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FEBRUARY 11, 1954

Secrecy In Government

A lot of honesty is being brought to bear, by
pabllc officials and newsmen alike, on the widely
debated issue of secrecy about public affairs.

A number of North Carolina newspapers, for
example, groping for the truth about their re-
sponsibilities, insist that there are a few instances
in which secrecy is justified.

Only a fanatic would deny that. It should be
emphasized, though, that the instances are rare.
Also that they should be clearly defined.

One such instance, long recognized, is the de-
liberations of a grand jury. The reason for secrecy
there is fairly obvious; it is for the protection of
the accused. A grand jury does not try; it merely
hears accusations, and passes on their probable
validity. The accused has no opportunity to pre-
sent a defense. To make public such proceedings
would be repugnant to every Anglo-Saxon tradi-
tion of justice.

Another instance, we think, is the informal con-
sideration by a school board of the qualifications
and disqualifications of teachers. If the board
members are to do a thorough job, they must dis-
cuss the characters and personalities of the vari-
ous applicants with complete frankness. Again, if
these discussions were made public, it could do
great harm to reputations of the individuals in-
volved ; and again it is a case in which the person
against whom criticism may be leveled usually
has no opportunity to be heard.

In an entirely different category is the situation
where a government body, such as a board of al-
dermen, has in mind the purchase of a specific
piece of property for public use. If the informa-
tion becomes public before an option is taken, the
-asking price is almost sure to be raised. In short,
premature publication of the board’s intentions
would be unfair to the taxpayers. It is worth not-
ing, though, that once an option is obtained, the
public has a right to be fully informed and to be
heard before their money is spent.

A new problem involves national security. Much

information that once would and should have been
made public without hesitation today is being sup-

pressed by the national government, in the inter-
est of the military safety of the nation. In this
case, secrecy is defended on the grounds it is nec-
essary for the protection of all the citizens of the
(ulnll.l'\-.

In the first two cases, the protection of the
rights of individual citizens is the justification for
secrecy ; in the last two, it is for the protection of

groups of citizens,

In cach case, citizens’ rights are involved. The

argument, often made, that public officials are en-
titled to protection against public eriticism—that
good men won't serve unless they can serve in
secret, and that it is therefore impractical to let

the public know how the public’s business is being
transacted—that argument will not hold water. It
is the same as saying the public's business is none
of the public’s husiness.

Newspapers have a responsibility to observe
secrecy, im a very few, narrow areas—ifor the pro-
tection of the rights of citizens,

But newspapers also have a responsibility to
provide the public with information about the pub-
lic's affairs. And because the newsman’s job keeps
him on the scene where public business is trans-
acted, whereas the public usually cannot be there,
newspapers have the responsibility of leading the
fight against the always-present danger of the
abuse of secrecy, and the equally always-present
danger of its spread beyond the few, narrow areas
where there is any real justification for it.

Worse Than Segregation

In the past, the U. S, Supreme Court has re-
stricted its rulings on matters of race to saying
that rights and facilities must be equal. It has
never passed on the constitutionality of racial

segregation. That issue, however, is now before
the court, and a decision is expected in the near
future.

The administrative arm of the federal govern-
ment, however, refuses to wait for the court’s rul-
ing; it proceeds with its campaign to destroy seg-
regation by administrative edict.

Its latest order is being put into effect on a na-
tion-wide basis, despite the rather obvious fact
that it is in’ conflict with statute law in states re-
quiring segregation.

That is government by men, rather than by
laws.

And that is worse than segregation ever has
been.

Others’ Opinions

SMOKING OUT THE CANDIDATES
(Greenshoro Dally News)

The least that the Tar Heel press can do in this continuing
struggle for freedom of information is to comply with the re-
quest of President Weimar Jones of the North Carolina Press
Assoclation and query legislative candidates in their respective
counties this year as to how they stand on the “secrecy law”
enacted by the 1953 General Assembly.

There should be a simple, direct question and an unequivocal
answer: Do you favor retention or repeal of the 1953 act?

This is vital information which the citizenry, those who face
the responsibility of determining the compesition of the Legis-
lature as a representative body at the polls, has a right to
know and to demand. It is significant enough in ifs specific
application; it is even more meaningful in the reflection which
it will give of the potential legislators’ attitude toward govern-
ment as it affects public interest and accountability.

Somehow too many people have gotten the idea that this
fight for freedom of information, for open transaction of pub-
lic business, is the newspapers’ fight. It is all that; but it is
far, far more than that. It is only as public business is pub-
licly transacted that sinister and special interests are barred,
or thelr activities at least minimized by being brought into the
light, that the public knows why certain steps were taken or
certain bills passed and that there will be sufficlent knowledge
and understanding to assure intelligent voting at the polls.
And here is where the success, even the survival, of our gov-
ernmental system and way of life will be determined.

So, let the press as part of its fundamental obligation and
a responsibility which it shares along with the Legislature and
all public bodies, smoke the candidates out. How do they stand,
pointedly and specifically, on the secrecy issue and all that it
portends? And then if the public does not take over from there
on, its mass indifference will truly be something to worry
about.

‘Fundamental
From The Durtham Motning Herald

Interest is picking up in the approaching campaign for the
General Assembly and it's encouraging to see that opposition
to the secrecy act is rather consistently expressed by candi-
dates who have announced thus far.

Included in the number are some converts who voted for
the act last year but who have changed their minds.

These conversions together with the voluntary retirement
from the legislature of some who voted for the act and the
candidacies for their seats by men opposed to it offer hope
that this unfortunate legislation may be removed next year.

Involved in the secrecy act is a fundamental public right,
and it's up to the public to say what, if anything, is going to
be done about it. Does the public really give a hang that it's
been prohibited from attending sesslons of the legislature's
money committees? Does it really give a hang how it's money
is used by the members of these committees?

1f it has definite opinions the time to express them is vot-
ing day. Every candidate should and no doubt will express
his views on this subject. And if ever there was an election
in which voters were justified in making a choice solely on
one issue, the Assembly election-is it and secrecy the issue.
For the secrecy lIssue is fundamental. If democratic govern-
ment is to succeed, the people must have access to informa-
tion about their government; they must knew what is being
done, who is doing it, and why. In addition to access to this
information through their news media, they must also have
the right to go direct to the source if they wish.

For each candidate who opposes the secrecy act and who
intends to work for its repeal there is cause for encourage-
ment. His intention not only testifies to his own bellef but,
more important, perhaps it testifies to his conviction, as a
politiclan with his ears to the ground, that the public is alert
to the fundamental right involved and intends to see that it's
protected.

HORSE SENSE AND HORSES
(St. Louis Post-Dispatch.)

What’s all this commotion about a horse that exercised
horse sense? What kind of sense is a horse supposed to exer-
clse, anyhow? A 20-year-old mare by the name of Gracle got
her name In all the papers, a place on an honor roll, carrots
for Christmas, and visits from Important people, all because
she brought her master back to his place of work when he
fainted on his dellvery route. Gracie showed horse sense and
apparently nobody. élse had the sense—horse or otherwise—
to expect it.

The only conclusion we can draw from this plece of busi-
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ness is that horse sense is not generally regarded as equine.
Pretty soon somebody will be telling us that commonsense is
not common. Or that hard sense is a lot softer than it looks.

Things like that.

If horse sense isn't for horses, then whom is it for? Our
own view is that it will be plenty soon to express surprise
when some horse fails to show the expected horse sense.
Gracle or Dobbin. Or whoever—.

I Poetry

Editor

EDITH DEADERICK ERSKINE
Weaverville, North Carolina

SNOWFLAKES

Little white angels

I think you are indeed
God's messengers of cool release
To a world in wintry need

Of the hope that beauty brings

To mortals here below,—

And I have heard that April Sleeps
Not far beneath the snow.

Highlands and California.

BESS HINBON HINES

STRICTLY

PERSONAL

By WEIMAR JONES

CHAPEL HILL. — A social tea
is no place for a man.

Somehow the ladies seem to
manage these things, with ease,
and apparently with pleasure.

But a man? He's like a whale -

trying to make a graceful turn
in a goldfish bowl.

First of all, there is the prob-
lem of balancing a cup on a
saucer, plus a spoon on the
saucer's edge; meanwhile there's
a sandwich to be held in one
hand, perhaps a cookie or two
in another, and a napkin, some-
where; and while engaged in
that slight-of-hand, you are
are supposed to carry on an
intelligent conversation.

Most men quickly decide that
standing up is hopelessly im-
possible, so they look for a
seat; seated, they can-at least
take advantage of a knee now
and then. But the solution isn't
as simple as all that—no In-
deed!

For just as you get seated
and have found ways and
means to hold All the things
you are expected to hold, and
occaslonally to get one or the
other to your mouth, a lovely
lady appears In front of your
chair, smiles pleasantly, and
starts a conversation.

Is a man to sit like. an oaf,
while the lady stands? Heaven
forbid!

Both custom and courtesy de-
mand that he rise, promptly;
stand bolt upright, And what
happens if he rises promptly?
You guessed it. Nine times out
of ten he pours the contents
of his coffee cup all over the
lady's dress.

So he adopts a wise compro-
mise. He rises, to be sure; but
slowly, labariously, carefully,
never for an instant letting his

eyes stray from that cup and
spoon balanced so precariously
on the saucer, meanwhile con-
cious that the lady is walting
for a reply to her last remark.

At long last it is done. He is
up. Nothing is spilled. He is
triumphant.

He smiles, opens his mouth
to reply to the remark made
during his long and hazardous
rise from a sitting to a stand-
ing posture—only to find that
the lady has drifted across the
room to speak to someone else,
Mouth still open to speak, he
finds himself standing, alone—
and, now, for no good reason!

Is there a man in the room
who doesn't know what I mean?

. & @

The mere fact of being a
male somehow seems to impose
a major handicap at a tea. Add
to that the further one of
myopila ($64 word for mnear-
sightedness), and add yet an-
other, the fact that, at teas,
living and dining rooms usually
are jlluminated only by candles
—add those three together and
you have the background for a
comedy of errors of which I
was the unwitting and unwilling
author the other Sunday after-
noon.

My first boner was to try to
be friendly with a man I took
to be a stranger, With the best
possible intentions — and the
worst possible judgment—I put
on my best party smile, held
out my hand, and announced:
“1 am Weimar Jones”,

"“Yes, I know", came the kind-
g (but, I suspect, amuaea} re-
y.

-1 had not recognized his face,
but I instantly recognized his
volce. 1 had tried to make some-
one feel at home in this Unl-
versity community, and I had

L

else.

A lady, to whom I must have
just been introduced, was hold-
ing out her hand to me. I made
no move whatever to take it.
The seconds passed, and still I
made no move to grasp the out-
stretched hand. It became ob-
vious to my wife I never would.

Quietly she crossed the room,
stood behind me, and carefully
manipulating the elbow, she
tried to push my right hand
into contact with the lady’s.

Did I shake hands then? I
did!—with my wife!

* % ¥

If all this sounds as though
1 were ungrateful to my hosé
and hostess, it certainly isn't se
meant. I am deeply grateful te
them, and not just for the in-
vitation to the tea. I am grate-
ful for the occasion that has
provided my wife and me and
our friends with some of the
best laughs in months.

As proof that I am, I am go-
ing—if any Chapel Hill hostess
will take a chance on me—ie
another tea!

Do You
Remember?

(Looking backward through
the files of The Press)

5¢ YEARS AGO THIS WEEK
One bad man can do more in
demoralizing a community tham
three righteous men can do
good.

Mr. J. R. Pendergrass is nﬁ:&
closing a contract with 8.
W. H. Shancks to build a new
store bullding of brick to re-
place the building he now oe-
cupies on the cormer of the
public square.

Henry Cunningham has givea
up the idea of going on the
railroad as a flagman. He left
yesterday for Macon, Ga., te
take a course in a business col-
lege. Larry Waldroop also goes
with him. We believe they have
chosen wisely, and wish them
success.

25 YEARS AGO
Macon had a little lamb,
"Twas in the days of yore.
Now lambs have ceased te
gambol
Because of dogs galore.

According to W. D. Barnard,
one of the county commission-
ers, the people of Macon must
quit loafing and go to work. We
agree that the salvation of the
county as a whole liés In this
solution. However, if half the
population chooses not to work,
that should be no reason why
the other half should follow
suit. Theoretically, the more"
non-producers in existence the
more the working man should
receive for his farm produce.

Mr. 8. A. Munday has had
the two tall pine trees that
stood in front of the Pine Tree
Inn cut ‘down. The trees are
sald to have been planted here
about 100 years ago by Mr.
Munday's grandfather.

Fire of an undetermined ori-
gin damaged rooms in the
Franklin  elementary school
bullding last Monday morning.

Miss Pearl Harris was a vis-
ftor in Franklin last Monday
with her sister, Dr. Mich-
al, of Brevard, assistant health
officer of this district. Miss
Harrls holds the position of
head nurse of a sanatorium in
Maryland. -
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