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Concerning Our Courthouse

I ^ ^ A C O N  C O U N T Y ’S cour thouse ,  built in the late 
seventies o r  the  ear ly  eighties, has  long  needed 

repa irs  and  im provem en ts .  T im e and  time again  
g ra n d  jur ies  have recom m ended  th a t  so m eth in g  be 
done ab o u t  i t ; bu t  n o th in g  m ore  th an  superficial 
repa irs  have resulted . Some m o n th s  ago  F ra n k l in ’s 
building in spec to r  condem ned  the s t ru c tu re  as u n 
safe and  in vio la tion  of the s ta te  build ing  c o d e ; and 
since then the g ra n d  ju ry  has twice dem anded  tha t  
the coun ty  com m issioners  pu t  the build ing  in proper 
condition.

The  com m issioners  them selves  realize th a t  the 
build ing  should be r e p a i r e d ; bu t  they  claim they 
have no t  h ad  the funds  a t  the ir  d isposal to finance 
the w ork ,  and  the s t a tu te  l im i ta t ion  on the t a x  ra te  
precluded a special levy to p rovide  the necessary 
money. A t  one time the com m issioners  th o u g h t  
they  m ig h t  ob ta in  federal  funds  fo r  the w ork  
th ro u g h  the Public  W o r k s  A d m in is t r a t io n :  but 
the ir  p roposa l  w as  re jected on the g ro u n d  th a t  the 
co u n ty  w as  in defau lt  on its bonds.

Now, we have been in fo rm ed  by a local official 
of the W o r k s  P r o g re s s  A d m in is t ra t io n ,  there  is a 
very  good  likelihood th a t  the  coun ty ,  by supply ing  
a com p ara t iv e ly  small p a r t  of the  funds  necessary, 
could ob ta in  W P A  a p p ro v a l  of the  project.

C er ta in ly  no s tone  should be left  u n tu rned .  E ve ry  
possible m eans  of ob ta in in g  federal  aid for  repair-  

‘ ing  the co u r th o u se  should  be invest igated .  W e  feel 
sure  the c o u n ty  com m issioners  will no t  pass  up an 
o p p o r t im i ty  to  have this  w o rk  done.

I t  is to  be hoped th a t ,  if and  w hen  the op p o r 
tu n i ty  arises, the  repa irs  and  im provem en ts  will be 
m ade  w i th  an eye to  the fu tu re  and  th a t  they  will 
n o t  be merely  of a t e m p o ra ry  na tu re .

W hile  the  cou r thouse  p resen ts  a very  dilapidated 
appea rance  now  and  is woefully  inadequate ,  it is 

basically  sound in its construc t ion .  U n d e r  the sup
ervision of a good  arch itec t ,  it could be remodeled 
in to  a serviceable and  beautifu l  building.

W e  feel th a t  m os t  of the c o u n ty ’s ta x p a y e rs  will 
ag ree  w ith  us th a t  it w ould  be fa r  b e t te r  to spend a 
few th o u san d  dollars  on the  cou r thouse  now  to 
m ake  it last  fo r  ten  or  tw e n ty  years  longer, ra th e r  
th a n  to a llow it to  d is in tegra te .  I f  the  la t te r  is per 
m itted ,  it will only be a m a t t e r  of several years  be
fore it  will become necessary  fo r  the  co u n ty  to  build 
an entire ly  new  courthouse ,  w hich  wtDuld m ean a d 
d ing  a h u n d red  th o u san d  dollars  or  m ore  to 
bonded  indebtedness.

our

The W eather

T h e  w e a th e r  m ay  be a dull topic  of co nversa t ion ;  
*  but,  nevertheless,  m o s t  of us are  deeply in te r 

ested in it. F o r  it n o t  only affects  o u r  personal 
com fort ,  bu t  is also an  im p o r ta n t  fa c to r  in our 
economic life.

I f  there  is a n y th in g  to the  w e a th e r  cycle theory , 
we are  in fo r  a n o th e r  w in te r  of low ering  te m p e ra 
tu res  an d  inc reas ing  coal bills. T he  long  ran g e  fo re 
cas te rs  have v e n tu red  the opinion th a t  the  w in te r  
of 1934-35 m a rk e d  the end of 25 years  or  so of 

•generally  mild, open w in ters ,  and  th a t  last  w in te r  
w as  the  f i r s t  of a  series of cold, w e t  w inters .

Uncle  S a m ’s official w e a th e r  men, however,  look 
skeptica lly  a t  these generalized  long  time perdic- 
t ions  and  decline to  m ake  fo recas ts  fo r  m ore  than  
a w'eek or  tw o  ahead.

I t  is po in ted  ou t  th a t  th is  is a m ig h ty  big  co u n try  
an d  it w ould  be u n usua l  fo r  one fo recas t  to  cover 
the en t ire  coun try .  Som etim es  it is cold in the w est  
and  w a rm  in the  east ,  and  som etim es  it is ju s t  the 
o th e r  w'ay around .  Then , again ,  it m ay  be w'et in
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the north  and dry in the south, or vice versa. N o 
body is yet sure why the cold air cu r ren ts  f ro m  
the N orth  Pole which sweep sou thw ard  som et im es  
come down west of the Rockies and som etim es east.  
Nobody has yet fathomed w hat  effect sun spots, 
and other disturbances outside the e a r th ’s a tm o s 
phere have upon the weather.

Here in the mountains we have local c i rcu m 
stances which make weather forecasting m o s t  d if 
ficult. W e recall that winter before la^t there  w a s  
hardly  a snow' around Franklin, while ju s t  a c ro ss  
the m ounta in  in Jackson county there were several 
heavy snows. W e have a southern exposure  and ,  
therefore, a slightly w arm er climate th an  Jac k so n  
c o u n ty ; but who could tell with any  c e r ta in ty  
w'hen an approaching snow' s torm  would sweep on 
sou thw ard  to Macon and beyond, or when it w o u ld  
vent Its fury in Jackson and call it quits a t  the  top  
of the Cowee range?

W hen  anyone asks us for our opinion a b o u t  t h e  
w eather, we are inclined to repeat the rem ark  of an 
old man at Blowing Rock, who, when asked w h e th 
er ^he thought it would rain, laconically r e p l ie d ;

Nobody but dern fools and s trangers  t ry  to p re 
dict the weather around here.”

Flowever, we are open to conviction, and  we will 
w atch  the weather with a g reat deal of in te res t  th is  
winter, the next and the next just to see w h e th e r  
there is any reliability in this weather cycle th e o ry .

o l d  h 'C a r t  a n d  kidneys for iji 

w h i l e . ' And so, I trust, will y

B ruce-
Ba r t o n

W ILL TO LIVE  
IS IM PORTANT

A m ong the men whose frindship 
I 'enjoyed was the late C. W . B ar 
ron, owner of the W all S treet 
Journal,

H e  told me two stories. T he first 
was about a man who accumulated 
a large fortune, built a house on 
i-ifth Avenue, put his feet on the 
wmdow-sill, and' said: “Now, I am 
gomg to enjoy myself.” But he 
was like a watch spring which has 
been wound up tight for a  long 
time, and, being suddenly released 
snaps in pieces. A fter only a few 
m onths of idleness he died.

I h e  second story had been told 
to B arron  by a noted surgeon, A 
wornan, taken to the hospital for a 
slight operation, died almost before 
the  anesthetic was appUed The 
surgeon could not understand it

On looking into h e r  h is to ry , h e  

discovered th a t  from the m in u te  th e  

operation was decided upon she had. 

begun to prepare  for  the  w orst .  T h e  
surgeon s a id : “T h a t  ta u g h t  m e  a  
esso.n. I shall never again  o p e ra te  

until I find out w h a t p re p a ra t io n s  
‘8 patient has  made. I f  any  p e r 

son cares so little ab o u t ho ld ing  on 
to life tha t  he m akes all p re p a r a -  
ions to le t go, then  som e o th e r  

surgeon can have the job .”

B arron  said th a t  by  the deg ree  of 
the ir courage and fa i th  m en  th e m -

Hve ^

I believe tha t  is true— th a t  th o se  
who w an t to live; th a t  w h en  in -  
erest ceases, the h e a r t  stops. N o n e  

ot us can escape the  p rocess o f  
eca.y, b u t  there  'are m an y  th ing s  I 

wan to learn, so m an y  places I 
w ant to see, th a t  I hope to fool th e

COURT NOT 
T H E  HATERS i

A  group of people had listen! 
a candidate’s radio speed' 
a f te r  it was over, there was a 
deal of criticism, I noticed thl 
in te ll igent woman took no pa 
the  conversation, and when I i 
h e r  why, she said: “The ol( 
g row  the more I hate haters.

I t ’s a remark to set one thit 
D ow n through the ages M'D 
dragged  its bloody trail acros 
h e a r t  of this good earth, 
h.urled nations at each o 
th ro a ts  in war; hate kindlei 
fires of persecution. Hate I 
the  hemlock to the lips of Soc 
and  raised in Jerusalem the s 
shouts  of “Crucify.”

O ne might say truthfully I 
v e ry  good measure of the hisi 
w o r th  of a man or institution: 
he o r  it add to or subtract 
th e  sum total of human hatei

N apoleon does not stand th' 
B.ack and forth across the f< 
E u ro p e  he trampled m 1 
d renched  boots, until at last 
was only one sentiment u 
hearts, of men and women o 
w hole continent—desperate r 
to  rid  themselves forever o 
conscienceless destroyer, > 
unre len ting  hate.

B.usi,nesses could properf 
once a year and check t eu 
by  this measuring ro d i -W  
m ore  or less are they like ' 
liked  than  twelve months 

W h a t  have they done, or « 
th ey  doing, if anything, 
to th e  total of hate?

( C o p y r ig h t ,  K. r-

A ltitu d e  Affects P‘>'* 

A  car tha t develops 1 
p ow er at sea-level aj 
ho rsepo w er .at an alti« 
feet, and only 60 horsepo* 

top of P ik e ’s Peak.

All Love
F r e d : H ave you ever to'*

, 1 have
M a r l i y n : No dear.

ad m ired  m en fof-
courage, good looks ^
b u t w ith  you, Fredd ie ,

—noth in g  else.^^^^^^^^^^^^

A  Disappoi"®;

“Y es,” said the old 
had  som e terrible  ̂
b u t  none  stands ou 
like th e  one that came to

I w as a boy.’ , „ 
“A n d  w hat was i •  ̂ j j. 
“W h e n  I was a 

u n d e r  a ten t to see ^ 

d iscovered  it

ing .”


