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BATTLE OF BENTONVILLE.
The Last Battle of the War, Between

Gen. Sherman and Gen. Johnston,
March 19, 1R65,

L. P, Tuosmas in Atlanta Journal,

The last battle of the western
army was fought at Bentonsville,
N. (., March 19, 1865, between
General Sherman and General
Joseph E. Johuston, who had
again assumed command of our

army.

On the 18th of April, Sherman
and Johnston agreed to a truce,
and it was as late as May 26th
before Kirby Smith surrendered
out west. Nome skirmishing and
small engagements occeurred be
tween detached troops belonging
to our army and the enemy,
which eould hardly be ealled bat-
tles; therefore Bentonville, N, €.,
is named as the last battle of the
western army, and it is of this
hotly contested fight, between
giants—our two most conspicu-
ous and gallaut officers of the
western army; Sherman on the
federal side and Johnston on the
Confederate side, that 1 want to
apeak, as it brought face to face
for the last time, these two old
war veterans who had so often
met each other before, on the
gory field of battle. These two,
who had marched and counter-

commence—but not a gun waa'
fired, and bravely onward the
lenemy marched in grand style—
‘nearer and nearer they ecame.
| When not over forty or fifty
‘ptwas from us, the o ersuunx-'
wusly awaited was given, and a
gheet of fire blazed out from the
hidden battle line of the Forty.|
second Georgia, that was demor- |
alizing and fatal to the enemy.
They halted, reeled and stog-
gered, while we poured volley
after volley into them, and great
raps were made in their line, as
tm\'e federals fell everywhere—
their colors would rise and fall|
just a few feet from us, and many
a gallant boy in blue is buried
there in those pines, who held
“Old Glory” up for a brief mo-
ment. Their battle line was
driven back in grand style that
{day, and the arms secured from
| the fallen ioe immediately in our
front, equipped an entire regi-
{ment of our North Carolina sol-
‘diers who had inferior guns. The
|enemy, repulsed and foreed to re-
| treat, re-formed their battle line
again, not far away.

While the battlefield was being
cleared of the wounded just in
|front, and our boys were picking
up the guns thrown down by the
enemy, Major General D, H. Hill
and staff rodedown the line from
the center, and seeing what we
had done, complimented us for|

| kille
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mings' brigade, under Colonel
Henderson, and the Eighth Texas
Cavalry distingushed themsel ves.
In the latter General Hardee's
son, o \'e:ﬂ promising youth of
sixteen, fell mortally wounded
when gallantry charging in the
front rank.

Finding during the night that
Schofield had reached Goldsboro
and that Sherman was moving
towards Cox’s bridge and that
all our wounded who could bear

rransportation had been moved, |

we moved to the neighborhood
of Smithfield Station, General

Johnston says further in same|

report: “We took about 15,000
men into action on the 19th—~the

lenemy’s force numbering above

20,000, and alterwards inereased
by 10,000 more.” Then he says
further on that on the 20th and
21st the whole army was before
us, amovnting to nearly 44.000

|—our losses in the three days’

engagements amounted to 224
and 1,470 wounded, and
several hundred missing. The
enemy's loss was fargreater than
ours. General Johnston also
states in conclusion that the mor-
al effect on our army was greatly
improved by our success,

Gieneral C, L. Stephenson in his
report, same volume, page 1095,
in speaking of our gallant Hen.
derson, said: “l forward here-

with the report of Colonel R.J.|
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'know, but he had somehow got- |

ten the information that our

army in Virginia had surrender- - -

ed. His statement wasl disbe- il

lieved, and our general com- 0 1 -

manding ordered  him under ‘?’evenl people have been in our atore recently, and, upom
arrest, He was turned back and | seeing our goods, would say that they did pot know that we
accompanied us on our march t0 | kant 5o and so, that they had gone elsewhere and paid much
Greensboro for nearly a day, but | hi : ; _ .
other reports coming in from di- | igher prices for articles not as nice as ours. Below we give a
ferent. sources seemed to c(_):lﬁrml partial list of what we carry.

it. lle was released early in the
morning with apologies. | BED ROOM Sl IITS

We had many :hmegtmns. ;]mtl! g

among the officers and n.en there | 1 @ = . 2

had been an alarming demorali- | FROM $7.50 TO $35.

zation in all thecommands. Gen- Qur $35 suits are as nice as you can buy in many places for
eral Johnston was a striet dis- T Sty d y

ciplinarian, and knew that some- | forty-five or fifty dollars.

thivg had to be done to put his
army once again in fighting trim. Bureaus from

A courtmartial had been estab-
lished, and some cases of deser- Bed Steads from 150 to 15.00

tion were before it. A youngsol- :

dier, I forget now his command, Rockers from  75c. to $4.50 Window Shades,

was tried for desertion and found
guilty, and unh.-;\_ull to be exe- We Gar‘r‘y a Nice Line of

cuted. General Johnston was
appealed to, but he only said the E 8 s I ENSIO LES
sentence must stand. Nextmorn. | R N TAB 3

ing at 7 o'clock he was to be| i . o g
marched out, and thedetail from | Center Tables, Dining Tables, .Wardruhcs, Irunks, Tin Safes,
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fire! he would payv the penalty.

St. John

induce General Johnston to par-
don, but he stood firm for dis-!m the Royal

marched over the desolate fields | our work, and orders soon fol-| Henderson, commanding Cum-

of Georgia and the Carolinas; lowed to hold ourselves in readi- | mings’ brigade. Of the action of |
a:!i{ g0 often thrown out Bess to move forward. Weknew | the brigade in repulsing, in con- |
what that meant, and then came | junction with a small body of

who h
their brave soldiery in barttle X  ang.
lines confronting each other, were | the “tug of war.” We were to|cavalry, a vastly superior force
now, on the 19th day of l\larL-l'n,,"l*-"'~'l the charge.” The order| of the enemy in a serious flank
1865, to confront each other in | C3ine, and Ll“‘"1“‘?’"“'“1-“" along | movement, the brigade had not
battlearray, fighting for inastery the line of the brigade, conform- heen reported tc me, having been
for the last time. ing to the right, was in splendid | detached for some time. No en-

It is not within the scopeof my | order, and the first line of the|cominm that 1 can passupon the
knowledge, nor 18 it my intention f‘_‘"f"'“'" was soon 1n view; over | conduet of the brigade at this im-
to write fully of the history of which we passed without abattle, portant juncture will be so ex-
this battle, as the official records BWeeping all before us—it was | pregsive a recognition of its gal-
will no doubt give each and all grand to behold—onward we|fant behaviour as the simple
the divisions, brigades and regi. moved tor pethaps hall a mile or | gstatement that it received upon
ments, all the honors gained that |80, carrying everything beforeus. | the field the thanks and compli-

cipline and the exeeution must
proceed. Just as the young sol-
dier was being escorted to t-lw[
ground, one of the general’s aid |
was seen 1unnioyg with lightning |
speed towards them—the execu- |
tion was stayed; the command-
ing general had just received con-
firmation of the report that
General Lee had surrendered, and
the poor fellow was sayetl, llm’!
Army Pllt.‘lllll[tlt'li dund and |
about Greenshoro—our brigade
|at High Point, N. C., where we
istru'kud our arms for the last
time. Sherman and Johnston|
agreed.-un a truce on April 18,

day, but to mention from per-

(At this point, where there were |

ments of General Johnston."”

- wiz.: Stovall’'s and Cummings

sonal observation some of the converging roads, we came to a
Confederate brigades most con- | halt, and were ordered to re-ar-
epicuous in this battle, who coy. range our lines, which were some-
ered thomselves with glory on what scattered by the charge

this fiercely contested battlefield, 1ust made, and here at this point,

: * while laying onour arms resting,
for we were then informed that |
we had done enough that day, 1|
saw the grandest sight I ever
witnessed on the battlefield. |

Hoke's division was put nto

brigades, and part of Hoke's
division.

We were marching along the
main road leading from Smith-
field station toward Bentonville, wa
and had just crossed a small | the charge and bringing up the
stream. Firing could be heard  the center. Resting there on the
in the distance, and the move | pine-covered ground as we were,
ments of couriers and aides rush. | the firing of small arms having |
ing here and there indicated a|ce for a time, with only now
battle on hand. We filed to the|and then the boom of cannon to

ht of the road, and rapidly  remind us that the fight was still
took position in line of battle; ! on, and yet to be decided, it was
Forty-second Gieorgia being | a picture that would be worthy |
on the vight, and constituting of portrayal on eanvass bv some
one-hali of Stovall's brigade, [great artist; the sun wag slowly |
which had uveen marched and|sinking in thewest, and vhe slant-
fought down t¢ gn alarmingly [ing rays were pencirating the
small number, but those who |green forest of small pines. All
were still in line were true and at once the enemy were confront-
tried. Our position was taken ed by Hoke's gallant and dash-
only a short distance from the|ing division as it came sweepmﬁ'
main road, and now we were on over us like a whirlwind, an
the battlefield of lienwnvillo,Ithus they struck the enemy, and
where we were to fight our last | though they battled tiercely till
battle; no time to throw up'mg'ht came on, they were only
breastworks, but the boys availed | partially successful, having pene-
themselves of time to cut down | !rated the federal line and break-
small pine limbs, which to some ing it at only one point. On the

extent hid them from the view of

approaching enemy. The
small pine treesgrowing at inter-
vals apart, gave our men an op-

-])ortunitv to see the appmm;-himi
in

e of battle several hundrec

s from where they were hug-

the ground closely, hid to
some extent by the pinelimbscut
from the nearby trees. It wasa
d sight to see them moving

on us, “Old Glory” floating in

next day we were looking after
the dead and wounded. On the
218t Colonel R. J. Henderson,
the first colopel of the Forty-
[recond Georgia Regiment, mm;e
drigadier Jz:aneml for gallantry
on the field, was ordered to lead
Cummings’ brigade on the left of
our line. In this charge, so high-
ly spoken of by the general com-
manding, the day was won. No
truer man, or more gallant offi.

cer than General Henderson ever
buckled on sword in defense of
the lost cause, and 'tis a pleasure
for me to speak of his gallant
conduet on the field of battle.
Just before his death in this
citf, at the residence of his son-
in-law, Mr. L. J. Hill, I called on
him accompanied by Colonel W,
L. Calhoun. In talking over the
events of the war, he said to us,
“Calhoun, you and Thomas must

the breeze so proudly. Here they
eame, our skirmish line gradu-

giving way and falling back
into oar line of battle.

1 never was more particular
and ecareful in giving officers and
men order to hold their fire. My

had gone up and down my
line repeatedly, instructing the
men and officers to keep down—
hold fire, and await a sign, or

orders; even threatening those A
who should first disobey. 'Tis!keep my army record correct,’”
not st then, that men who |and we promised to do so, and

shook his hand for the last time.
With others we accom
remains toCovington, Ga., short-
ly afterward, where they now
rest.
| This is what the war records
show of this last charge of the
war in the west, made by Colonel
Henderson, Series 1, Volume 47,
1657. In the report of

had fought 21 battles, carried
out my orders to the letter,

The other day an old veteran
walked into my office and asked
for me—I raised up to shake his
hand, for I saw at a glance that

and ag we were grasping
and looking at each other in the

his | field station, the reorganization

a8
~ for the music of

w;rmoomg reme:;l.
of ygone times, he
“Colonel, lg:amember the
order you gave us at Ben-
tonville: ‘Attention, Forty-
o otgers, and whies you e,

my orders, and when you fire,
bgivar t’ﬁe rebel yell!’ Those who

i

EE

gurvive, and were present
mtday.m tell you how well
the order was obeyed.”

d: Our line
J m Mo‘l(?m .B-! misher B,

' clear in front
and the way w the battle to

!ieneral I. E. Johnston to General
R. E. Lee, speaking of our com-
[bined attack on the seventeeth
| corps, hesaid Lieutenant Hardee, |
|dispntched to that point with!
Elae w,{%et%h; fg)nt. with
| Cam eorgia) brigade -
the milmhntry up; whilecaval.
ry direeted by Lieutenant Gen-
eral Hampton and Major General
Wheeler, was thrown upon its
flanks, and by

combined attacks  befo

I wish I could in this article
speak of other brigadesand their
commanders, but thcse who 2re
interested in these war stories,
should refer to volume 47, and
they will find many interesting
I’t!‘mr‘fﬁ of this battle, .

now wish to mention the clos-
ing scenes amd events around |
Bentonsville on March 21st, two
days after the battle. We had
heavy fiving again all along the
line. | was selected as corps offi-
cer of the day and refer to same
volame, page 1091 and 1092,
Major General D. H. Hill's report.
He said: “There was agreat deal
of heavy firing on our left line,
but no attack upon my command
this day. My skirmish line, un-
der Major Thomas, as corps
officer of the day, was advanced
that afternoonin connection with
the skirmnish line of Generals Wal-
thall and Bate, and with small
loss drove the yankeesfrom their
position about Cole’s house. All|
the buildings there were burned
to prevent their further use by |
the yankee sharpshooters,” and
thus we were bringing matters to
the close. That night General
Hill sent out an aide for me to
report to his headquarters, which |
I did. Heand hisstaff weregath. |
ered arou «d a small fire partak-
ing of theirscantsupper, of which
I was invited to partake. Wheth-
er I refused from the apparent
scarcity of the rations, or over-
awed by being in the presence of
an officer so superior in rank, I
do not now remember, but I en-
tered into conversation with the
general and his staff officers, and
was informed that an order was
expected from General Johnston
to move out that night and that
by remaining for ashort time the
order would arrive, and that was |
true. My skirmish line covering
the entire corps was dually
retired and by 2 o’clock that
morning we had crossed Han-
nah's creek on our march to
Smithfield station. This per-
haps was the last skirmish line
formed on this battlefield, or any
other, between the forces of Sher-
man and Johnston, and soon
thereafter, when we found our-
selves encam around Smith-

and consolidation of regiments
and divisions of the army took

| 1865, and all was over, our pay
|roils were furnished us, and our|of the Osborne are too numerous to mention. They are evident to

army paid from the specie saved.
It was run out from Richmond |
under guard, and was through
the quartermaster of our regi-
ments paid out to us, each re-|
ceiving a Mexican silver dollar—l
officers and men sharing alike. |
I still have my silver dollar and
prize it as one of the most valued
relies of the war.

After having our arms stacked
out in the old field in front of us,
which we turned over to the|
soldiers of Uncle Sam. 1 began
to look around for transporta-
tion, 8o as to aid my men to get
home once more, if homes they
were fortunate enough to have.
With one wagon and the old reg-
imental ambulance, we moved
out and in a short time we com-
menced scattering in different
directions; some towards Augus-
ta, and others crossing the river
above, and some towards Wash-
ington, Ga. Before my separa-
tion with the noble men of the
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Forty-second Georgia, and after
calling on the sick and disabled, |
some of whom had been located |
near Greensboro, I made the best |
arrangements for their comfort
possible; in some instances leav-

|BMITIII"IELD. N.C

—FOR SALE BY—
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.
—_—

|ing nurses with them, and pass- H( ’ Iq A :
ingumongstthemshakinghz[mds, S P E L RGED'
and saying something encour- | 1

|aging to all. My last visit was| I have recently repaired and enlarged my shop and added many
'to my old friend, Moses Martin, | things to my stock. I dvalin §

i hﬁgltjs%?‘“ﬁdmrﬁl:%u?r? e Dressed Lumber and Mouldings

charge at Bentonville, and now . y ]'-”R HOUSE “U]"“]N“'-

he was winus one leg, which was Turmmlz and Scroll Work done to order. Building Material, such as
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|Gwinnett honored so long, and

place
Soon after the consolidation of |
all the commands took place|
General Johnston had a review of |
the army and once more we be- |
gan to look like soldiers. [ re-
member how he looked as-he sar
on his war horse, He seemed
from that piercing look to give
each soldier as he passed a most
scrutinizing look. A few days
thereafter we were moving toward
Greensboro, and on that marceh
some interesting evects took
E:a.ce. Lee had surrendered be.
re we reached this point, but
we did not know it, Bko” days
Te Gireensboro, | w
met an old Confederate veuran?

this co was promptly driven
back. 'Ethh sggng?:ent Cum-

he eame from we did not

he filled the position ¢f doorkeep-
er for the Legislature many times.
Well, there was “Mose’ stretched
out on his cot; he knew I was to
leave him, and when telling him
goodbye he looked mein the face,
and with a faint smile, and yet
with tears in his eyes he said:
“Colonel, if I ever get howme, and
should have a * Y baby," I will
name him for you,” and stra:
a8 it may seem, there is a nice
Young man now living in old
Gwinnett, Martin's old home,
named “Lovick Thomas Martin,”
I had two horses, and compli-
mented my Major, J.J. McClen-
don, by giving him one of them,
and my bay, a fine, splendid ani-
mal, | mounted and departed,
sad alone for) my home, and—
my tale 18 told.
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