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Lost among the trees
With 7-fo- ot quartet, Wenstrom does best work off court

y--By Michael Workman
Assistant University Editor i
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Twenty minutes after leaving the

Smith Center court. Matt Wenstrom
again emerged from the locker room
tunnel.

It was media day, and while other
players stayed on the floor to talk to
reporters, Wenstrom had headed back
to the locker room.

"We sent him back in because no one
was talking to him," explained a Smith
Center official.

No one wanted to talk to the ,
250-poii- Wenstrom, a senior player
for one of the most prestigious basket-

ball programs in the nation.
Wenstrom seems left out of the ex-

citement that surrounds a new season.
Three years after graduating from high
school and being selected to the presti-

gious McDonald's team,
Wenstrom is a role
player.

At another school, he probably could
have been a starter.

But the Houston native still believes
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On the court, Wenstrom has shown
flashes of brilliance, such as the

performance against
Cornell last season.

Off the court, Wenstrom, a political
science major, looks to be a solid leader
for the underclassmen.

"Man's pretty vocal," said teammate
and fellow Pi Kappa Alpha member
Scott Cherry. "He'll tell you what he
thinks.

"He's usually there, not just vocally
but physically."

Wenstrom is looking forward to his
new leadership role this season.

"I'm really excited about being a
leader," he said. "Not so much a leader
on the court I try to be a leader off the
court (and) with my teammates in prac-

tice."
"With me and Scott Cherry being

reserve players and George (Lynch)
being a real team leader, I think there's
a place for me to step up in the locker
room. My roles are more off --court."

Although the leadership of Hubert
Davis, who now plays for the NBA's
New York Knicks, will be difficult to
replace, Wenstrom said this year's se-

niors were ready to take that role.
"The seniors are always looked to to

provide leadership and guidance for the
younger players," he said. "Hopefully,
we'll continue to do that. Hubert did a
great job last year."

He knows that the season, and the
seniors' careers, have to end sometime.

"When it does come to an end, it's
going to be a sobering thought, but it's
also going to be a day when we look
back on all the successes," he said.

Wenstrom worked this summer on
his post moves and on his outside shot,
hoping to diversify his
contributions and improve on his 2.1
points and 1.3 rebounds per game last
season.

"I think my overall game improved
this summer being a year older and
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Matt Wenstrom

he made the right choice in coming to
North Carolina, even though a logjam
of has kept him out of the
starting lineup. The emergence of 7--1

junior Kevin Salvadori and 7-- 0 junior
Eric Montross has limited Wenstrom's
playing time.

"The package here is the total pack-

age you have a great coach, you have
a great program, you have a great life
outside of basketball," Wenstrom said.

"I could have gene somewhere else
and played more, but I'd rather come
here, learn more and be coached by a
better coach."

That coach, Dean Smith, appreciates
Wenstrom's contributions.

"Matt has improved," Smith told
Carolina Court magazine. "Everybody
saw what he can do. When he got his
chance to play against Cornell, he got
points, he got rebounds."

Just because Wenstrom is a role player
does not mean he won't contribute to
this year's team on the court and off it.

Sum
L

..

,'
r xj f&i??

Wenstrom (55) says he would like to play professional basketball overseas next year

AA AT iTTUfYl 708W. Rosemary Street

Munra933"0590
GREEK DISHESPIZZASSUBSGREEK GRILL CHEESES

good things happen during his senior
year to earn him a chance at continuing
his basketball career.

"I just want to play well when I'm in
there and do good things for the team
and hopefully get enough time during
the year to possibly continue my career
overseas next year," he said.

The immense height of this year's
team will make things happen,
Wenstrom said.

"It is going to be exciting this year
with all that height," he said. "I don't
even know we'd probably be the
tallest team in NCAA history.

"On the court, there's not going to be
a lot of lane left."

more experienced just gives me an
edge," he said.

If Wenstrom does get more playing
time this season, he knows he will have
to make the most of it. But he doesn't
want to try to do too much.

"That's something Coach (Smith)
always talks about," he said. "It's easy
to get caught up in that when you get in
the game you're excited about being
in the game, you try to do too much.

"When you get out on the court, don't
so much try to help the team, because
your existence out there will help. Ex-

ecute the plays, and you'll make good
things happen."

Wenstrom hopes to make enough

RUN with ournew Greek Vegetarian Pizza!
(spinach, mushrooms, onions, feta and mozzarella cheese & tomato slices)

WE DELIVEREAT IN OR CARRY OUT
We deliver to VNC Dorms & NCMH

(after 4:30 pm with a $7 minimum

PRESERVATION HALL
JAZZ BAND
"November 22

MARCEL MARCEAU
World Renowned Mime Artist

December9

GRANDHOTEL
National Touring Production

January 13

MARTHA GRAHAM II
Passion & Eloquence In Motion

March 2

VIENNA CHOIRBOYS
Exceptionally Beautiful Singing

March 23

PARSONS DANCE
COMPANY

Hottest TUiets In Modem Dance

April 19

Season Subscription Savings
StiSAvailabk

Individual Tickets Also on Sale

For more Information Call
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patagonia
Capilene Underwear

Sweat happens. Skiers, sailors, paddlers, fishermen and climbers
are all the same when you get down to it. Capilene Underwear,

available in four weights, is uniquely effective at wicking
moisture from the skin and dispersing it.

You sweat, it works.

Carolina Union Box Oitice
CarrMill MaJI,Carrboro

betweenTalbot's andWeaver Street Market
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