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Dfeath on the Highway

WH I L E  the y ea r’s tally of automobile deaths is 
no t yet complete, the figures already available 

'm ake it clear th a t  the record of 1936 is higher than  
th a t  of 1935. A bout 37,000 persons were killed m 
m oto r  accidents in the twelve months. This  b n n p  
the to ta l num ber of persons killed in A m erica by 
m otor  cars, in the 15 years since records began to 
.be kept, up to  above 425,000. T h a t  is more by half 
•than all of the Americans who have been killed m 
all our w ars  from  the Revolution dow n to  the 
W orld  W ar .  The m o to r  car has become the n a 
t ion’s deadliest weapon. W ith  2,000,000 m ore cars 
on the roads, we m ay expect even m ore h ighw ay
deaths in 1937.

Those who have given this subject the closest
s tudy agree th a t  the blame for m ost of these 
m o to r  killings lies no t w ith  the car or the lo a  , 
bu t w ith  the driver. T here  are still tw en ty  sta tes 
'in which no license is required to_ drive a c a r ;  m 
imany others, the exam ination  of drivers for licenses 
i s  so perfunctory  th a t  possession of a driver s li
cense is no proof th a t  its  owner is a good driver.

The m ost dangerous place to  drive is on a wide, 
well-paved h ighw ay on a clear day. T h a t  is where 
and w hen m oto ris ts  ge t  careless. Sunday is the 
m ost dangerous day in the week, W ednesday  the 
safest Twice as m any  persons are killed by cars 
'between 7 and 8 o’clock in the evening as between
7 and 8 in the m orning. . . .

The m oto r  death  ra te  in the cities is coming 
down, by reason of be tte r  lighting, m ore e ^ c t i v e  
traffic  control, and be tte r  enforcement of the tra t-  
fic laws. T he ra te  is going  up in the country . I t  
would take  m ore money than  the tax:payers would 
stand  for to  l ight and police a million miles of

^ ^ T h e  solution of the problem would seem to  be 
the be tte r  education of drivers, no t so much^in the 
a r t  of driv ing bu t in w h a t  m igh t be called m otor 
m anners.” If  every driver behaved on the road  
w ith  the same consideration for o thers th a t  he 
shows elsewhere, the toll of m o to r  m urders  m ight 
be g rea tly  reduced.— Selected.

by A. B. CHAPIN j
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te m p t  by  bow ing  th e  k n ee  to  the  
god of w ine, y e t  seem ingly  in  cele
b ra t io n  of th e  b i r th  o f  th e  lowly 
N a z a r  ene ?

Good Men are Scarce

Ev e r y  once in a while som ebody’s nam e will be 
m entioned and everybody present will say : 

“H e ’s a good m an.” But how  often are m ost of us 
moved to  pay th a t  tr ibu te  to  one of our fellow 

citizcns ?
The t ru th  is th a t  good men are scarce. Good 

men, th a t  is, in the sense of being f irs t-ra te  w o rk 
men a t  their trades or professions, honest and u p 
right,  in all their dealings w ith  others, m dependent 
and self-reliant, industrious and sober. T he h igh 
est tr ibu te  one m an  can pay  to  ano ther  is to  say
“H e ’s a good m an.” .

Of how m any in any com m unity  can th a t  be
said? H o w  m any  farm ers  are really good f a rm e r s . 
H o w  m any  w orkers  in any trade  can be relied u p 
on to  do an honest day ’s work, and do every th ing
as well as it can be done?

F ro m  all over the coun try  the com plaint is heard  
th a t  good men are scarce. Industr ia l is ts  are  say
ing th a t  there is a real sho r tage  of competeni. 
w orkers , in spite of all the ta lk  abou t uneniploy- 
m ent. Good men are seldom unem ployed and

never for  long. i
Public a t ten t io n  has been directed m  these rec

ent years  to  the  p light of those who, for one rea 
son or ano ther ,  have not been a b l e  to  earn  a living. 
I t  m igh t be a good idea to  pay a little a t ten t io n  to. 
the good m en w ho have g o t  a long w ith o u t  callin^g 
fo r  help. T hey  are  the  “fo rg o tten  mem Maybe 
there  are a lo t m ore  of them  th an  we rea ize. T hey 
a re  n o t  heard  from  so loudly as are the second 

■ ra te r s  and  the no-goods. Selected,

YES, BLESSED—AND EASIER
I t  is cu s tom ary  fo r  a ll w ri te rs  

and  speakers  to do som eth ing  p a r 
ticu la rly  sw ee t and  te n d e r  abou t 
C h ris tm as—and  qu ite  p roper ly  so.
A t no  o th e r  tim e of y ea r  does so 
m uch  of th e  goodness of hum an  
n a tu re  come to the  surface. S tern , 
rep ressed  people open  u p ; lonely 
people em erge  f ro m  the ir  seclusion 
in to  w ait ing  com pan ionsh ip ; the  
m iserly  develop a s t re a k  of semi 
g e n e ro s i ty ;  th e  h e a r t s  of the  m u l
ti tude  o f  fa th e rs  and  m o th e rs  are  
l igh ted  w ith  a b r ig h te r  glow of a f 
fection  for th e  y o u n g s te rs  ; laugh te r  
and  fr iend liness  and  good fellow
ship seem  to be everyw here.

B u t  th e re  is also a n o th e r  side to 
th e  p ic ture . T h e  very  happ iness  of 
th e  fo r tu n a te  is a  m ore  acute  r e 
m in d e r  of bow  uneven ly  the  good 
th ings  of life a re  passed  around. 
O n  th o se  w ho  a lready  h a v e  too 
m uch  ,are show ered  a  p rofusion  of 
g if ts  an d  gadgets , w hile th o se  w ho 
have too litt le  a re  m ade  only m ore  
k een ly  aw are  of th e i r  lack.

A t  the  r isk  of sounding  a sour 
n o te  I v en tu re  to  rem ind  th e  fo r 
tu n a te  m em bers  of m y congregation  
th a t  they  a re  fo r tuna te ,  .and th a t  
th e y  o u gh t cheerfu lly  .and g ra te 
fully to  u n d e r ta k e  w h a tev e r  r e 
sponsibilit ies t h a t  fac t involves. If  
you  a re  called upon  to  give to 
those  less luc k y ;  if you a re  sup 
p o r t in g  som e rela tives  w ho  have 
h a d  a to u g h  b reak ,  fo r  h eav en ’s 
sake  don’t g rum b le  o r  th in k  you 
a re  abused.

A  fr iend  of m ine, wise in years  
a n d  experience, has a  p r iva te  p e n 
sion list as long as y o u r  a rm  of 
poor relatives, ex-em ployes, and  
b ea ten  folk of every  sort. I  saw 
h im  the  o th e r  day  in th e  ac t  of 
d raw ing  his C h ris tm as  checks. H e  
shook  h is  head. “T ak es  a  lo t  of 
dough ,” he said, “b u t  one  th in g  I 
k n o w : I ’d a lot r a th e r  .be on  the  
giving end  th a n  on  the  receiv ing 
end.”

lit is said in th e  B ook  from  
w hich C hris tm as  takes  its  nam e 
th a t  “it  is m o re  b lessed  to  give 
th a n  to receive.” I t  is also easier.

B a t in g  s to ry  of public service. T h e  
following p a ra g ra p h  in it, how ever, 
m ade  m e stop, look and  listen.

“T h e  chief function  of th e  leg is 
la tive  division con tinues to b e  a 
de te rm ined  and  con tinued  opposi
tion to the  h os t  of bills in troduced  
each y ea r  (a t  A lbany) w hich  a re  
inimical to  th e  b es t  in te re s ts  of 
the  City of N ew  Y ork .”

T h is  m e an s  th a t  th e  City of N ew  
Y o rk ’s chief law off icer conceives 
it as p a r t  of his duty  to  see th a t  
“lobbying” is con tinuously  and  e f 
fectively carr ied  on  in th e  in te re s ts  
of his bosses, the  tax -payers .  H e  
is abso lu te ly  right, of course.

T h e n  w hy  isn’t th e  off icer o f  an 
indus tria l co rpo ra tion  equally  r ig h t  
in considering  th a t  he  has  a  du ty  
to  p re sen t  to  m em bers  of the  leg is 
la tu re  o r  C ongress  the  a rg u m en ts  
aga in s t  any  piece o f  leg islation  
w hich  th re a te n s  the  in te re s ts  of h is  
bosses., th e  s tockho lders?

Once, Tor a period of a  w eek, I 
m yself  w as a “lobbyist.” A  cer ta in  
m easu re  w as proposed  w hich  w ould  
have  b e e n  h a rm fu l to th e  pub lish 
ing business, a n d  a g roup  o f  us 
w e n t  to  W ash in g to n .

O ne  S en a to r  sa id : “Y ou g en t le 
m en  do us a service by  com ing 
dow n here. So m a n y  th o u san d  bills 
a re  in troduced  th a t  w e can n o t  pos 
sibly know  .about all of them . T h e  
o n ly  w ay  w e can p reven t an  u n in 
te n tiona l m ju ry  is th ro u g h  g e t t in g  
th e  fac ts  f rom  th e  people w ho  
w ould  be  h u r t .”

L eg is la to rs  a re  the  se rv an ts  of 
th e  people, n o t  the ir  bosses. E v en  
“a ca t m ay  look a t  a  k in g ”—and 
even a ta x -p ay e r  o u g h t  to  have  a  
r ig h t  to  look a t  and  ta lk  to  a 
Sena to r .

(C opyrigh t, K. F . S.)

M iss  M ild red  M o o re  is spending  
the  w eek  w ith  fr iends  a t  Sylva.

M r. an d  M rs . L ew is  Johnson , of 
Asheville, h av e  b e e n  vis it ing  Mr. 
and  M rs. Z. D. B uchanan .

M r. an d  M rs .  J. C. H ig d o n  spent 
C h r is tm as  w i th  th e  fam ily  of Mr. 
D avis D ean  a t  E tn a .

M r. a n d  M rs .  C. C. S an d e rs  and 
son,, of C anton , sp e n t  C hris tm as 
w ith  M r. an d  M rs .  J . N. Downs.

M r. an d  M rs. W a l la c e  D avis and 
ch ild ren , accom pan ied  b y  R u th  and 
Jam es  D ow ns a n d  M rs .  E v a  R o b 
inson, of C an ton , v is ited  relatives, 

h e re  S a tu rday .
L on  T h o m p so n  an d  b ro th e r ,  J e s se  

T hom pson , v is ited  th e i r  hom es h e re  
du r in g  the  C h r is tm as  season. T h ey  
have  re tu rn e d  to  w o rk  a t  C harles-

i ton, S. C. , J
M r. a n d  M rs .  C. L . S m ith  and

dau g h te r ,  o f  Sylva, sp e n t  C h r is t 
m as  h e re  w ith  relatives.

R o b e r t  S an d e rs ,  o f  C anton , is 
spend ing  som e tim e  w ith  his fa ther  
and  o th e r  re la tives  here .

Billy B u ch an an ,  o f  C opper Hill, 
T enn ., sp en t  severa l days  w ith  his 
fa th e r .  U n c le  B en  B uchanan ,  of 
u ppe r  W a ta u g a .

M iss E m m a  H y a t t  h a s  returned- 
to  W e s te r n  C aro l ina  T e a c h e rs  col
lege a f t e r  spend ing  th e  holidays; 
w ith  h e r  p a ren ts ,  M r. an d  M rs. W.. 

C. H y a t t .
A r th u r  M in cy  a n d  J .  R- B e r ry  

each  los t a  cow M onday . D r. W es t ,  
ve te r in a r ian ,  p ro n o u n ced  it a  case 
of poison. A  small q u a n t i ty  of 
a rsen ica l pow der le f t  o ve r  
b ean  sp ray in g  la s t  su m m er  had  
b e e n  acciden ta lly  spilled w h e re  c(WS 
could reach  it— th e  only  cause th a t  
could be  found. F a rm e r s  should  .use 
care  w ith  th e se  po isonous sprays.

SOME MERIT IN LOBBY
Y ou  m ig h t  th in k  th e  annua l r e 

p o r t  of th e  C orpo ra t ion  Counsel o f  
th e  C ity  of N ew  Y o rk  w ould  be  a 
dull docum ent, b u t  n iy f r iend  P au l  
W in d e ls  has  m ade  it  a  tru ly  fasci-

Lake Emory
By LUTHER ANDERSON

T h e  C hris tm as  season  has come 
and  gone w ith  ab ou t th e  usual cel
eb ra t ion  and  p erfo rm ances , some 
appropr ia te ,  som e inappropria te .  
■Judging  by  acciden ts  on h ighw ays 
and  by  w h a t  one  could see in p a ss 
ing, the  d ru n k e n  reve lry  w as up to 
norm al.  Say, w orsh ippers  of B a c 
chus, w hy  no t choose som e o th e r  
th a n  the  C hris tm as  season  for y ou r 
B acchana lia?  All Fools D ay, fo r 
in s tan ce?  W h y  t r e a t  th e  exam ple 
an d  teach ings  of Je su s  w ith  con-

RABBIT CREEK
W e  a re  g lad  to  r e p o r t  a n  in- 

c rease  in o u r  p opu la tion  by  
m oving  o f  M r. a n d  M rs . J. 
P e n d e rg r a s  a n d  fam ily  m to  o u r

com m unity . , a

H a ro ld  C abe s p e n t  th e  w e e k - e n d  

w ith  h is  p a ren ts ,  M r. an d  M rs. J- 
R. Cabe

M iss E v e ly n  K in s la n d  and  Miss 
E s th e r  Seay, f r o m  W .  C. T. C., 
sp en t  th e  ho lidays here .  _

W a y n e  F ran k l in ,  w h o  is a t te n d 
ing  N. C. S ta te  college, sp en t  th e  
holidays a t  hom e. .

T h e  L a k e  E m o ry  s ta f f  w as  a  '  
m o s t  d iso rgan ized  d u r in g  the  '
m as  season. B u t  a s  school c 
r ing  aga in  w e expec t to  g e t  going 
once  m ore. A n d  to  th o se  w ho  read 
th is  colum n w e  express  o u r  
w i s h ; M a y  th e  com ing  y ea r  
the  w o r s t  yo u  ever shall see an 
the best you ever have seen.


