By JOANNE GORDON
Staff Writer

In the 60s students protested for
civil rights and equality in order to
break down prejudicial barriers. In
the 70s students voiced their opinions
in heated discussions to attempt to
reduce prejudices; beginning this fall,
administrators and 46 students will
take another step to dissolve cultural
and racial barriers.

It's called UNITAS.

To promote multi-cultural under-
standing, UNC student government
has developed the living and learning
arrangement in a wing of suites in
Carmichael Residence Hall. UNI-
TAS is similar to current health-

science, French-Spanish and German
programs. However, UNITAS stu- |

dents will not share a common
language or have similar career

to interact with faculty members at
a personal level when faculty speak-
ing at course seminars are invited to
social functions.

Asycue ang future members of
UNITAS say this year's students will

determine the future of the program. -

“Students who are doing this are
going to have a lot to say and do
about what happens the second
year,” Asycue said, downplaying her
committee’s function. “What the

UNITAS committee or the people
who worked on it this year will do
is provide the resources and infor-
mation so that the students will have
more than just input.”

Andrew Moore, a future UNITAS
member, sees his function. “I like the
idea of spearheading a project like
this and seeing how it develops in
the future. It's exciting to be a first
in a new program of this nature.”

Jeff Cannon, the area director of
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housing for Carmichael, said his
staff’s experience this year with the
other living and learning programs
will help them anticipate the kinds
of problems that might arise.

He hopes that UNITAS will serve
as a model for the other residents
of Carmichael. “The concept that
they have proposed in UNITAS and
what they are trying to achieve in
increasing understanding of people

who are different from others is a

Cultural unity with cultural diversity

good one.™ he said.

Editor’s note: UNITAS, although
printed in all capital letters, is not
an acronym. Student Government
chose the name for the program
under Parker's administration
because it was thought to mean
‘equality’in Latin. Yet UNITAS does
not have a Latin etymology. Accord-
mg to Asvcue, UNITAS siands for

“this program.”
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