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AN INTERESTED OBSERVER as key figures 
. in the “House in the Horseshoe” restoration pro

ject met at Carthage was Adlai E. Stevenson, 
1952 Democratic Presidential candidate who ap
pears second from left. Others in the photo are, 
left to right: J. A. Stenhouse of Charlotte, chair
man of the State Historic Sites Commission; 
Glenn Hancock, Jr.; Glen Hancock, Sr., of Bon- 
lee, owner of the property who is presenting it 

* to the State; and Mrs. Ernest L. Ives of Southern

To Slari Restoration Work

Pines, sister of Stevenson, president^ of tne“ 
Moore County Historical Association and a 
member of the Historic Sites Commission. Mr. 
Stevenson met with the group the night he was 
welcomed by more than 2,000 persons at Car
thage. Prominently displayed at the gathering 
in the Carthage school gymnasium was a sign, 
“Deep River Township, home of the House in 
the Horseshoe, Welcomes Stevenson.”

(Photo by V. Nicholson)

Folder Tells History 
Of Moore County Site 
Presented To State

The Alston House Fund Com
mittee of the Moore County His
torical Association is mailing to 
residents of this area and inter
ested persons throughout the state 
a folder summarizing the history 
of the Alston house, or “The 
House in the Horseshoe,” in Deep 
River township.

This house, which is nearly 200 
years old and one of the few pre 
Revolutionary dwellings in this 
area, is to be restored with private 
and state funds and will be taken 
over as an historic landmark by 
the State Historic Sites Commis
sion.

The folders relate the story of 
the Revolutionary skirmish at the 
house, point out that it was also 
at one time the residence of Gov. 
Benjamin Williams who died in 
1814 and appeal for funds with 
which tO' begin immediate restor
ation work.

Glenn Hancock, Sr., Bonlee 
lumberman, is presenting the 
house and 10 acres to the State. 
Surveying at the site began last 
week.

The restoration work is to be 
undertaken with private funds, in 
addition to anticipated public 
funds not yet appropriated. The 
North Carolina Society for the 
Preservation of Antiquities is ad
vancing $2,500 and additional 
funds are sought in the private 
appeal made by the folders.
Joint Project

The Alston House Fund is aj incident of Whig and Tory war-
joint project of the Moore County 
Historical Association, the Alfred 
Mcore Chapter, Daughters of the 
American Revolution, and the N. 
C. Society for the Preservation of 
Antiquities.

The DAR fund committee is 
composed of Mrs. W. Gilliam 
Brown, Mrs. J. Talbot Johnson, 
Mrs. Joel Layton, Mrs. M. J. Mc- 
Phail, Mrs. P. P. Pelton and Mrs. 
R. P. Rosser.

The Historical Association’s 
committee is: N. L. Hodgkins, Jr., 
chairman; -Mrs. Ernest Ives, Mrs.

op, W. D. Campbell, W. W. Hoff 
man, Lawrence Johnson, George 
Maurice, Albert Tufts and H. M. 
Vale, Jr.

Contributions to the fund are 
tax-deductible, the folder states, 
and requests that checks be made 
payable to the Moore County His
torical Association, Inc., and 
marked “Alston House Fund.” 
Checks should be sent to Mr. 
Hodgkins at the Citizens Bank 
and Trust Co., Southern Pines. 
History Recalled

Here is the story of the House 
in. the Horseshoe as related in the 
folder:

“The House in the Horseshoe,” 
built about 1760, was a fine home 
in its time. Though badly run 
down, it retains very much the 
same aspect it did almost 200 
years ago. Its location overlook
ing a sweeping meadow on a bend 
of Deep River known as “The 
Horseshoe” adds to its impressive
ness.

It was the scene of a dramatic
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assembled a body of men at his 
home. Fanning and his company 
attacked the house early on a Sun
day morning. Those within de
fended themselves staunchly, and 
the battle of bullets continued for 
several hours . . . one account 
says all day. Men on both sides 
were killed and injured.

Fanning, infuriated at the stub
born resistance, decided to set fire 
to the bouse. A Negro man he sent 
to apply the torch was shot dead 
by Alston. The Tory officer then 
had his men load a cart with hay 
and, keeping the cart between 
them and the house, start moving 
it toward the house. There they 
planned to set it afire.

The men within saw the strat 
egy and despaired. Alston knew 
the time for surrender had come, 
if the house or any of his men or 
family were to be saved. Yet, 
knowing Fannings vindicitive- 
ness, none dared go outside, even 
with a truce flag.

It was then that a woman prov
ed her mettle. . . . Mrs. Alston, 
who had set her children on stools 
in her bedroom fireplace, their 
bodies thrust up within the chim
ney, and herself lain in bed with 
bullets whisthng not two feet 
above her.

With her home now gravely 
threatened, she persuaded her 
husband that she should seek the 
truce, feeling that even as savage 
an enemy eis Fanning would re
spect a woman. She was right. 
She stepped outside, gave a sig
nal and the firing ceased. Fanning 
called to her to meet him halfway. 
There she told him, with calm dig
nity, “We wiU surrender, sir, on 
condition that no one shall be in
jured; otherwise we will make the 
best defense we can, and if need 
be, sell our lives as dearly as pos
sible.” Fanning agreed to her 
terms, and kept his word. The 
men surrendered and were pa
roled. •

The war’s end came within a 
few months. Alston later served a 
term in the State Senate (1785-86).

Later the house became the 
home of one of the State’s early 
governors, who lies buried near 
by.

Benjamin Williams, first large 
planter of Moore Countuy, was 
first elected governor in 1799, re
turned to Raleigh in 1807 as a 
State Senator and was again elect
ed by the General Assembly to 
the governorship. On expiration 
of his term he was returned to 
the Senate (1809). He spent his 
last years at The House in the 
Horseshoe, which he called “Re
treat,” and died there in 1814.

Historians rate Governor Wil
liams “a man of fine intelligence, 
who stood among the first of the 
progressive agriculturists of the 
State.” In times particularly dif
ficult for Southern planters, his 
farm was a model of its day.

“The House in the Horseshoe” 
has been a home, the heart Of a 
busy farm life, dizring all these

years. Some of the original rooms 
have been torn down, but the an
cient chimneys stand, the carved 
doorways and mantels, hand-forg
ed ironware and other details of

colonial days mark it with dis- 
tincticn.

To reach it, turn right from NC 
27 onto the Glendon road at the 
western limit of Carthage, county

seat of Moore. At a fork 6 3-4 
miles away, leave the hardsur
faced road, bearing right on a 
sandclay road. Another 2 1|2 miles, 
and you cross a tall and narrow

steel bridge over Deep River. 
Once over the bridge you can 
see the house far off at the left, 
still gazing serenely over the bat
tleground which is now a pasture.

Fund Appeal For Old House Begins
fare during the Revolution.

The walls of the house show 
plainly today the battle scars .sus
tained on a summer day of 1781. 
Contemporary accounts differ as 
to the date. . . July 29 or August 
7. There are other discrepancies, 
but with agreement on the main 
facts, which are as follows:

Col. Philip Alston, a Whig, then 
owner of the plantation, had in
curred the wrath of the infamous 
young Tory officer. Col. David 
Fanning, who had headquarters 
at Cox’s Mill, several miles 

Katherine N. McColl, Julian Bish- | north. On learning that Alston had
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Make your own 

proving ground" test

The new 19541Chevrolet Bet Air 4-door sedan. 
With 3 great series, Chevrolet offers the mdst 
beautiful choice of models in its field.

. and we know this is what /ou7/ find

Chevrolet is out ahead 
in powerful performance

You can easily tell the difference between engines when you drive_
and the difference is all in Chevrolet’s favor! That’s because 
Chevrolet s great engines deliver/mM horsepower where it counts— 
on the road. What Chevrolet promises, Chevrolet delivers!

Chevrolet is out ahead
in economy

Year offer year more people buy 
Chevrolefs than any other earl

There s new power, new performance and. new economy in both 
1964 Chevrolet engines—the “Blue-Flame 125” in Powerglide 
models and the “Blue-Flame 115” in gearshift models. And they 
bring you the highest compression ratio of any leading low-priced 
car. That s why they can deliver a big gain in power, acceleration 
and all-around performance, along with important gasoline savings I

Your test ear's ready now.., We’ll be glad to have you compare 
the smooth, quiet performance of this new Chevrolet with any 
other car in its field. Come in and put it through any kind of 

proving ground” test you care to, and judge its performance for 
yourself. Your test car’s ready now and we hope you are, too.

AUBREY JOHNSON CHEVROLET, Inc,
Poplar Sireet Aberdeen. N. C.

IS EVERYWHERE
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Belk-Cline of Robbins
FOR LADIES

TOPPERS 
SUITS 
DRESSES 
SKIRTS 
LINGERIE 
HATS 
BAGS 
GLOVES 
SHOES

FOR MEN

SUITS

SLACKS

SHIRTS

HATS

SHOES

SPORT COATS ^ 
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COME IN TODAY

Belk-Cline
ROBBINS, N. C.


