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Harris Teeter

LOW PRICES
EVERYDAY!

Another Reason To Switch To Harris Teeter!
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Wrapped in
Tissue Paper

Offer Good In Our 1200 Raleigh Rd. And
University Mall Chapel Hill Stores Only.
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Prices Good Through Tuesday, April 30, 1991

Prices In This Ad Effective Through Tuesday, April 30,1991 In Orange County Stores On
We Reserve The Right To Limit Quantities. None Sold To Dealers. We Gladly Accept Federal Foodv Stamps.

Legal teams in Kennedy case
include ‘colorful characters’

The Associated Press

PALM BEACH, Fla. — It’s Goliath
vs. Goliath as two teams of high-pow-
ered lawyers face off over the alleged
rape at the Kennedy mansion. The vet-
erans of cases involving such people as
Richard Nixon, Manuel Noriega, David
Crosby and Judd Nelson are now adver-
saries in a case involving a Kennedy.

“It all hinges on what happened that
night,” said Susan Estrich, alaw profes-
sor at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia who wrote a book stemming from
her own 1974 rape. “It comes down to
whether he used force, whether there
was intercourse and whether there was
consent.’

The men who will dissect the legal
and emotional issues surrounding rape
are a cast of colorful characters who
could have been drawn from a low-
budget spy movie.

William Kennedy Smith, 30, — ac-
cused by a woman who accompanied
him to his family's estate for drinks —
has hired a legal team from Washing-
ton, D.C., and Miami.

Heading Smith's legalteam is Herbert
J. Miller, who was chief of Robert
Kennedy's criminal division in the Jus-
tice Department and was once Nixon’s
personal lawyer, advising him during

Watergate. Miller also was a key figure
in the defense of Sen. Edward Kennedy,
Smith’s uncle, after the Chappaquiddick
accident.

Attorney Mark Schnapp, a former
Wall Street lawyerand federal prosecu-
tor in Miami, helped indict Noriega. He
is dlrecung Smith’s defense from Mi-
ami. After Noriega' s capture, Schnapp’s
name was found on a piece of paper the
Panamanian leader had kept at a voo-
doo shrine.

Many of the lawyers in the case are
loquacious off the record, dropping tan-
talizing tidbits of information. But they
closely guard statements for
attribution."We are in the process of
gathcring evidence to supply to the au-
thorities,” Miller said this week. Miller
said simply he had “no idea™ how long
the process would take.

The 29-year-old woman's stepfather,
amultimillionaire industrialist, has hired
Iwo attorneys to represent her. Attor-
neys say it’s not unusual for victims in
high-profile cases to hire their own law-
yers to protect their interests.

David Roth and his partner, David
Duncan, have handled legal problems
for musician Crosby and actor Nelson
and have long represented local politi-
cians for offenses ranging from drunken

driving to extortion.

Roth indicated this week that he and
his client are undaunted by the Kennedy
team. If anything, he said, the events of
the past three weeks have “strength-
ened her resolve.”

Schnapp and three investigators have
been prowling the chic bars and restau-
rants of Palm Beach, interviewing po-
tential witness and collecting back-
ground information about the woman.

The Kennedy invesngators include
West Palm Beach private eye Tom
Myers, a former FBI agent nicknamed
Dr. Dirt.

Even the lawyers on the periphery
have a colorful history. Joe Mincberg
represents Anne Mercer, who was called
to pick up the woman after she said she
was raped at the Kennedy estate March
30. »

Mincberg represented Jose Cabrera
Sarmiento, the first Colombian extra-
dited to the United States as an alleged
drug kingpin.

Mmcbera also represented Merccr S
father, Leonard, who has been linked to
organizedcrime. Mincberg also was the
only nonprofessional baseball player to
make a Senior League team, where he
played alongside Gra:g Nettles and
Rollie Fingers.
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