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By DAVE GLENN
Sports Editor

UNC baseball coach Mike
Roberts had a problem Tuesday.

Archrival Duke was coming to
Boshamer Stadium with its best
pitcher on the mound, and Roberts
top two starters John Thoden
and Michael Hoog had just
pitched Saturday.

The Blue Devils, last in the ACC,
smelled an upset. But not Roberts.

He simply went to the bullpen
early very early and watched
as UNC (23-1- 0, 1 2) relievers Rich
Fernandez and Jim Dougherty
shut down the Blue Devils (17-1- 4,

I- -9) for nine innings, combining on
a six-h- it shutout in the Tar Heels'
II- -0 romp.

Of course, the combination of
three hits, six runs and five RBIs
from Todd Nichols and Ryan
Howison didn't hurt, either.

"I was pleased that we continued
to swing the bat," Roberts said.
"Their starter (Mike Trombley) is
an excellent college pitcher, and we
didn't hit him at Duke. It was good
to see us hit some balls hard off
of him."

Eventually, that is. After an
unearned UNC run in the second
inning, the closest thing to a score
came in the top of the third. With
Fernandez pitching in his first start
of the year, the Blue Devils strung
together three singles, only to have

lead runner David Griffin gunned
down by 20 feet at the plate on
a strong throw by right fielder
Darren Villani.

Roberts dealt his ace early, as
Dougherty (4-- 1) relieved Fernan-
dez in the fourth and went on to
pick up the win with 5 23 innings
of one-h- it ball, striking out six.

Dougherty, who has started four
games in his 16 appearances, said
he wasn't surprised by Roberts'
tactics. "My job is to come in as
a long reliever with Fernandez,"
Dougherty said. .

While Dougherty made things
occasionally interesting by mixing
in six walks to the Blue Devils, the
Tar Heels finally got things going
against Trombley in the fifth.

Nichols, who was 3 for 4 with
three runs and three RBIs on the
day, got into the act with a line
drive through a pulled-i- n infield to
drive in Ron Maurer, who had
doubled. Howison followed with a
single to score Nichols, who had
stolen second. That was enough to
make a loser of Trombley (3-6- ), but
it was just the beginning of a four-ru- n

fifth.
After a Villani double and a walk

to UNC catcher Jesse Levis, Tom
Nevin singled home Villani and
Brad Woodall brought home Levis
with a sacrifice fly to give the Tar
Heels a commanding 5--0 lead.

In the sixth, Nichols struck

again, driving in Dave Arendas
from third on an infield single.
Howison routinely followed with a
perfect hit-and-r- un double down
the right field line, scoring Nichols
with the Tar Heels' seventh run.

"We haven't been able to take
a lot of batting practice lately, but
we had a few hours (Tuesday),"
said Howison, who is finally rec-

overed from a hand injury sus-

tained early in the year. "I changed
my stance a little, and it seemed
to help me."

Nichols, who has been excep-
tional defensively for UNC this
year, said his latest streak has a lot
to do with his approach to hitting.
"Especially mentally, because I'm
concentrating on the ball more
than ever," he said. "We're all
getting back to focusing on coming
through with the big hits and RBIs
when we need them."

Batting in the eighth, when UNC
tacked on the final four runs of the
evening, Nichols almost polished
off his scintillating performance
with a homer. But his left-hand- ed

smash bounced high off the right-cent-er

field fence for a double,
driving in Arendas with the Tar.
Heels' 10th run.

That left who else? How-
ison at the plate, and he promptly
lined an RBI single to center to
complete the massacre.

Eleven to nothing. No problem.

Nevin explained the reason he and
his teammates hadnt been burning
up the paths so far this season.

"We want to run, but we haven't
really had the chance because we've
been in so many close ball games,"
Nevin said.

Speaking of close games that's
something Nevin isn't used to, at least
in his baseball, or shall we say tee-ba- ll,

debut.
"We. won our first game 66-33- ,"

Nevin said. "It's something I've
remembered over the years."

Nevin has been playing baseball-sinc- e

first grade or when he was "this
tall," as he held his hand about three
feet off the ground. In high school,
Nevin was a catcher who was con-

verted to play the outfield when he
went to W&M. Despite starting at
William and Mary, Nevin thought he
needed a switch.

"I really wasn't happy with the
baseball program there," Nevin said.
"Even though I started, I just wanted
something better."

Nevin and the other Tar Heels, who
lambasted the Soviet National Team
13-- 2 in an exhibition Monday, hosted
the visitors to a welcome dinner after
the wins over the Wolfpack. Nevin
was intrigued by the Russians.

"They speak English better than
you think," Nevin said. "I mean, we
didn't get into any majorly deep
political things. Even though we don't
speak the same language, we can
understand each other."

Comprehension of doing the right
things is what Nevin and his team-
mates need to do if they want to go
far this season.

By NEIL AMATO
Stal! Writer

With graduation fast approaching,
Tom Nevin, like many other seniors
at UNC; is apprehensive about the
future. A center fielder on the North
Carolina baseball team, Nevin says
his post-graduati- on plans include
"anything but unemployment.'

MI want to play pro first, and then
HI see what happens," the Goldens
Bridge, N.Y., native said. "After that
j don't know what I want to do."
; Before Nevin makes any major
career decisions, he and his team-
mates will be concentrating on the
rest of the season. Nevin will try to
lead the 23-1- 0 Tar Heels (11-- 2 in the
ACQ in their run at the conference's
tegular-seaso- n and tournament
Crowns.
; Nevin said he likes his team's
Chances of coming out on top. "If we
get everything together and keep
playing the way we're playing, I don't
$ee why not," said Nevin, who bats
anywhere from leadoff to cleanup in
the UNC batting order.
; But to do that, UNC must start
to do one thing perform at the
plate. The Tar Heels started to turn
things around offensively in the
twinbill sweep of N.C. State, pound-
ing 20 hits and putting 11 runs on
the new scoreboard in the two games.
According to Nevin, the Tar Heels
just weren't hitting the ball" before

that, and their lackluster .249 team
average going into the State wins
showed it.

"In baseball, everything runs in
streaks," Nevin said, "and for the first
30 games we didn't hit at all."

The slump partially included
Nevin, a .335 career hitter in two
seasons with UNC. After missing 1 1

games with a separated shoulder,
Nevin re-ente- red the lineup April 1

against Virginia. But he didn't exactly
become Wade Boggs. Nevin went into
the doubleheader versus the Wolf-pac- k

hitting .269. After going 4 for
? in the two games with a home run
and two doubles, Nevin had raised
his average to .289. Now that he seems
to be back in the groove, the Spanish
and economics major hopes he can
continue to produce, which is what
he's expected to do following seasons
of .323 and .343 at the plate.
I "I just want to go out there and
do my thing," Nevin said"I just want
to hit the ball hard .and hopefully
good things will happen."
f' Although the Tar Heels have had
their troubles on offense, they have
been getting wins through fine pitch-
ing. Nevin said he believed that the
rriound men have been UNC's
Saviors.

Tom Nevin

"We've got awesome pitching,"
Nevin said. "It's kept us in so many
games."

Despite having only two errors in
the field and having a gun for an arm,
Nevin has a distinct favorite when it
comes to offense and defense.

"Definitely offense," Nevin said.
"When you're in the outfield you just
kind of hang out. I definitely like
offense better."

While it may not be true that Nevin
has hung out in center, it's certainly
evident that he's always been ready
at the plate. After playing his fresh-
man season at William and Mary,
transferring to UNC and redshirting
one year, Nevin hit .323 in his
sophomore season while starting in
center. During his junior year, Nevin
hit .343 including 13 homers, 19
doubles, 70 runs scored and 143 total
bases. Although Nevin has 33 stolen
bases in his two seasons, he's swiped
only four this season.

It brings out
thebest
in all of us."
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Greenhouse &
Eastgate

Help Wanted
afternoons & weekends,

20 hrswk.
Come by during
business Hours

GMM3
Eastgaie Shopping Ctr.
(bcatdc a Southern Season)

Hill
688-- 4 540 Durham

10-6:- Mon-F- H

10--6 Sat 1-- 5 Sun

159 E. FRANKLIN ST. CHAPEL HILL
Greenhouse LocationMakeYour Sunrise Dr., Chapel Ilill

489-389- 3
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W Look Good. One Year Memberships

only$2.00!
offer good thru 42589 must be 2 1 years old

- - - "must have student ID
Call 929-010- 1 for more details! -

Professionally printed resumes
Fast turnaround
Guaranteed deadlines
Choice of quality paper

- with envelopes

Southwick Amateur
... .. Championship- -

, v.36 Hole Tournament, 8 FJigHfs
Over $10,000 in prizes

May 20 & 21, 1989
18-ho- le Public Course

Complete Line of Golf Equipment
Driving Range Lessons Available

It's on lime. Or it's on us.

105 N.Columbia St.
933-267- 9
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Directions:
From NC 54 ByPass take
Jones Ferry Rd. to Old
Greensboro Rd. 12.5

miles to NC 87. Turn right
on NC 87 (north) for 9
miles to blinking light .

Turn right for 1.2 miles on
Boywood Rd. to sign.

Golf
Course:00 pnroOR SUMMER JOBS

Senior Counselors
Junior Counselors
Lifeguards
Aerobics Instructors

IBD)IHIAMIEIHi STTADDIIUJM
Call for

Tourney Details
420783(TJ

Vtit f

Swim Instructors
Waterfront Directors
Gymnastics
Arts & Crafts Instruc-
tors
Instructors
Camp Directors

11
980 Airport Road
Chapel HillCarrboro
942-515- 6
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Where Friends Are Your neighbors. . -- 2!
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BP CAROLINA
APARTMENTS

so pwt 54 im a pllaapaeS

Carolina Pride's trophy and
award department will help.

Remember to say thank you and
acknowledge your hardworking
employees wit h a personalized

award. . .before it's too late!

II

Earn $30 this week
as a new

plasma donor!

Friends and Fun!
They Go Together!

Come join us for our
ipemininig IPooS IPairfty

April 22 at the Clubhouse from 1-- 4 PM
Drinks, Pizza and Music included!

Hwy 54 ByPass Live with your friends.
929'2139 Sign a lease now!

Carolina
J PrideSERA-TE-C B10L0GICALS

151 E. Franklin St. - 942-012- 7T"109V2 E. Franklin St. (above Rite-Aid- )

,1


