The OH Lantern Family visited campus Saturday as part of the UNC Entrepreneur Club Conference

By SUSAN SHINN
Staff Writer

alloween is quite far off, but
Hone family is ready for trick-
or-treating.

The OH Lanterns are a family of
eight pumpkins made of soft-
polyurethane. Each bright orange
pumpkin is life size, but has a very
human, very ugly face.

The family visited Carroll Hall on
Saturday as part of the second
annual UNC Entrepreneur Club
Conference. Bob Williams, president
of Pumpkin Productions, Inc., and
Jack Erker, his partner, spoke about
the successes and pitfalls of creating
their own company to market the
pumpkins.

The third partner in the company,
Hollywood special effects expert
Todd Masters, also created the
pumpkins to use as props in a Hal-
loween film. The film, however, was
never released.

Williams and Erker first saw the
strange-looking pumpkins at a
friend’s office in 1986. “We knew we
had something special,” Williams
said. “We gave it the 10-second test.
| looked at it. He looked at it. We
both looked at each other and said,
‘Let'sdo it.” "

But it took a while longer for the
partners to get their new-found pro-
duct on the market. “Don't do what
we did,” Erker said, in describing
their strategy. “We started like all
books tell you not to.”

Erker took the pumpkins to a gift
show in New York and received
50,000 orders within three days.
Through contacts at the show, he
then set up a distribution network
over the rest of the country.

Erker encountered an early prob-
lem in getting a manufacturer to
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Entrepreneurs try to cash in
on family of pumpkinheads

produce the pumpkins. The OH
Lanterns are created from real
pumpkins that have a sculpted clay
face on one side, and amold is
made of the sculpture. The pump-
kins are then mass-produced. A
company in Archbold, Ohio, finally
agreed to do the project.

“We spent $80,000 in molds
because we knew we had the prod-
uct sold,” Erker said. “It’s safer that
way.”

Erker said that their company has
found a niche in the seasonal busi--
ness. Pumpkin Productions takes
orders, manufactures, ships, collects
and ends its season on Oct. 31 with
no inventory.

After their first season, with sales
of $4.5 million, the partners decided
to do a business plan and a market
study. They didn’t want their com-
pany to experience a “Pet Rock”
nose dive. Because they couldnt
afford advertising, they hired a pub-
licist and got exposure from televi-
sion stations in the Midwest, New
York and Los Angeles. This gave
the product both credibility and free
advertising, Erker said. Williams
and Erker also went on a one-month
publicity tour.

This year’s sales are projected at
$25 million. But Pumpkin Produc-
tions is not just out to make a profit.

A limited edition series of 10,000
giant pumpkins, personally signed
by Masters, will be sold for $100,
with all proceeds going to charity.
Additionally, Masters and his spe-
cial effects friends will create a
haunted house at Universal Studios,
with those proceeds also being
donated to charity.

Erker said that the charity work
conveyed the positive tone of Pump-
kin Productions’ products and also

got the name in front of the public.
Erker and Williams said they
want the OH Lantern Family to
become the first family of Hallo-
ween. Williams said that unlike
Christmas, which has the commer-
cial symbol of Santa Claus, there is

" no identifying character for Hallo-

ween. “If we can accomplish that,
we can stay in the business for a
long time,” Erker said.

Williams said, “Within three
years, Halloween will be the second
largest holiday, with Christmas
being first. Adults are coming back _
to Halloween and bringing the fun
back into it. ,

“It’s the only day we can get out

.of our nice business suits and act

like a kid again and do it right,” he
said.

And adults open up the market-
place. “One man sent out 40 pump-
kins as invitations to his Halloween
party,” Williafs said.

With expansion of the market-
place comes a need for product
expansion. In addition to the origi-
nal family of eight, Baby OH Lan-
terns and finger puppets for kids are
also available.

“We're not just selling a foam
pumpkin,” Williams said. “We're
selling a complete concept.”

The popularity of Jack OH Lan-
tern and his friends has paid off but
not without a price. Williams said
that his partner worked 18-hout
days six days a week, while he was
on the road for that same amount of
time. “I wear one name badge that
says ‘“Hi, my name is Bob® and one

that says ‘Hi, my name is Dad,” "he

said. Still, both men were smiling

when they left to catch their after-
noon flights.

Lab Theatre production’s acting impresses, but plot depresses

Expecting a happy. good-feeling
kind of play? If so, then pass up the
Lab Theatre’s production of “Dusa,
Fish, Stas & Vi.”

About four modern women, this
play seems starkly unrealistic. Dusa
(Tessa Blake) has gotten a divorce
that she did not want and her ex-
husband has stolen the children. This
is believable enough, but he’s taken
them to Morocco and Argentina?

Fish (Debi Teitelbaum), an inde-
pendent woman who works and
believes strongly in the feminist
movement, has been left by her
boyfriend for another woman who
would be dependent on him, unlike
Fish was. She believes she can still
have him, but when she finds out the
two are married, she watches them
make love from his fire escape. Get
real!

Stas {Susan Bowen) works in a
hospital during the day and at night
leaves to meet her many “appoint-
ments.” With the extra income from
turning tricks, she plans to study in
Hawaii. Not only is she a call girl,
but a kleptomaniac as well.

Parking

Stephanie Dean
Theater

Then there is Vi (Jane McNeill),
perhaps the most enjoyable character,
but definitely not without her own
troubles. She is severely anorexic and
depressed, losing control at any time
for any reason. She is rushed to the
hospital because of her illness and
returns happy and concerned about
everyone, flitting and running about.
But being anorexic isn't enough; her
sexual preference depends on her
mood.

Each of the women’s problems is
more than enough for the typical
household. But these four live
together in one apartment — merging
their troubles. Quite a handful! There
are many things left unclear to the
audience. What exactly does Fish do
for a living? Is Vi’s obsession with
rape throughout the first half of the
play because she was a victim and
had an abortion? Though the play is

modern, it 1s choppy and its viewers
have to interpret much of it in the
best way they can.

However, each member of the cast
does an excellent job with her
character. Blake brings out all the
emotion for her stolen children as well
as for her friends. Teitelbaum is
effective as the headstrong feminist
who is distraught over her lost beau.
Bowen shows the impersonality and
unconcerned nature of a part-time
prostitute. And McNeill successfully
demonstrates the radical Lhdnge
anyone, especially an anorexic, can
undergo.

Most aspects of the production are
impressive. The musical interludes,
lighting in soliloquies and staging are
marvelous. The one drawback is the
play itself. It takes too much work
to understand, and then, after all that,
it is completely depressing.

“Dusa, Fish, Stas & Vi,”" a Lab
Theatre production, will be per-
formed today at 4 and 8 p.m. and
tomorrow at 5 p.m. in 06 Graham
Memorial. Admission is free.
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agencies on campus such as the North
Carolina Memorial Hospital
(NCMH), the Rams Club or other
sources, but that would call for a 20-
year monetary commitment from
those agencies, he said.

The department could also con-
sider other sites for the deck, like the
Bell Tower area, or could not build
the deck at all.

Stephen Weiss, professor and
director of Graduate Studies in the
Computer Science Department said,
“My permit pays for use in a lot 25
percent of the time, and three-fourths
of the time the lot is free to be used
by people at night. Can we raise
money by charging people (to park)
at night?”

Swecker said that option is under
consideration.

One member of the audience said
the traffic office should monitor
faculty and staff with permits who
live on the bus line, and only one
permit should be issued per family.

“That is done with students — they
don't like it, but they accept it,”
Swecker said. “I don't know how
employees will feel.”

Staff and faculty members said
Chapel Hill residents should not be
refused parking permits simply
because they live in Chapel Hill and
are close to campus.

“I don't feel I should have to ride
a bus, when it happens to come,” said
Virginia Petty from the University

Registrar’s Office. “A person from
Durham knows he has to get to
Chapel Hill, and I don't feel I should
be penalized for living in Chapel
Hill.”

UNC parking fees are excessively
high, said a chemistry department
employee. “It's like an unfair tax
applied to be allowed to work at the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill,” he said.

T'he transportation department has
been advised that a request for money
from the legislature would be denied
because everyone else in the state uses
user fees to build parking decks,
Swecker said. He would not say who
advised the department.

*DTH/Christie Biom

The Lab Theatre presentation of “Dusa, Fish, Stas, & Vi"’ portrays the lives ol four Indopcndenl women

“Take Advantage of our Oxford Club”

At Sunstone, we cater to the professional.
Whether you prize elegant interiors, social

activities, recreational activities or a

convenient location, Sunstone has it all.
Call and ask about our flexible leasing

incentives.

In Chapel Hill

{next to the new ArisCenter)

Desktop Publishing, Inc.

the experts in laser printing & computer typesetiing

Why trust your résumé to a quick copy shop??

Don't take chances. Your résumé is 100
importantto trust to amateurs. Let the experts
at Desktop Publishing typeset your résumé.
Woe will save you time, money & hassles.

304-B East Main St., Carrboro = 967- 1880

1 500 per page

.| quick service
no hassles

free parking

If You Are Going To Be At UNC
Another Year-Call About Our

UNC Special!

‘Estes Park’
967-2234
Kingswood

Limited Availability.

967-2231 . |
MThe Apartment People

Bike To Campus.

Royal Park
967-2239
University Lake
968-3983

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

% Schwinn

967-5104
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MOI.IN‘I'AIN BIKE SALE
Save *50-°200!

% Diamond Back

Prices starting at $1899%!
Bcst Selcction in the Area!

7 SALES e SERVICE e REPAIRS
104 W. Main St.

(Across from Wendy's on C Busline)

* Jamis -
* Cannondale

THE CLEAN
MACHINE

Since 1971

Carrboro
Mon.-Sat. 9-6
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"$1 50 off-

Expires July 26 1988

"$l 50 0"1

. FATS TUESDAY

@

<38 Present this Coupon When Oﬂlen-g

g $1.50 Off ANy DINNER ENTREE

:2 vkl

l lnnch or
dinmer Twes

l 11:30 am-10:00 pm

TIJUANA FATS’

- GREAT MEXICAN FOOD

1 483 W. Rosemary St.

Chapel Hill
'-$150 off « v = = with CcCou

967-1466 1
ON==== $1.50 off=

Special Student/Youth Fares to

EUROPE

from New York on SCHEDULED Airlines!

DESTINATION 1/2 One Way*| Round Tnp
LONDON $250 $500
PARIS 230 460
FRANKFORT 275 550
ROME 275 550
MADRID 245 490
VIENNA 275 350

il e i i

*plus applicable taxes. Fares good until June 14, 1988
Fares to Athens, Tel Aviv, Zurich, Oslo and Hclsmk: also available.
Add-On fares from RDU and Charlotte.
Agents for EURAIL, BRITRAIL and American Youth Hostel.

For Reservations and Information Call:

COLE TRAVEL

The Student Travel Store .
_Glen Lennox Shopping Center 3

3 p«wgﬂhv ;‘J('_x &

&
LR ]

e ;
o' ¥ B },‘p
ey L
LR {




