Doug Farrington, 6, of Carrboro, tosses a Frisbee.
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WE'RE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE
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American Heart Association
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To Honor Our
Popular Late Night
Employee We Are

Offering This Great
Deal! Come In After

11:00 PM and You'll See
Why He's So Popular!
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HENDERSON STREET BAR

HAPPY HOUR
3-- 7 Monday-Frida- y

ALL DAY WEDNESDAY
Plus Daily Specials
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Buy A Steak Bioquit , Fries, And Medium
Brink And Get A Steak Biscuit FREE

Expires December 10, 1084
929-242- 5 University Square
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See the best in local filmmaking

Student Film Festival
Thursday, Nov. 29 7 pm

in Union AuditoriumOpen 1 1 AM
Mon.-S- at1 08 Henderson St.
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is a question a lot of young people in high
school and college are asking. Then, even if you get the
finest college degree, where can you use it meaningfully?

Perhaps the answer lies in becoming an Air Force of
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ficer through Air Force R0TC. We have many different
career areas in which specialists of all kinds are needed.
And as an Air Force commissioned officer you can have
unequaled opportunity for leadership and management
experience, plus an excellent starting salary and benefits
package.

Consider Air Force R0TC as a gateway to a great way of
life for you. Find out about the benefits of a four, three or
two-yea- r scholarship, that pays $100 a month, tuition, book
costs and lab and incidental fees. Couple that with what will
be waiting after graduation, and you have the answer to
what you've been looking for.
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DON'T WAIT CONTACT CAPTAIN JAY PARKER
AT CHASE HALL OR CALL 962-207- 4

Gateway to a great way of life.
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The FULL HOUSE is no
ordinary pizza!

The FULL HOUSE is ten
great toppings for the
price of only five! 1

Perfectly portioned.

The FULL HOUSE is a
feast of flavors delivered
to your door ip 30. .

minutes or less and
every single one is
absolutely freshly made.
When there's more than
one big appetite, and two
or three toppings just won't
do, the FULL HOUSE
is the answer!

The FULL HOUSE is
here now, and only
available from America's
favorite pizza delivery
people, Domino's Pizza.

Open your door to a
FULL HOUSE!

in Chapel Hill:
UNO South Campus and
East Chapel Hill call:
967-000- 6

209 US1 5-5- 01 ByPass

UNC North Campus,
West Chapel Hill and
Carrboro, call:
929-024- 6

503 W. Rosemary St
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We do all the grocery shopping, al
the cooking and all the cleaning
up...so you will have time to enjoy
your Spring Semester at:

e

Open your door to a 1 2"
SMALL FULL HOUSE
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pizza with THREE ,
servings of Pepsi
for only $8,901
Price includes tax!

Delivery is always
absolutely FREE!

One coupon per pizza.
Expires: 112984
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J L :Granville TowersUniversity Square
929-714- 3

Limited delivery areas.
-- lyem uomtno s rizza, inc.
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Where Convenience Is Standard


