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New tax laws may affect scholarships Chapel Hill awarded
for good seatbelt statsBy BRIAN LONG The standard 1987 deduction is

$2,540 for a single person and
$3,760 for a married couple. People
who do not itemize their returns can
take the deductions.

Students also can claim a per-
sonal exemption of $1,900, unless
their parents claimed them as a
dependent on their returns, Morris
said.

Another change that may affect
students is that only 65 percent of
consumer interest charge cards,
car payments can be deducted
on 1987 returns.

But Hoffman said: "In order to
take interest as a deduction you
have to itemize. Most students don't
itemize."

Eleanor Morris, UNC's director
of student aid, agreed. Students
should keep award letters from
scholarships and receipts from bills
as proof of where their money went,
she said.

Students should be aware that
scholarships and grants from both
the spring and fall 1987 semesters
must be included on tax returns,
Morris said.

"We did issue a bulletin to
students a year ago telling them to
keep records," she said.

Confusion has resulted from the
changes, however. Morris said that
when her office sent out the letters,
officials thought the University
would be responsible for reporting

individual students' aid to the
Internal Revenue Service and to aid
recipients in a 1099 form.

But the government does not
require the University to notify the
IRS or students. Many students
have been expecting a 1099 form
they never will receive, Morris said.

The student aid office is preparing
a new bulletin to notify students of
the policy changes, she said.

But Hoffman remained optimis-
tic. "They shouldn't panic," he said.
"The truth is that for most students,
depending on their income, the
scholarship may not be taxable."

Along with the change in the
status of financial aid came a rise
in the income tax exemption level.
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The new laws governing 1987 tax
returns mean students receiving
scholarships may have to dish out
extra money to Uncle Sam.

The laws state that any portion
of financial aid a student does not
use to pay for tuition, fees, books
or equipment is taxable income,
said David Hoffman, associate
professor of accounting at UNC.
Any portion of scholarships or
grants that students use for housing,
entertainment or food is taxable, he
said.

"What's going to be important is
that students can document the
amount spent," Hoffman said.

By SUSAN KAUFFMAN
Staff Writer

A well-educat- ed community, a
strict state law, local media coverage,
and a "payoff" may have contributed
to Chapel Hill receiving an award for
high seatbelt usage.

The U.S. Conference of Mayors
congratulated the town last week
because more drivers wear seatbelts
in Chapel Hill than in any other city
with a mandatory seatbelt law.
Chapel Hill has an 80 percent usage
rate, while the national average is 70
percent.

Seatbelt use in the Carrboro-Chap- el

Hill community has steadily
increased since 1983, when the UNC
Highway Safety Research Center
conducted a six-mon- th Seatbelt
Payoff Campaign, said Bill Hunter,
engineering studies program manager
for the center.

During the campaign, researchers
stopped drivers at designated loca-
tions and awarded prizes to the
drivers wearing seatbelts, Hunter
said. Seatbelt usage rose from 20 to

41 percent during the campaign.
Hunter said seatbelt usage rose

another 25 percent in 1985 when the
N.C. state legislature passed a bill
requiring people to wear seatbelts.

On Jan. 1, 1987, police in North
Carolina began fining people $25 for
failing to wear seatbelts. Hunter said
usage rose to 70 and 80 percent at
that time.

Chapel Hill police will not stop a
driver whose only offense is not
wearing a seatbelt, said Chapel Hill
police planner Jane Cousins.

Philip Meyer, UNC professor of
journalism, said he thought the more
educated a community is, the more
likely people are to wear seatbelts.

"Smart people use seatbelts," he
said.

Newspapers should publish
whether the people involved in car
accidents were wearing seatbelts,
Meyer said. "You can give people
statistics, but they won't know it at
an intuitive level until they have some
actual instances to relate to," he said.

Students seek improvements in ticket distribution
"It's really hard to argue for more

and better seats when we don't show
up for the seats we've got," Geer said.

Although Geer said she has
received several complaints about the
random distribution of tickets, a

and then the upper level tickets,
excluding the last 6 rows, randomly,"
Worley said.

However, distribution for the Feb.
21 Temple game will be totally
random, he said.

survey done last spring showed 82
percent of students were in favor of
random distribution.

"To encourage people to come pick
up tickets for non-conferen- ce games,
people can pick up lower level tickets

By MANDY SPENCE
Staff Writer

The representative committee of
Student Government's Executive
Branch met Tuesday to begin discuss-
ing ways to amend the basketball
ticket distribution process.

Carolina Athletic Association
(CAA) leaders and student represen-
tatives are seeking improvements that
would speed up the process.

Carol Geer, CAA president, said
the process is difficult for students.

"When you're in line it's cold and
it takes a long time to get tickets,"
she said.

Several amendments were made to
the current policy .N

"Last year ticket distribution began
on Mondays at 6:30 a.m.," Geer said.
"That was unfair to people who had
8 o'clock classes."

Now tickets are distributed from
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Sundays, and
the remaining tickets can be picked
up the following Monday from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

The student seating area in Smith
Center has also been changed.

"Last year students had rows W,
X, and Y around the arena," Geer
said. "We now sit in a consolidated
student section right next to our
upper level section."

CAA leaders said they expect the
turnout for this Sunday's distribution
of tickets for the Feb. 1 1 N.C. State
game to be similar to the large turnout
for tickets to the Duke game. Some
minor changes in the process will be
made to eliminate the problems that
arose during Duke ticket distribution
and to speed up the process.

"For State (ticket distribution),
two lines will not be forming," said
Denny Worley, vice president in
charge of ticket distribution. "Last
Sunday people cruised up at the last
minute, got in the short line and got
their tickets before people who had
been out there for hours did."

People in line for Duke tickets
crowded under the eaves of the
building to escape the rain and in
doing so they blocked the ticket
windows so that the distributors had
trouble getting inside the building.
Because of the crowd pressed up
under the eaves the distributors also
had problems hearing how many
tickets students wanted to pick up.

For the N.C. State game, this area
will be blocked off.

"I think it will greatly speed up the
amount of time it takes to get a
ticket," Worley said.

Having windows designated by the
number of tickets requested and
alerting students to have their passes
and identification cards out of the
plastic cover when they reach the
window are other ideas Worley cited
which would speed up the distribu-
tion process.

There are approximately 6,000
student tickets for each game. Worley
said there are student tickets left over
for the majority of games.

Stop fooling around. It's time to get hardcore about software. With
Microsoft.

We'll give you all the resources you want. Tens of millions in
R&D funding. Along with one of the most elementary tools for think-
ing a door, which leads to your own private office. All backed by
management that truly does speak your language, because they proba-
bly helped write it.

We're serious about software design. If you are too, then sign up
for an on-camp- us interview.

Software Design Engineers
We're working on everything from compilers, operating systems, and
networking to sophisticated graphics, powerful productivity software,
and more. In fact we're working on some truly visionary ideas we
can't even reveal yet. You could be too, if you have programming
experience and a background that includes micro's, "C", 8086,
UNIXXENIX , or MS-DO- S.

Program Managers
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Instant responsibility. You select the features, you shape the product,
you design the user interface for new generations of software. Guide
product development from programming through documentation and
testing. Keep your product at the forefront of technology by knowing
your competition and product trends.

There are opportunities to work with our teams in applications,
systems, languages, or CD-RO- M. If you're about to graduate with a
B.S. in computer science, math or a related major, we want to talk to
you.

Microsoft offers you an opportunity to live and work where the
quality of life is high and the cost of living is low the beautiful
Pacific Northwest. Along with amenities such as a health club member

Pass along
AN HEIRLOOM MORE

VALUABLE THAN GOLD.

ship, workout facilities and parcourse, plus an array of benefits.Life.
When you make a be Begin by attending our on-camp- us interviews onquest to the American lhursday, February 11. Contact your Career

Placement Office to sign up. We are an
equal opportunity employer. I 'P'd'

Heart Association, you're
passing along a precious
legacy. The gift of life.

That's because your contri-

bution supports research
that could save your de-scende-

from America's
number one killer.

To learn more about the
Planned Giving Program,
call us today. It's the first
step in making a memory
that lasts beyond a lifetime. UNIX is a trademark ol AT&T Hell Labs.

XliNIX and MS-IXX- S are trademarks ot Microsoft Corporation.
lXX. Microsoft Corporation.American Heart

Association
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