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Sports

Miller’s wild jaunt 1ignites dormant Heels

Generally speaking, unless you're
one of those folks from the field-
position-is-everything school of
watching football games, a punter has
about as much impact on the out-
come of the contest as the mikeman.
Saturday’s UNC-Illinois game pro-
vided one of those rare exceptions to
the above rule — not to mention what
is sure to be remembered as one of
the wackiest broken plays of the 1987
season.

Late in the second quarter, with
a persistent drizzle baptizing the
scason opener and the Fighting Illini
leading a Dullsville game by the
unremarkable score of 7-3, North
Carolina punter Kenny Miller trotted
onto the field to terminate yet another
stalled Tar Heel drive.

On fourth-and-three from the 29,
Miller took his place at the UNC 15-
yard-line, stretched out his hands in
expectation of the snap and, as he
does each and every time he punts,
drew a long breath of air.

Some 57 yards and a pulled groin
muscle later, Miller finally exhaled,
disappointed that he didn't have the
speed to score, but secure in the
knowledge that he had single-
handedly ignited a Tar Heel team
with a serious case of the blahs.

Two plays later, 15 seconds before
halftime, Torin Dorn swept around
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left end to put UNC ahead for good.

“The inspiration factor was out-
rageous.” UNC defensive tackle Cecil
Gray said of Miller’s run. “We were
waiting for someone to light the fuse
and that did it. That play told us we
could pretty much do what we wanted
to on the field.”

Dorn's TD began a run of 3l
unanswered Tar Heel points, a streak
which more than decided the issue.
Needless to say, Miller was ecstatic
with his cameo appearance in the
sparkplug role.

“You cowa tell by the expressions
on the guys’ faces in the locker room
(at halftime) that they were fired up,”
Miller said. “You're always hoping
that maybe one time you’ll get a
chance to do something like that. It
all happened so fast, I'm not even sure
if I was breathing.”

In case you missed Miller’s time,
here’s what happened. The snap from
UNC center Tony Cooper was a one-
hopper, forcing Miller to bend over
to field the ball. When Miller looked
up, he saw Illinois’ Howard Griffith
storming in from the left and John

Wachter coming from the right.

A neat one-two step left Griffith
face-down on the wet turf and Miller
briefly showed punt again (“I was just
thinking of getting the thing off as
quick as I could™). No dice. Wachter
was too close for Miller to kick the
ball away so the 6-1, 213-pound
senior from Phoenix, Md., did the
next best thing. He ran like hell.

Bouncing out to the right side,
Miller picked up a couple of blocks
to get the first down. But he wasnt
through yet. A nice cutback to his
left at the 40 sprang Miller for a few
more yards and then, suddenly, he
was staring at 50 glorious yards of
wide-open Kenan Stadium sod. That
was all that stood between the Tar
Heels' punter/ placekicker and glory.

“It was really strange when I came
through the hole and had gotten by
the last man,” Miller said. “I was
running as hard as | could, but I
pulled a groin on the last cut | made.”

Even with the injury, Miller
trudged on alone as he made his
personal trek to paydirt. Delving
back into his high school days as an
option quarterback and early colle-
giate stints as a converted tailback
and wide receiver, Miller held the
pigskin close as the yard markers fell.

Forty. Thirty-five. Thirty. Twenty-

five. Twenty.

Pandemonium on the sideline and
in the stands. And then it ended.

Stephen Jordan, a 5-9 defensive
back for the Illini, collared Miller
from behind (incurring a five-yard
facemasking penalty in the process)
and wrestled the Tar Heel punter to
the ground at the 14.

“It was a good heads-up play,”
UNC coach Dick Crum deadpanned.
“The thing that amazed even Kenny
was that he broke a couple of tackles.
But I think even I could have gotten
into the end zone faster than he did.”

The pulled muscle was actually a
fortunate occurence for Miller. It
provided him a shield against the
ribbing of his coach and teammates.

“When I got back to the sideline,
everybody was coming over and
saying ‘You've been sitting on the turf
too long.” ” Miller said. “But I'm not
in that bad of shape. Really.”

Even if Miller wasn' in bad shape,
the 1llini were, and coach Mike White
knew it. “When a guy can take the
snap and wander through the entire
defense like he did, it makes a big
impact on the game,” White said.
“After that play, it looked like
somebody pulled the cork out on our
sideline. We started feeling sorry for
ourselves.”
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CHINESE RESTAURANT
790 Airport Rd
Master Chef C.C. Cheung from Hong Kong would like to
invite you to try our new lunch or dinner menu.

* FREE EGG ROLLS TUESDAY & THURSDAY *
* FREE CHICKEN WINGS WEDNESDAY *

Join us for lunch on Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday and receive a FREE
Appetizer with purchase of any Lunch Special. Choose delicious entrees
from our new 37 item special lunch menu. Lunch Specials include choice of
three soups and rice/lo mein for only $3.81 plus tax.

The First Semester Meeting of

The Alliance of Black Graduate
and Professional Students
will be held
Thurs., Sept. 10 at 5:15 p.m.
207 Venable Hall

DTH/Charlotte Cannon
UNC punter Kenny Miller races downfield during action Saturday

Colorful
Plastic Storage

Milk Crates

Weekly Dinner Specials

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Fri. & Sat. 5-10:30 Dinser
CALL 967-6133
FOR RESERVATIONS & TAKEOUT

Mos.-Fri. 11-2:30 Lanch
Sat. & Se=. Nooa-2:30 Lanch
Sun.-Thars. 5-9:30 Diaser

*ALL ABC PERMITS
*WE CAN MEET
YOUR DIETARY
NEEDS UPON el
IEQU'EST =

FRIDAY, OCT. 9

Go on SALE THURSDAY, SEPT. 10, AT 10 A.M.

Tickets available at Smith Center Box Office, all Ticketron outlets or by calling 1-800-233-4050.
MasterCard, Visa, and American Express accepted with phone orders. Cash only accepted at Smith

Main Topic: Graduate Freshman Mentor Program

Open To All Students
Call Maria Curry 962-0457/929-7483

For More Information

KENWOOD ¢ WESTWOOD ONE

DEAN E. SMITH CENTER

on the University of North Carolina campus

SEAT TICKETS e *17°° EACH

Center Box Office and Ticketron outlets.

No Cameras or Recording Devices Allowed
PRODUCED BY CELLAR DOOR CONCERTS
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$8 value
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g Il Stores Open Nightly & Sundays ® Excep! Cameron Village
RALEIGH » Ca \ﬁll & North Ridge / DURHAM ¢ Northgate Mall
GREENVILLE o Ihe Plaza

Fall Fitness
Student Special

9 month membership

omy #1890

(Three low installments

nes,
Olympic weight room, aerobics classes, of only $63.00 each)

Wolff Tanning Bed, Lifecycles, sauna,

Ilautilus

FITNESS CENTER, INC
Two Great Locations:
Durham Nautilus

Chapel Hill Nautilus
Hillsborough Road

Chapel Hill Bivd.
Straw Valley (next to Best Products)
3830330

968-3027
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THE

Since 1974

CHAPEL HILL—CARRBORO—DURHAM'S
LARGEST & OLDEST BIKE SHOP
Featuring the Best:

® Schwinn ® Trek
® Centurion ® Cannondale
¢ Diamond Back ¢ Earth Cruisers

Save *50 to *200 (guaranteed lowest prices)
(over 1000 bicycle inventory)

- *10° OFF Bike Tune-Up

Regular *295° NOW $193¢
® Oil & Lubricate Moving Parts
® Check Tires

® Tune Wheels
® Adjust Brakes
® Adjust Gears & Bearings

With this coupon - Expires 9/30/87

Expert one day repairs done by factory trained mechanics
with over 15 years experience.
- ALL WORK GUARANTEED —

SALES — SERVICE — REPAIRS
104 W. MAIN ST., CARRBORO

(Across From Wendy’s On C Busline) MON-SA
OPEN SUNDAYS! ofing
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