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Pagano's slightly red cheeks glow
when she talks about her family. She
said her husband is a "gourmet."

"When she was in theology school,
our boys were still at home," Pagano
said. "We all had to help with the
cooking."

The Pagano's have two children
"Two young men," Ms. Pagano said.
"I can't call them boys anymore." She
said the best thing parents can do for
their children is provide a good
example.

"The boys were cooking breakfast
one morning and I came in and said
I would set the table," she explained.
"When I asked them where the plates
were, they said the plates were warming
in the oven. i

"I never told them I like warm plates
they just knew," Pagano said.
Pagano seems to be good with

children. Lenchek said Pagano was in
charge of the youth group at the church.
"I think children are initially more
accepting of a woman," Lenchek said.
"They know her as Nancy, rather than
just a priest."

And in addition to warm plates,
Pagano has a lot of warm ideas. She
said much of young people's problems
with unwanted pregnancy and abortion
deal with self-estee- m.

"Many girls feel they need to have
sex in order to be somebody," she said.
"What you need to do first is love
yourself first. Then you can love other
people."

Pagano's husband said, "She's clearly
found her metier it's the right thing
for her to do. The priesthood is just
the right vehicle for her talents.

"I'm very impressed with what she's
done, but not surprised."
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By ELIZABETH ELLEN
Arts Editor

In the words of company co-foun- der

Mercedes Ellington, a show
by Balletap, U.S.A. is not a typical
dance program. Instead it is a
combination of "a Broadway show,
MTV, and a strict dance concert. "
Chapel Hill dance fans will get the
chance to see this unusual entertain-
ment combination tonight in Memor-
ial Hall, as Balletap U.S.A. closes
the Union-sponsor- ed Triangle
Dance Guild season.

The company is, according to
Ellington, the product of performer
let-do- at the close of a major
project. She and Maurice Hines had
just finished performing in "Sophis-
ticated Ladies" on Broadway when
the two decided to start a company.

"We had all this energy and
stamina built up," she said in a phone
interview yesterday. "We were look-
ing for something else to do that
would be equally challenging." The
pair created their own challenge in
the form of a dance company.

One of the purposes of the com-
pany, said Ellington, is to preserve
and promote tap dancing, an endan-
gered American art form. "Ameri-
cans tend to take Americans for
granted in the art world," she said.
"We (Americans) instead appreciate
foreign tastes, perhaps because this
is still a young country. Tap dancing
has been treated like a stepchild. We
want to say to the nation 'This is
yours,' as well as take tap to other
countries as something to be proud
of."

Ellington said Maurice Hines and
his brother Gregory, of "White
Nights" fame, are two of very few
currently active practitioners of their
particular school of tap dancing.
Preserving this heritage, handed

down from black film stars of the
30s and '40s, has been a challenge.
"It is hard to find young tap
dancers," she said. "After young
performers spend money on their
ballet, jazz, modern, and acting
lessons, there is no money left for
tap. It is usually last on the list."

Balletap, U.S.A. has a number of
ways to remedy this lack of tap
dancing interest among the younger
generation. Tapping to new music
is one appeal as is the combination
of tap with other art forms. "We do
this so tap won't be like Latin
a dead language," Ellington said.

The company also updates the
style by expanding technical range.
"People are able to do more and
greater feats today, as witnessed by
the Olympics," said Ellington. "The
body is put through more tests.
Dancers are jumping higher, and
extensions are getter higher."

Guest performer Obba Babatunde
will appear with Balletap, U.S.A.
tonight. A veteran Broadway star,
he will perform a medley of numbers
from shows such as "Dreamgirls,"
"Grind," and "Golden Boy."

Other works on the program range
from an a cappella warmup number
to a spoof of MTV. Numbers are
scheduled to immediately follow
each other with barely a pause.

Future goals of Balletap, U.S.A.
include establishing a school, con-
ducting residencies, and achieving
non-prof- it status, said Ellington. Of
course, the company hopes to stir
up interest and keep alive a valuable
heritage. "We want to continue the
preservation process," she said. "We
hope to tap some new resources."

Balletap, U.S.A. will perform
tonight at 8 p.m. in Memorial Hall.
Call 962-144- 9 for ticket information.

Oy KCttY CLARK
Staff Writer

For a lot of people she would make
the perfect mother. She sees sexuality
as a gift, thinks it's OK to have a beer,
runs 10 miles a week and keeps her
plates warm. .

And by the way, the Rev. Nancy
Reynolds Pagano is a priest in the
Episcopal Church.

"1 spend a lot of time in church,"
Pagano said. She spends 10 to 12 hours
conducting services each week. In
addition, she plans services, oversees
youth groups, visits the sick and
counsels people in crisis.

"I marry people," she added. "I do
funerals and bury people."

Ordained in 1984, she is now a priest
at the Chapel of the Cross at 304 E.
Franklin St. in Chapel Hill. Pagano
studied at Duke University where she
received a master of divinity degree and
a master of theology degree. She also
attended General Theological Seminary
in New York.

Pagano said there are 10,000 Epis-

copal priests. And although she is one
of only 600 women among the ranks,
it is hardly the only thing that makes
her so interesting.

"She is absolutely marvelous as a
counselor, and when leading services,"
said Mary Arthur Stoudemire, a
member of the church governing body
elected by the congregation. "Her
deployment in service is just beyond
reproach."

Karen Lenchek, a Chapel of the Cross
secretary, said "a few people were a little
tentative about a woman priest at first.
But most have come to accept her and
the good things she has brought."

The reservations some people had
toward a woman in the pulpit were
based on "hypothetical reasons," said
Pagano's husband Joseph, who is a
physician and professor in the UNC
School of Medicine. "The reservations
were based on the concept of a woman
priest not on a personal basis," he
said.
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The Rev. Nancy Pagano is one of 600 female Episcopal priests in America
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. . . about AriSchooTs spring arts classes beginning April 21
Hurry! Get your copy at
fmcoed Bar In Raleigh. Durham CENTER
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Considering a serious involvement

with an IBM PC?
VISUALS

ARTSPERfmMI NOI AMEWANNo one faces
cancer alone. A T ORGANIZATIONfCANC9

f SOOiTY ArtSchool Carr Mill
Carrboro 942-204- 1

ATHLETIC WOMLD
(CM Spoirts

CB Sale Fri. 5-- 9, Sat. 10--6

Up to 70 off
Salesmansamples from 12 states
AU merchandise dmstically reduced, must sell
1 days only

Athletic World
133 W. Franklin
Next to Granville Towers

Store Hours
M-- F 10-- 7

Sat. 10-- 6
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With the American Express Card

you can buy everything from new
spectacles to some pretty spectac-

ular clothing. The latest in audio
equipment and the latest albums.

The Card is the perfect way to pay
for just about anything you'll want

during college

How to get the Card
before you graduate.

Because we believe that college is the first

Get the inside story
on the family!

...At the IBM-ON-CAMP-
US PC Fair.

See what an IBM Personal Computer
can do to make your academic life

a lot easier. ,
"

Today is the last day!
IBM will be in room 211212 of the
Student Union from 10 until 5:30

Schedule
10-1- 2 Open Lab

sign of success, we've made it easier for you

to get the American Express Card. Graduating

students can get the Card as soon as they

accept a 110,000 career-oriente- d job. If you're
not graduating this semester, you can apply

for a special sponsored Card. Look for

student applications on campus. Or call
CARD, and tell them you want

a student application.

The American Express Card.

Don't leave school without it?M

45 min. sessions
1:30
2:30
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3:30-5:3- 0 Open Lab

Attention Students, Faculty and Staff
This is your chance to win an IBM System
Come register at the IBM-on-Camp- us PC Fair
Thursday or come register in the RAM Shop of
Student Stores before May 11th

This is for Students, Faculty and Staff Only

Passes! Cempytess On Ccrcipuon 2


