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Community center drives rock-climbi-ng enthusiasts up a wall
By Anna Meadows
Staff Writer

vidual competes only with himself.
The Chapel Hill Community Center

wall was the first indoor community
g wall in the United States,

said Bill Webster, administrative of-

ficer for the Chapel Hill Parks and Rec-

reation Department. The department
wants to build an outdoor facility, but
lacks necessary funding, Webster said.

The wall at the community center
consists of pink and blue sheets of ply-

wood mounted on the gym wall in an
area approximately 30 feet tall and 60
feet across.

Holes perforate the plywood at regu-

lar intervals and have what are called
"holds" placed in them. The holds jut
out slightly from the wall and provide
the "stepping stones" that climbers use
to move upward. The holds are made of
materials simulating rock. Experienced
climbers move the holds constantly so
that the routes up the wall aren't always
the same.

Climbers wear harnesses that are at- -

I Sweating but invigorated, the young
rnan stepped away from the wall and let
go of the rope he had used to help him
climb.

"Awesome, awesome," he said as he
passed by.

; Most people who use the simulated
wall at the Chapel Hill

Community Center agree that the expe-
rience is awesome, challenging and just
a lot of fun.

"It was scary at first," said Gwen
Petty, a senior from Weddington. She
said she had been coming to the com-

munity center for two years.
'

"My brother first got me into it at
Petty said. "They have

an outdoor course there.
"I played sports in high school, and I

never got into the competitiveness," she
said. Rock climbing lacks the competi-
tion of other sports because the indi
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tached to a support rope so they won't
fall from the wall.

"When it first started, we were afraid
because so few people were interested
in it," said Susan Patenaude, a graduate
student from Chapel Hill who climbs
the wall every week. "We were worried
wecouldn't keep it open. It'ssocrowded
now, we have to wait in line," she said.

And there are lines, despite the odd
hours the climbers are forced to use
because of the gym's full schedule.
Climbers can use the wall Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10 p.m. to midnight,
Saturday 8 p.m. to 1 0 p.m. and Sundays
10 a.m. to noon.

Even with these hours, 30 to 50 people
show up when the wall is available,
Webster said. Climbers pay $2 every
time they use the wall.

Patenaude, who has been a rock
climber for 16 years, said she used the
wall to stay in shape, although she pre-

ferred outdoorrockclimbing. "With the
indoor wall, you need less technique
and more upper body strength," she
said. "Outdoors, you need better foot
work, more technique. It's acompletely
different world."

Patenaude and other serious rock
climbers face a problem because the
closest natural rock face for climbing is
2-- hours away by car. Patenaude
sometimes travels to Rural Hall toclimb
Moore's Wall. Four hours away is an-

other favorite area at New River Gorge
in West Virginia.

"It's one of the best climbing areas in
the country," she said.

Ryutarou Ohbuchi, a graduate stu-

dent from Japan, said he was happy to
have the wall because it was difficult for
him and other climbers to travel 2--

hours to practice the sport they enjoyed.
Ohbuchi, a rock climber of 1 2 years.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
When: June 18-2- 0 or August 6-- 8, 1992

Where: Andersen Consulting's Center for Professional
Education located near Chicago, Illinois

Topics Covered:
effective presentation skills effective communication skills
leadership skills management development skills

INTERVIEWING SKILLS WORKSHOP
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Mike Stewart tackles the wall at Chapel Hill Community Center, the first indoor community wall in the United States

said he helped build the first phase of
the wall in the summer of 1986. Since
then three expansions have been added,
he said.

Ohbuchi has the look of an
Besides his broad stioul- -

ders and muscular arms, he has his own
equipment: a harness, a chalk bag he
straps to his back (the chalk is for his
hands) and shoes for rock climbing.
The shoes with their special rubber
bottoms help grip the holds in the wall.

For the amateur, the center provides
harnesses, and tennis shoes are allowed
for climbing.

Besides training, Ohbuchi said he
came to the community center to

Harrison Dekker, a part-tim- e worker
for the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, said: "It's a good way to meet
people. You need a partner. It always
involves two people: one climbing and
one holding the rope.

"We've had a few relationships start
here," Dekker said. "Now they come to
climb as a couple."

For information on classes in rock
climbing, call the Chapel Hill Parks
and Recreation Department.

- at v v tf tl(V - ' frr.i.

Campus Calendar

When: 1 day during the week of June 22-2- 6, 1992

or the week of July 20-2- 4, 1992

Where: Andersen Consulting's Center for Professional
Education located near Chicago, Illinois

Topics Covered:
tips on how to write a resume
practice interviews with Andersen Consulting professionals
debrief of practice interview with feedback from professional
Andersen Consulting recuiters
videotape of practice interview

One top Junior student will be selected for each of the summer programs.

Expenses will be covered for both participants.

Applications are available in the UNC Career Planning & Placement Office in

Hanes Hall, and need to be submitted by Thursday, March 26, 1992.

Programs are open to students with a G.P.A. of 3.0 or above, regardless of major.

If needed, interviews will be conducted at UNC-C- on April 1, 1992.

Andersen
Consulting
ARTHUR ANDERSEN & CO.,S.C
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MONDAY
10 a.m. CAA will be having registrations for the

Tar Heel 0,000 Road Race until 2 p.m. in the Pit. The
Tar Heel 10,000 is a 2 mile, SK and 10K road race.

5 p.m. BSM Umujo Awards nominations are due
in the BSM office.

6 p.m. Rape Action Project will hold a business
meeting in 208 Union.

7 p.m. Alpha Kappa Alpha presents "AIDS Con-
traception and You" in 226 Union.

Strike One You're Out! Battered Women's
Workshop will beheld in 104 Fetzer. Open to men and
women.

Rape Action Project will hold a training session to
discuss the psychological effects of rape.

7:30 p.m. CGLA will host a presentation by par- -
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enls and friends of lesbians and gays in the Union Rim
Auditorium.

Carolina Critic will meet in Suite C of the Union
and is recruiting business managers, ad representa-
tives and new writers.

ITEMS OF INTEREST
German Honorary Society, Delta Phi Alpha, it

recruiting new members who have completed at least
German 4 and have a German GPA of 3.0 or better.
For more information call or step by 415
Dey.

CAA is forming committees for Rampage '92:
UNC's Homecoming. Applications are available at
the office.

Juniors: Senior class marshal applications for the
Class of 1993 will be available at the Union Desk and
are due by Monday.

Sophomores and Juniors: Deadline for applying
for academic credit for summer and fall 1992 intern-

ships is March 3 . Information available in 21 Hanes.

Yackety Yack is taking yearbook portraits in 2 3

Union from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. until April 16. Come to
213 Union to schedule an appointment.

ARTS
UNC Dance Theater ModemExtension pre-

sents an evening of dance choreographed by faculty

and students at 8 p.m. Thursday and Friday in Memo-

rial Hall. Tickets can be purchased at the door for $5.

REACH. . .YOUR GOALS U '92

Post months
for 0J2

TRIAL MEMBERSHIP
10 Visits $30
20 Visits $52
1 Month Unlimited $45

Open 7 days a week Til 10 pm Weekdays
169 E. Franklin St. Near the Post Office

929-540- 9 amm
Plain Old

LSAT

Preparation
Course

DISPOSABLE
CONTACT

LENSES ON
TRIAL NOW!
Fi1Eni1IALPAl.il
cmmurronDtwis

iHliE Club ifOR WOMEN ONly
Fitness Center

Rams Plaza Shopping Center

929 --086
Monday-Thursda- y 9-- 9

Friday 9-- 8

Saturday 9-- 3

(RONINGERPf
OPTOMETfilCCAREbA.

1Introducing Sunday

Ronkin's New LSAT Premium Program.

University Square
Downtown Chapel Hill

942-853- 1

Homestead Market
251W.Hyw.54

DurhamRTP361-352- 9
.. e I f a. I I 11
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irrowssionai services rvor mcwaeaj j
Just because something has been

around for a long time doesn't
necessarily mean it's good.

The Ronkin Educational Group is
an innovative company that has put

obtain the highest possible score so
that you can get into the best law
school. Because, as you know,
graduating from law school doesn't
guarantee a job. You need to
graduate from the best.

NOW ACCEPTING CAROLINA
DINING CARDS

ASK ABOUT SPECIAL
PARTY PRICES.

FAST FREE DELIVERY
srtO PACT

together the latest in research,
T H E HOURS:

Sun-Thu- rs 1 1 :00 am-- 1 :30 am
Fri-S- at 11:00am-2:30a- m

pizzas oo--r
technology, and teaching
techniques in a new LSAT
course. We call it our LSAT
Premium Program and it's
been designed to help you

So don't take chances by
going to an old test
preparation company.
Call Ronkin today.
You deserve the very best.

Below prices do not include tax. (968-327- 8) Sf!TS IHII)

OUCATIONAL GROUP fcoursraciAL 2"l 6" CHEESE
, 1 6 Cheese Pizza , , PIZZAS

j GUMBY MADNESS J

1 1 20" 1 Topping Pizza
1 1 ONLY IONLY I ONLY

I 1 1$55 I 1 1

I 1 1

Additional ToDDinas $1 .00 1 Additional Toppings J200
i Rovers Both Pizzas J I


