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Parson of the hills Keyes, 71, in declining health

HICKORY — For most of his 71
years, the Rev. Charles Keyes has
packed wagons, then cars and trucks, to
bring Christmas to thousands of fami-
lies in forgotten shacks deep in the
Appalachian mountains.

Now declining health keeps Keyes
inside most days.

“They say they miss me,” Keyestold
The Charlotte Observer Tuesday at his
home in Hickory. “They want to see
me, whether I take them stuff or not. I
say, ‘Pray for me,” for I'll be back.”

Then, raising his voice, he declares:
“Ishall return!™ Keyes will return to the
mountains this weekend, rolled mon a
wheelchair for an annual Christmas
party. This year it’ll be in Kentucky,
near Pineville. They'll have gospel
singing and packages of food for all.
Keyes says he’ll tell children the story
of Christmas.

Dozens of volunteers worked Mon-
day and Tuesday nights packing candy
and oranges into 5,000 plastic bags that
say: “From: Parson of the Hills. Jesus

Made it Possible.” Above the words is
a picture of a healthier Keyes with a
well-groomed beard.

Keyes is known as “the Parson™ or as
Santa Claus, a visitor who carries loads
of clothing and food over the moun-
tains of West Virginia, Kentucky,
Tennessee and the Carolinas.

Keyes began his ministry at age 7 by
pulling a red wagon near his home in
West Jefferson. His work has grown to
a year-round operation, including a
Christian summer camp in Hickory for
200 underprivileged children.

Keyes collects canned goods, fruit,
shoes, overcoats, bicycles — anything
he can donate to needy families.

This Christmas season, his volun-
teers set up tractor trailers in Charlotte
and Greenville, S.C., to collect goods
they'll carry north.

“I think the majority of people don’t
realize the poverty that’s existing,”
Keyes said. “They think it’s all right.

“Some kids don’t have no Christ-
mas, Without me, they'd have no Christ-

mas at all.”

It was a lonely task at first.

As a child, Keyes carried snuff,
tobacco and clothing to the mountain
people of North Carolina, trudging
through waist-deep snow, slipping on
ice.

As a teenager, Keyes would pull his
wagons by horse or mule. He carried
candy and a Bible; the people he met
nicknamed him Parson of the Hills.

Keyes said his parents and siblings
never approved of his work.

For three years, he attended divinity
school at Duke University to become a
Methodist minister, but dropped out to
return to the mountains.

As the years went on, Keyes traveled
by van or truck. He greeted people in a
black suit and tie, and gave sermons in
pastures and school buildings.

People fed him soup and offered
shelter. They publicized his visits by
word of mouth and each year expected
his return.

His efforts first slowed three years
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Each year, his health gets worse.
Now, Keyes’ 37-year-old son David
is doing most of the work.

ago, when Keyes suffered a series of
strokes. Then, in 1987, he slipped on
ice and broke his right hip.
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Milton’s First Christmas Frogstrangler!
Calling all customers who love to shop with us!
Many prices way below end of
season prices at other stores.
Have Fun and Save Lots!
ALL SUITS $30-$40 OFF MILTON’S SALE PRICES!
ALL SPORT COATS $25 OFF MILTON’S SALE PRICES!

Group Worsted Wool Tropical Four Season Suits
FROGSTRANGLED FROM $395 TO $159.90!

Group Worsted Wool Suits, reg. $425,
AT FROGSTRANGLER OF $179.90

Four Season Navy Hopsack Blazers, reg. $165, NOW $64.90

All Dress Slacks, TAKE AN ADDITIONAL
$10 OFF SALE PRICE!

All Sweaters, Dress Shirts & Sport Shirts, TAKE AN
ADDITIONAL $5.00 OFF SALE PRICE!

All Topcoats & All Weather Trench Coats, TAKE AN
ADDITIONAL $20 OFF SALE PRICE!

All Ties, Belts & Socks AT 1/2 PRICE!
Come Early While Our Selections Are Great!

Miltan's Clothing Cuphoard

163 E. Franklin St., Downtown Chapel Hill
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10’6 30; Sundav 1 5 968- 4408
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CRUSTY'’S
PIZZA

©

Our Pizza Contains
lmwc‘h.m!

*Pineapple

'Pep]mom
sHam
*Onions

- aGreen Olives
sAnchovies

Add. Twmms $1.25 (et 6)
wapires I- 1586
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1214 RALEIGH RD. (NC54) - SERVING CHAPEL HILL, UNC & CARRBORO

EXTRA! EXTRA! TWO
PIZZAS, ONE PRICE,
EVERYDAY!: _:ous

(round only)

942-232

MORE PIZZA, LESS MONEY

CHOICE OF ITEMS:

Sun-Thurs 4-12
Fri & Sat
4-2:00 AM
Personal Checks
Accepted with Proper ID
25¢ charge

sitalian Sausage
sMushrooms
oGreen Peppers

=Hot Peppers
*Bacon

«Thick Crust
»Black Olives

: $699 I

Al lnwmrs 5§00
opires 1-15-8%

122323

A Birkenstock
gift certificate
in a stocking sends
true tidings of
comfort and joy.
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942-PUMP 493-8594

106 W. Franklin St. 4711 Hope Valley Rd.

A *,_(next to Pizza Hut) - (Woodcroft Shopping Ctr.)




