By ROBERT M. RAY
(Assistant Agent)

It appears that our mountain
farmers are being caught In a
l‘ price squeeze along with farm-
ers in other areas.

One way we can. help the
farmer through this readjust-
ment period is by teaching him
something about the soil he
uses as the basis of his produc-
tion. I believe, In the past, too
little emphasis has been placed
on the needs of the soll and
the best way to obtain proper
fertilization. Next year, for the
first time, the PMA is requir-
ing soll tests on farms partici-
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Feeling Farr Price Pinch?
Proper Fertilization May
Help Things, Agent Says

pating in their program of soll
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fused tricalcium = phosphate
were worked into the top four
inches of the soll, which is a
Rabun Clay loam. Oats and
vetch were seeded in the fall of
1947 and lespedeza the !mhw-t
ing spring. The lespedeza was

conservation; however, their
program is still vague In en-
couraging farmers to home mix
his fertilizers in order to ob-
tain a better fertilization and
to make a substantial saving
on their fertilizer cost.

Jority of

service in this state, and found
it of great value to themselves
and to the extension service In
obtaining information on which
to base recommendations in
given areas.

A good example of the value
of soil testing and proper fer-
tilization has been a research
project carried out on the Wal-
lace Morgan farm in Macon
County for the past seven years.
When Wallace came to the farm
in 1946, he took over a grown
up acreage of land which had
been ab@ndoned because of the
low productivity. A major por-
tion of this farm is gloping to
steep land which in 1046 was in
sedge and scrub pine., In 1947
a two-acre field was cleared
and prepared for alfalfa. On
the basis of soll tests and our
knowledge of the soll, two tons

of lime and 1,200 pounds of
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turned and 600 pounds of|
2-12-12 was applied in the fall|
and the alfalfa was seeded. A|
good stand was obtained and!
hhas been top-dressed annually|
with 200 pounds 60% murlate
of potash per acre. A similar
| system has been used on all the

For several years, the ma-|fields on this farm which have |high amount of potash In the
test demonstration been cleaned up and seeded to natural state and also a much
farmers have been taking ad-|auaug or ladino clover-orchard | higher amount of exchangeable
vantage of the free soil testing grass. On many of the later potash than other areas. There

|seedl.ngs a mixed fertilizer con-
sisting of 1,200 pounds of 27% |
phosphate, 200 pounds 60% pot-
ash, and 50 pounds 33% am-|
monium nitrate has been sub-

lizer. Yields on all flelds used

higher than the average yields |
on other farms in the county.
Alfalfa has been producing
three to four tons per pear, |
even in the fifth year. Ladinu-l'
orchard-grass has been produc-
ing two tons or better per year.
In dry years such as the past
two years’ yields have fluctu-
ated with the weather, but make
& more rapid response when
moisture is avallable,

In 1953 soil sclentists  from
our soil testing laboratory took
a number of samples on these
fields to obtain information on
the results of this type of fer-
tilization. As a result of these
tests, and other information,
some revisions in our recom-
mendations are being made.
Soil samples were taken at two
levels, 0-3 inches and 4-8
inches. On fields which had had
heavy applications of phosphate

|at seeding and none since, the
|0-3 inch area showed high to
| very high in phosphate while
| the lower level ran from low to
|very low in phosphate. Since
|the latest research shows that
| plants pick up phosphate from
| this lower level, it appears that
we should apply phosphate at|
deeper levels, possibly down to
at least six inches for alfalia.
On the basis of experiment sta-

stituted for the 2-12-12 ferti-
for hay have been consistentlyfon high producing forage crops.

seeding and use a small

each year for maintenance;
however, on the basis of
search Is necessary. It Is
sible that there Is a high phos-
phate fixation which would be
released if top-dressing phos-
phate were added.

On the potash tests, both
levels showed high to very high
with the lower level a little
lower. Crop responses are be-
ing obtained by top-dressing
with potash even though our
mountain solls have a relative

is a definite need for more re-
search of this subject with our
mountain soils.

On land which has not been
previously limed, two tons per
acre seems to be adequate, and
then one ton each five years

What savings can a farmer
make by using single ingredi-
ent fertilizers? On the basis of
a 2-12-12 and 0-9-27, which are
our seeding and malntenance
fertilizers for pasture and hay
crops, a farmer can save ap-
proximately $10 per ton, or
$2.50 per acre, over mixed com-
mercial fertilizers. Most farm-
ers have at least 20 acres of
good pasture and hay so they
can save approximately $50 on
these crops alone. Correspond-
ing savings can also be made
on row crops. UTD farmers that
obtain phosphate and nitrates
at a reduced price can make
even greater savings to beat the
price squeeze and still get a
very good fertilization on their
farms. Cutting down the amount
of fertilizer used is not the way
to get by when profits are fall-
ing; however, to get your ferti-
lization needs at a lower cost
is using common sense.

—————

The only newspaper
in the world devoted
exclusively to Macon
County is The Franklin

|tlon recommendations it now
appears desirable to apply
smaller rates of phosphate at
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Crestmark body, its

in its price class.
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‘I ...more and more people are considering Ford
as the one fine car in the low-price field!
It's hard to believe that a car which is

price field. Yet a Ford with its hulltight

Ford's the only low-priced car which
offers you a choice of a completely auto-

still sells in the low-
See..
Full-Circle Visibility

(most in its field), its new fine car ride and
roomy luggage locker (roomiest in its field)
delivers at a figure that keeps it right down

Most-liked low-priced car

-

.+ . among people who want more for their money
when they buy . . . and more money when they sell!
There’s a big reason why more folks are buying more Fords

than ever before. No other low-priced car offers so many of
the things people want and need for today’s driving. In fact,

to get such “Worth More” Ford

completely automatic transmission and fine-car power steer-

ing in any other car, you'd have to
price field.

Of course, Ford owners will discover that Ford’s worth
more when they sell it, too. Surveys of used car prices show
year-old Fords returning a higher proportion of their ori sinal

cost than any other car.

because it's most li

: - ° ;
1011-pricea cars
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matic transmission (Fordomatic), Over-

drive or Conventional Drive. And Ford

Master-Guide, available on all V-8 models,

is the last word in power steering . . . makes
turning up to 75% easier.

. Value Check . . . Test Drive Ford

at your Ford Dealer’s.

FORD

. Conley Motor Company

i 1§ you'te Interested ia @ vsed care; bo sore 1o vee our selections!

features as a V-8 engine,

step well up from the low-

Ford's 110-hp. V8 is the some
typa of engine now powering
America’s finest (and costliest)
cars. Ford's Milsoge Moker is the
most modern Six im the industry.

it

Worth more

buy
Worth more sell

when you
whea you

Franklin, N. C.

Twins’ Shop
Offers You---

Stunning Styles!
Terrific Prices!
Largest Selection!

IN

COATS

BUY NOW!

Before Cold Weather Really
Hurts . ..

We'll Be Glad To Put It In
Lay-Away Until You Need
It!

i

® Nude, Red, Aqua, Pink,
Blue, and Beige.

® Sizes 7 - 20.

® Milium Lining.

' Remember---Its Easy To Lay-Away

Buy Where You Get Better Clothes at
) Better Prices

Look of #ie FEATURES Y
Look af e SPACE 7
Look af the PRICE/,
\—-——"’

KELVINATOR

Small
Weekly

- Payments

after mlnimum down paymant

Cu.
FT.

Cold-Clear-to-the-Floor—
Giant cold space in small
cabinet space!

Giant Across-the-Top
Freezer Chestl

Full-width Meat Trayl

3 Speedy-Cube Ice Traysl

17.3 sq. ft. of shelf space
: i . adjustable, tool

Handy Door Shelvesl

Twin, Sliding Moisi-Cold
Crispers|
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1rs TimE To TranE For e lnwse calor

COME IN! LET'S TALK TURKEY ON
A TRADE-IN NOW!

Farm and Home Supply Co.

NEAR THE RIVER BRIDGE

PHONE 6 FRANKLIN, N. C.




