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SENATOR BYRD...

On the Bige pf Radicalism in thls Coun

In this year 1944, as the days
pass, it will be the endeavor of
The Times-News to present from
time to time matters which will
ald subscribers in their under-
standing and appraisement of
public affairs, political condi-
tions and the present and fu-
ture prospects of the country.
This we consider an obligation
to our public and it is a privil-
ege to serve our readers in this
way.

The nation is in a serlous,
even & precarious situation. We
make that statement in refer-
ence to the internal affairs of
the country. It would be true if
peace reigned in the world and
the United States was not at
war. War conditions add to the
perplexities and burdens of the
nation. We suppose that intelli-
gent, patriotic citizens are deep-
ly Interested in the matter of
obtaining all possible light on
conditions as they actually exist
in the nation today. They de-
sire to know the truth and to
be thoroughly informed about
public matters. It has always
been the policy of this newspa-
per to make the largest contri-
bution it finds possible to the
spreading of such information as
may serve this purpose.

In pursuance of this policy
The Times-News will find space
fn these columns for an article
'by Sen. Harry F. Byrd of Vir-
ginia, which has previously ap-
peared in Forbes Magazine and
in some of the newspapers. The
title of the article is “Four Mile-
stones to Totalitarianism.” We
have seen no other writing on
the subject of present govern-
mental conditions which was as
comprehensive and convincing
as the article by Senator

1t is unnecssary to introduce
Senator Byrd to Times-News
readers. He has a record as &
private citizen which is unex-
celled by any gther loyal and
successful American. He has a
long and honorable record in
the public service of Virginia
and in the United States Sen-
ate. His character, Integrity, and
his ability as & business man
and public servant. are such as
to pvlace him in the forefront of
national leadership today.

Of Senator Byrd it may be
sald that his bitterest enemies
have not been able to establish
that he is narrow or prejudiced
in his poli or Is
controlled by pu ex-
cept unswerving determination
to serve his State and country
in all sincerity and honesty.

Benator Byrd presents condi-
tions in Washington as they are
—as they are known to exist by
thousands of other citizens. In
and out of public life. No con-
firmation from any source Is
needed to substantiate his esti-
mate of the national govern-
mental situation, but the case
probably has never been so com-
prehensively and Imoressively
presented as by the distineuish-
ed Senator from Virginnia.

FOUR MILIESTONES TO
TOTALITARIANISM

(By Sen. Harry F. Byrd of Va.)

“It can't happen here "is wish-
ful thinking. 8o let's face facts
—now !

For 10 years now, the U. B.
has been alternately cajoled,
threatened, wheedled, promised
and finally pushed down the
path to dictatorship. The mile-
stones on this road have not al-
ways been clearly discernable as
we passed, but in retrospect
they loom large.

The first milestone was the
control of government.. Our
founding fathers, fearful of to-
talitarainism, carefully designed
a system of checks and balances
by which, theorectically, no man
or group of men could gain con-
trol of the government. This
they did by establishing three
co-equal parts: The legislature,
to make the laws: the executive
to carry out the laws: the judi-
ciary, to enforce the laws,

The First Step

From the very start of his
administration, President Roose-
velt sought to dominate these
three branches. He first at-
tempted to “pack™ the U. B.
Supreme Court by Increasing
the membership with new ap-
pointments. Congress thwarted
the scheme. 8till, by reason of
the administration’s long term
of office, all except two of our
justices have been appointed by
President Roosevelt.
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The President next attempted
a Senatorial purge, designed to
prevent the re-election of those
who did not see eye to eye with
his policies. That he did not
succeed in removing Sen. Tyd-
ings of Maryland and Senator
George of Georgia, among oth-
ers, is a tribute to the public's
abllity to discern patriotic and
able statesmen.
Had this effort of the Presl-
dent succeeded, he would have
ke s evory Saam-
out of pul 0 eve -
ber of the Congress who dared
express disagreement with his
N ; vices, he at
Failing in these de , he at-
mnm ftheu;emm
ous d o -
. He asked for the aboli-
tion of the comptroller H
the government's only independ-
ent auditing office; sought con-
trol over the Civil Service Com-
mission, which, in effect, would
have & our entire
merit system; proposed com-
plete executive control of the
quasi-judicial amencies, FCC,
FPC, ICC and PTC.
Balked by a narrow margin—
in these, too, an ingenious
method by-passing Congress was
conceived. As everyone knows,
the real power of Congress over
the executive department is the
control of the purse—the power
to give or deny appropriations.
The New Deal has overcome

ernment corporations which,
once a blanket authorization
has been secured, are allowed
to issue bonds and disburse pub-
lie funds as the President sees
fit. There are 57 of these cor-
porations and the $30,000,000,000

Byrd. [ which they have spent—many

times involving important con-
troversial appropriations—has
never been authorized by Con-
gress. It has never even been
audllted by the comptroller gen-
eral.

3490 Executive Orders _

Supplementing this detour of
legislative authorization, the
President has resorted to an-
other method of executive law-
making, that of executive order.
In 10 years he has lssued 3460
executive orders, many of legis-
lative or quasi-legislative con-
tent. ese are not lawspassed

gréss; they are laws

by
Dl.ll?‘ 4 single wm
Nor If this all. In"the stressof
the mnational crisis, the Presi-
dent was granfed an emergency
fund of over $100,000,000. While
only & small portion of this
sum has been spent, all of it has
been allocated to various agen-
cles. In effect, it places tre-
mendous power in the hands of
the President—power which the
Constitution formerly reserved
to the Congress.

This bureaucracy perpetuates
itgelf far from the scrutiny of
the citizenry, behind a veil of
complex, overlapping and dupli-
cating agencies whose policy-
making personnel is intent
upon regimenting American life
from the professional armchairs
of economists and sociologists in
Washington. In many instances
their sole alm is to recruit and
appoint only those persons who

have the same ideological con-
cepts as they have.

This undemocratic selection
process has been so ingrained
through usage as to become an
aecepted procedure. In violation
of civil service regulations, more
and more personnel are added
to federal payrolls. The activi-
tles of these bureaucrats com-
pletely confuse and thwart con-
gressional investigators.

The second milestone was the
control of business. The con-
trol of business, of industry, of
the professions, of free enter-
prise. of the American way of
life itself can be destroved in
one of three wavs: (1). By gov-
ernment on:metltlon with priv-
ate busi : (2) by senseless
and unnecessary regimentation:
(3) bv excessive and exhorbitant
taxation.

Competition with private en-
terprise has long been a gov-
ernment method of weakening
private business and industry.

ment in 1833, government com-
petition has mushroomed so that
now, although the emergency
has . the government has
control, or is seeking control, of
every enterprise. Directly con-
cerned with business, there are
nine federal housing and con-
struction aeencies. 168 federal
business and banking agencies,
and four federal transmortation
and power agencies. There are
numerous others, some savoring

this handicap by creating gov-|

Begun as an emergency experi- with

of government monopolies, such
as in the synthetic rubber in
dustry, the aluminum ind
and parts of the banking busi-
ness. .

There is a bill before Con<
gress which, according to the
National Physiclans Committee,
will abolish private m I
practice by institutiong public
medicine, dentistry, nursing and
hospitalization under the direct
control of a federally-apppinted
surgeon general. It will cost an
estimated $3.000,000,000 & year.

At present the government is
attempting to prove, through
the co ; that all insurance—
{ire, emnity and life—is
merce between the states, ::%
obylously it 1s not. Once this
established, all insurance will be
subject to direct government
control.

In the past three years, the
government has spent $35,000.-
000,000 in building plants and
facilities for industrial produc-
tion. The title to most of these
properties 1s in the government.
Of the 1,500 plants which RFC
alone has bullt and financed.
521 were aviation plants; 54, al-
uminum plants; 120, steel plants
50 high-octane aviation gasoline
plants. The steel plants owned
by the government represent 20
per cent of the entire country’s
requirements, the machine
facilities one-half of the coun-
try's requirements, while 92 per
cent of all magnesium produced
is taken from government plants.
Government investments are re-
sponsible for the oroduction of
one-third more rubber than was
ever produced before.

In all, this vast industrial
machine representes one-fifth of
the nation’s industrial capac-
ity, a measure of control un-
dreamed of by the country's
greatest industrialists. This con-
trol is vested largely in over
57 government corporations.
Many of -these, notably the
RFC, do not operate under con-

consciously
ies for Totalitarianism, Incor-
porated. .

The recent coal strike indi-
cates the trend toward govern-

control of the people. The min-

struck. When. the government
took over the mines, through
Senator Ickes, the miners were
granted the same raises in pay
which had been previously re-
fused.

Examples have come to my
attention where industries have
given up new projects because
the estimated cost of preparl
wmhu, reports

would be ter
the estimated profit. At least
7, 715,229 reports and question-
naires (not including rationing
forms) have been issued in one
year by the government.

What's more, these bureau-

sue thousands upon thousands
of dlrec:l;es. I::ny of whlcha.e-l
tually persede congressiona
laws already on the statute

books. These directives
questionanaires, burdening the
citizens and placing unreason-
able obstacles against the war
:lffurt. was no't %:om by legisla-
ve enactmen ngress is

to blame for them. i

Don't blame Col R 4
for the ecoercion “Ex'u'i" tgilher

Congress;
bureaucrats setting into
practice & policy of which I am
certain pproves.
gg:;r&htglem. it is oiwm:lm“
Vi
enterprise. i

Even government competition
and regimentation of private
business might not render it
impotent were it not for the

0y the’)

ment ownership of industry and | n
ers desired higher wages. They | tures the reci

than

cratic government agencies is-|

and |

excessive taxation which threat-
ens to remove profit, “seed
money"” and invested capital
alike. Heavy taxation is neces-
sary to carry the financial bur-
den of winning the wam but
it need not destroy private in-
dustry to balance its books.
Branching into the field of
property ownership, the federal
government has
war pu , inclusive of pub-
lic , 43,000,000 acres of
land in the past five years. This
comprises an area equal to the
Connectlcu

tt, Delaware,
Maryland, usetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, New
Jersey, Vermont and one-half

of The government has

1in fact, ‘become the country's
real

estate operator,
ar Department alone has
hotels, some of

of which, unless the govern-
ment continues to hold them,
will be dumped on the market
with disastrous effects on lical
economy.
No Field Free

There is not a single field

private endeavor 13 the

tethered to the post of adminis-
trative directive| Ye¥ without
free enterprise we can only have
government by State soclalism.

tool | There is no alternative.

The third milestone was con-
trol of food, the creating of
federal agricultural bureaus and
agencles which are competine
with private enterprise. In the
field of agricultural lending

this cost is needlessly exhorbit-
ant. We are 'still paying for the
151 administration-sponsored
resettlement proj
1935, which,
ter’
[
for
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deal fruits are all to the good,
who wants to destroy the trees
or the crops

Mr. Graves is convinced that
a majority of American citl
zens have elther turned against
persists in on with the
the new deal or stand ready to
grogram of the decade.
He fears that all be lost
this course, and erying
out in order that something
may be saved through compro-
mise. The compromise wo be
based on retention of all the
to date. An armistice would be

new dealers have accomplished
and after that had

its the new
dealers wo spit on their

hands and resume their labors.

We are not suggesting these
ings as Mr. Gravés' ideas wb":t:

cannot be m:? tha
m. The dnnﬁ: from tatali-
and dictatorship, and
the certainty of destruction of
the Republic if new dealism
continues to dominate the na-
tion, eannot be avolded by that
course.
If this correctly estimatesthe
American
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give the
board to absolute powe
the thought of the youth

doles and a
the people—not fhe govern-
ment—must ultimately pay.

l!
I
I

;

"

iif

!

|
I“

i

:

i
af
ged il

|

|

)
5.

:;
1
:

!
!
i

£l
i
g &

§.
:
E

try:

=

¥

EVNIE S 1

President has announced a
guarantee of financial security
to every American citizen from
the cradle to the grave. This
is a tee from 130,000,000
Americans to 130,000,000 Ameri-
cans of soclal security. While
it's the duty or the mm-
ment to extend ald to in
distress, it is Inoonsistent with
the very idea of democracy to
guarantee finoieclal security to

every citizen.
co to
Macﬁlmnhvzllm
which ad-
ble

As & necessary
this is the new
economic
vocates an ever-expanding
lic debt as not only justif

but also healthy in a coun
with a “mature ®

flation and, ul-
government control
The democratic

timately,
of all

vised; the government would
support the people.

Whether the government's re-
fusal to practice economy Is an
attempt ir. this direction the
reader must judge for himself.

The Public Debt

The public debt is now $171,-
00,000,000, or $3,500 f

exercise his righ
franchise. This is not a privil-
ege alone, it is a duty.

Every citizen should continue
and keep

his vigilance
Rl S 36 58
fons. don't

ters and telegrams
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Congress and the people,
gether, can rid the
of its bureaucrats. bureau-

L et
mantied.

must be dis-

This spaece contribnted by

an lndependent Voter of Maecon Colmty
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jdea that the people su '
‘{the government would hem:"":E

by 3,000,000
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