The Daily Tar Heel/Thursday, January 19, 1989/5

Retired NROTC leader joins student ranks

:By DAVID ABERNATHY
Slaﬂ Writer

In viewing the domesticity of

lights out of me. You have a numb
feeling, but procedures are going

through your head because we had
practiced them hundreds of times.”

Bailey ejected and parachuted
into Nam Dihn, a village near
Hanoi. “I was captured imme-
diately,” he said. “I didn't even have
time to get my parachute off.”

After blindfolding the prisoner,
the North Vietnamese took Bailey to
Hanoi, where they interrogated him
intensely for three days and two
nights straight about the location of
future bombing runs.

“You reach a point where you are
hurting so bad from the torture that
you talk,” Bailey said. “I had to tell
them something. | ended up telling
them the targets that | had been on
in the last week.”

cerned about Vietnam in 1966. 1
thought more about racial problems
than I did Vietnam.”

And contrary to the lack of

respect the G.1.s encountered when
they returned home, the POWs

received a hero’s welcome. “Since
those people (G.1.s) came home as
individuals, they never had a wel-
come home,” Bailey said.

For his bravery and dedication
during the war, Bailey received sev-
eral awards, including two Silyer
Stars, two Purple Hearts and two
Distinguished Flying Crosses.

He also got something else due to
the war — his wife. Several million
bracelets were sold in the U.S. with
the names of American POWs. Bai-
ley corresponded with the woman
who had purchased a bracelet with
his name on it, and soon after the
war they were married.

“1 call myself a mail-order
groom,” Bailey said. “It’s funny how
chance works.”

Lady Luck was certainly smiling
on Bailey. He and his wife have
three children, and now that he has
retired from the Navy, Bailey is
working on a second career — edu-
cation. He is a full-time student in
the UNC doctoral program for edu-
cational administration and eventu-
ally wants to work as a high school
principal when he graduates.

Bailey said he wants to work in an
educational system in the South, .
“The educational system in the i @
South has not been that good for ’
everybody,” he said. “I enjoy the
thought of better educating people.”

questioning, Bailey was thrown into
solitary confinement for six months.
“It was a very traumatic expe-
rience,” Bailey said. “I lost track of
time. | was a walking zombie.”

The Vietnamese had a policy of
restricting communication among
the prisoners and to their families in
America. The daily routine consisted
of leaving the cell twice a day to
pick up food and once a day to get a
bucket for urination and defacation.

“That made it downright boring,”
Bailey said. “We developed a tap
code so that you could communicate
with someone lying in a cell next to
you. Unfortunately I didn’t know
the tap code.”

Commander Bill Bailey’s home,
: complete with children’s toys
‘, strewn across the floor, it is difficult
~ to picture this man living in a dirty
.. prison camp in North Vietnam. But
“Bailey, who was recenily honored
.., for 25 years of service in the Navy,
_1 endured six years as a prisoner of
, War.
", . His life today is quite difterent.
_», Bailey spent the last four-and-a-half
years of his Navy career as the 2xec-
" "utive officer of the Naval ROTC
program at UNC before officially
‘retiring at the beginning of January.
" . His duties included being a class
“advisor and teaching leadership
courses.
His entire career has definitely not
been as safe and comfortable as the
_ past four years have been. Entering
the Navy during his college years
because he wanted to fly, Bailey
spent almost two years in flight
“training before he was sent to Viet-
nam to fly an F-14 plane on bomb-
. Ing runs. In June of 1967, after 187
" missions, his plane was shot down.
" “The plane went into a spin,”
"’ Bailey said. “It scared the living day-

Tickets

derstanding during the construction
of the Smith Center. Students were
~originally promised about 1,900
1" lower-level seats, but construction
“changed the final number. “The
number of available seats shrank in
the process of development and
‘design of the building of the arena
(> itself,” he said.
Hoolahan said the confusion
- resulted from the transition in CAA

In January of 1973, almost six
years after Bailey's plane was shot
down, a peace treaty was signed,
allowing the American POWs to go
home. The Red Cross worked to get
Bailey out as fast as possible because
his father was sick from a heart
attack. Bailey got home just in time
— his father died three days later.

Bailey’s attitude toward U.S.
involvement in Vietnam did not
change because he was a POW.

“1 supported it then,” Bailey said.
“In retrospect, people weren’t con-
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is no longer just a CAA issue,” she
said. “We don't have to sit here and
say, “There’s nothing we can do.” ”

When the Tar Heels played in
Carmichael Auditorium, students
were allocated about 3,000 seats; now
they receive about 7,000 total. But
Geer said students were better off in
Carmichael because all the seats there
were roughly equivalent to lower level
Smith Center seats.

One method of torture used to
make the POWs talk was known as
the “rope trick.” It involved tying
the prisoner’s hands behind his back
and bending him forward.

“People had dislocated shoulders
from that,” Bailey said. “The pain
was excruciating. I lost the use of
my lett hand for about two months
from the ropes.”

After lying his way through the

Baddour, Geer said the athletic
department officials told her they
could do nothing about the number
of student seats.

They said the number of student
tickets is not flexible, because so
many seats must be reserved for
Rams Club members.

Geer said she is waiting for student
reaction to determine the next course
of action. “I'd like to hear from other
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Bill Bailey poses with the framed medals given to him at retirement
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Arnold J. Bullock |
19" Color Television
Wagner Dotto
Seiko Wrist Watch

Regina Sherard
Portable Cassette Recorder

Haskell Mills
Portable Cassette Recorder l

Cedrick W. Ricks
Portable Cassette Recorder

: Janet Reed |
Portable Cassette Recorder

Jason F. Herman
Portable Radio/Cassetle

LaVerne D. Partlow
Windjammer Cruise

Julia A. Parks
Windjammer Cruise
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w/dual 3'/2" 800K dlSk dmves,

includes basic keyboard

NOW 1,896

(reg. $2,074.00)

©1989 Apple Computer, Inc., Macintosh is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc.

(2 W D, '¢
20 meg external hard drive

NOW 8529 (reg. $579)
40 meg external hard drive
NO |4 8888 (reg. $949)

Student Stores

*Prices good thru January 31, 1989
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