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HE two weeks following Bever-
Iy Calboun's advent
royal  honsebhold  were  filed
with Joy and waonder for ber

Dinlly she sent glowing letters to her
futher, motlier and Lrothers In Wash
ington, elabaratin stiy  upon  the
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Aupui=h the palnter beenme Angulsh
the strategist wad soldler He planned
with Larry anil o mindstry, advane
ing some of the wost Lonreorained goeaoj
ofls that ever encoiraged Jseussion in

4 solequn concluve, The stald, cunglons
twinlsters looked apon him with won-
der, tmt so plausible did e moake his
proposals  appeir that  they  woere
forvedd 10 consider them seriously, The
old Connt of Marlius bield him in great
Aisdain amd did not hesitate W expose
Lis contempt.  This did not disturb
Anguish in the least, for he was ns
wptimistic as the suushine.  His plan
for the recapture of Gabelel was ridie
ulously improbable, bat it was after-
ward seen thit Liad it been attempted
Aanuch distress aml delay might actually
dinve Deen avoldmd

Yetlve and Beverly, with Dagmar
and the buby, wade merry while the
men were o conncll Thelr moruings
were spent o the shady park sur-
rounding the castle, thelr afternoons In
driving, riding and walking. Often
times the princess wus barred from
these shmple pleasares by the exigen-
cles of ber position. She was obliged
to grant audiences, observe certain cos-
toms of state, attend to the charities
that ecame directly uuder her supervi-
slon and confer with the nobles on af-
fairs of weight and importance. Bev.
erly delighted in the throne room and
the undergronnd passnges.  They sig-
nified wore to her than all the rest
Bhe was shown the room in which Lor-
wy had foiled the Viennese who once
tried to abduct Yetive. The dungeon
where Gabriel spent his first days of
confinement, the tower in which Lorry
hiad been held a prisoner and the meon-
astery In the clouds were all places of
unusual lnterest to ber.

Some of the people of the clty began
to recognize the fair Americnn girl who
wihg o guest in the castle, and a certaln
amount of homage was paid to her.
When she rode or drove in the streets,
with bher attendant soldiers, the people
bowed as deeply nnd as respectfully
-a8 they did to the princess herself, and
‘Beverly wae just as grand and gra-

~wclous us If she bad been born with a
“woepter in her hand.
The soft moonlight nights charmed
U her with a sense of rapture never
known before, With the castle bril-
llantly Hluminated, the halls and draw-
- ing rooms filled with gay courtiers, the
Vharplsts at thelr posts, the military
iband playing in the parade ground, the
balconies and porches offering thelr
most inviting ullurements, it s no won-
der that Beverly was eontranced.  War
had wo terrors for her. If she thought
of It at all it was with the fear that it
might disturb the dream into which she
bad fallen. True, there was little or
nothing to distress the wost timid In
these first days. The controversy be-
tween the principalities was at a stand-
| still, although there was not an bhour in
which prepuarations for the worst were
neglected. To Beverly Calhoun it
meant little when sentiment was laid
aside. To Yetive and bher people this
probable war with Dawsbergen meant
everything.

Dangloss, golng back and forth be-
tween Edelwelss and the frontier north
of Ganlook, where the best of the police
and secret service watched with the
sleepless eyes of the Iynx, brought un.
settling news to the ministry. Axphain
troops were engaged in the annual
mencuvers just across the border in
thelr own  tereitory.  Usually  these
wwepe beld in the plains near the capl
tal, nod there was a sinlster signifl
wance in the fuct that this year they
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| were twing enrried on o the rough

mthern extremity of the principality,
} HWidn o doy's march of the Graustark
|t fully two months earlier
usual, The doughty baron
e foot, horse awd artillery were en
gngod in the dreills, amd that fally SO0

taot wore mdissed in the south of Ax

phatn. The fortifieations of Ganlook,
Labbaot atd other  towwns Ia tortboerr
| trrnustark were strengthened with al
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' it Aot eotire 10 tLIS city
i M reguestisd we to thank you o lis
belutlt and to tell you that he wil
never forget wiiit you hnve dine for
T
“And e refuses to ocome to EBEdel

weiss ™ jreltably demondid Beverly

“Yes, your highiness, Yo see, he stil)
regards himsell with disfavor, being ¢
fugitive. It is hardly fule to Blame hin
for respecting the security of  th
i:iliH "

“I hopesd that T omight induce him to
give up his old Hfe nml engnge In some

thilng perfectly honcest, althongh, aind
you, Baron Dangloss, T do n:t cues
tion s iotegrity in the Jea.t. He

§

He dropped to his knee.

fhould bave a chance to prove himself
worthy, that's all,
titioned Count Marlanx to give him a
place in the castle guamd.”

“My dedr Miss Calioun, the princess
has"— began the captain.

“Her highness bas sanctioned the re-
quest,” interrapted she.

“And the count hns promised to dis.
cover n vacaney,” sald Dagmar, with a
smile that the barom understood per-
foctly well

““T'his is the first time on record that
old Marlanx hns ever done anything to
oblige 0 soul save himself, It is won
derful, Miss Calbounn.,  What spell do
you Amerieans cagt over rock and met-
al that they become as sand in your
flugers?' said the baromn, admiration
and wonder in his eyes,

“You dear old fatterer!™ eried Bover-
Iy so warmly that he canght his breath

“1 believe that you can conquer even
thut stuliborn fellow in Ganlook,” he
sald, fumbling with his glasses, “He
I8 the most obstinate being 1 know,
and yet i ten minutes you could bring
him to terms, | am sure, He could not
resist you”

“He still thinks I am the princess™

“He does and swears by you"

“Then my mind is made up. I'll go
to Ganlook and bring him back with
me, willy nilly. He i3 too good a man
to be lost in the hills. Goodby, Baron
Dangloss! Thank you ever and ever
80 much.  Oh, yos; will you write an
order delivering him over to me? The
hospital people may bhe—er--disoblig-
ing, you know."

“It shall be iIn your highness' hands
this evening.”

The next morning, with Colonel Quin-
nox and a small escort, Beverly Cal-
houn set off in one of the royal coaches
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ror Ganlook, aceompanied by falthral | hour she devoted Ler whole bBeart and

Aunt Fauny She carried the opder

soul to the tusk of overcoming ‘his

from Baron Dangloss ond a letter from | prejudices, fears and objections, mset-

Yatlve
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to the Cour
lospitallty
porthern town I.
honsehiol!  putoresd
project, amd =he

Rudlowite o
overnight in the
ey and the roya!
merrily  Int Tyeer
went awoay with the

1liess

Inz his protestations Armly and logle-

ally, uneouscious of the rfact that her
very enthusinsm was betraying her to
hin The first slgns of weakening in

spired her ufresh and ot lest she was

golspeds of all. The Tron Count him- | riding over Lim reolichshod, 4 bhappy
self rode heslde Lor conch to the efty | victor. She mnde promises that Yetive
| gites, un unheard of condescension, herself could not have made; she offer
“Now, soi'll Le 2ure 1o fud o ol ed Inducsments that gever conld be
ploee for Llm in the ensfle goaed, won't | carried out, zltbough Ia her zeal sle
you, Count Murlubx® she sald at the | (2l rot know it to be so; she painted
partaag, ler bopes ns {rosh ns the daisy | *ncli pletures of ease, comfort and
In the dew, Ler eoutidence en”,;-..m,.. pleasure that he wonderad why royal

The conur pronilsed Mlthfully. even

eagerly.  Colone! Ouinnox. tralned gy«
e was In the diglomuey of sllen
could scareely copceanl Bis  astoulsh

gient ot the congquest of the hard old
wirrlor

Although the afternoon was well

ty did not exchance places with Its
servants. 1o the ond, overcome by the
spirit of adveature and n desire to he
e bier, e aoreed to enter the seryice
s, ut the expiration

for six mout! of

which thne e was to be released Crom

all ovligations If Le w0 desired.

Lelplessuess of one whose hope is blast- {
od at Lirth

The uote which had been surreptl |
tlously passed to Lim in Ganlook lay
crumpled and fargotten jpslde his coat |
pocket., where he hod droppesd It the
noment it Lad into his
sion, supposicg that the wessage con
tulned Information which had been for
gotten by Pranz and was by po means
of a nature to demand immedate at-
tention.  Hod fe read It at once his
susplcious wonlil have been coufirmed
atnd It 18 barely possible thut be would
Lave rofused to enter the eity,

Late in the afternoon the walls of
Edelwelss were sizlted. For the first
thee he laoked upon the distant house.
tops of the principal eity of Graustark.
U'p in the clowds, on the snmmit of the
nountain peak overlooking the city,
stooml the famed monestery of St. Val-
entine.  Stretehing up the gradual In- |
cline were the homes of eitizens, aecess-

cotie [rossis-

[ thle ouly by footpaths aund donkey

speut Lefore Peverly renclind Ganlook. “But my friends in the pass, your
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Hills, e Lostensd Anto her presence had expected. Strange news had come
[ to the ears of the falthful old follower,
when the smomons eame for him to and he Lung about Gaulook unti!

Juseond i i||'l|'|.;w-.i to his knee and
Kissedd Ler haed, deteorminesd to play
the game notwithstanding his donbts,
As he arose she gluveed for o ditting
gecond into bils dark eyes, and her own
long lashes droogsd,

“Your highness!™ he said gratefully

“How well aml strong you ook she
sald hurriedly.  “Some of the fan i3

gone, but you look as though you had
uever been (L Are you quite recov-
ered >

Yy say Loam as good as new,” he
stpilingly answersl, A trifle weak
and unvertain o my lower extremities,
but & few duys of exerclse in the moun-
talns will overcome all that, Is all well
with you and Gravstark? They will
give me uo news here, by whose order
1 do not know,”

“Turn about is fair play, sir. It is s
well pstublished fact that you will give
them uo news.  Yes, all is well with
we and mine, Were you beginning to
think that I had deserted you? It has
been two weeks, haso't it

“Ah, your highness, [ realize that you
have had much more important things
to do than to think of poor Baldos. 1
am exeeedingly grateful for this sign
of interest in my welfare. Your visit is
the brightest experience of my lfe”

“Be seated!” she eried  suddenly.
“You are too ill to stand.”

“Were 1 dying 1 should refuse to bhe
sentinl while your highness stands,'
sidd he simply. His shonlders seemed
to square themselves involuntarily, and
his left hand twitched as though ac-
customsd to the habit of touching a
sword hilt.  Beverly sat down instaut-
Iy. With his usual evasy grace he took
4 chair near by, They were alone in
the antechamber,

“Even thongh you were on your last
legs ¥ she murmared, and then wonder-
ol how she could have uttered any-
thing so Inane. Somehow she wus be-
gluning to fear that he was not the or-
| dinary person she had judged him to

be.  “You are to be dischurged from
| the hosgpital tomorrow,” she added
[ hastily.

i “Tomorrow 7’ he cried, his eyes light-
ing with joy. “I may go then?"'

“1 have decided to take you to Edel-
weiss with me,” she sald, very much as
It that were all there was to it. He
stured at her for a full minute as
though doubting his ears.

“No!" he said at last, his jaws set-
tling, his eyes glistening. It was a
terrible setback for Beverly's confl-
dence, “Your highness forgets that 1
have your promise of absolute free-
dom "

“But you are to be free,” she protest-
ol “You have nothing to fear. It is
not compulsory, you know. You don't
| have to @o unless you really: want to.
| But my heart is set on baving you la—
In the castle guard.” His bitter, mock-
ing lnugh surprised and wonnded ber,
which be was quick to see, for his
contrition was lmmediate,

“Pardon. your highness, I am a
rude, ungrateful wreteb. and I deserve
punishment Instead of reward. The
proposal wns so astounding that 1 for-
got myself completely,” be sald

Whereupon, catehing him in this con-
trite mood, shie begdfo a determined as-
sault apaivst Lis resolution, Far_an

morning vager to cateh the ear
of bis legcder bofore it was too late.
The voncl was deawn up o front of
the hospital at 8 o'clock, HBeverly tri
nmpliant L commmuwl. Ballos enme
down the steps slowly, carcfully, fa-
voring the newly healed Hgawments in
his legs. She smiled cheerily at him,

Cie,

and e swung his raklsh bat low,
There was no sign of the black pateh.
Suddenly he started and peered in-
tently into the little koot of people
near the eonch. A look' of nuxlety
crtossed his face. From the crowd ad-
vineedl a  grizzled old beggar, who
boldly  exteuded  his  hand. Baldos
gritsped the proffered hand and then
stoppedd Into the coach. No one saw the
bit of white paper that passed from
Frang's palm into the possession of
Baldos. Then the coach was off for
Edelwelss, the people of Ganlook en-
Joying the unusual spectacle of a mys-
terions and apparently undistinguished

strauger sitting in luxurious ease be- |
side & fair Indy in the royal coach of

CHAPTER XII.

Lirnustark.

T was a drowsy day, and, be-
sldes, Baldos was not in a
communicative frame of mind.

Beverly put forth her best ef-
forts during the forenoon, but after
the bagket luncheon had been disposed
of in the shade nt the roadside she was
content to give up the struggle and sur-
render to the soothing lmportunities
of the coach as it bowled along. She
dozed peacefully, conscious to the last
that he wis 0 most ungracious creature
and more worthy of resentment than
of benefaction. Baldos was not inten-
tlionally disagreeable; he was morose
and nubuppy becanse he could not help
it. Was be not leaving his friends to
wander alone in the wilderness while
he drifted weakly Into the comforts
and plessures of an enviable servies?
His heart was not in full sympathy
with the present turn of affalrs, and
he could not deny that a selfish motive
waa responsible for his action. He had
the all too human eagerness to serve
beauty; the blood and fire of youth
were strong in this wayward noble-
man of the hills,

Lying back in the seat, he peusively

‘studied the face of the sleeping girl

whose dark brown head was plllowed
agninst the cormer cushions of the
conch. Her hat had been removed for
the sake of comfort. The dark lashes
fell ke a soft curtaln over ber eyes,
obscuring the merry gray that had
overcome his apprebhensions. Her
breathlog was deep and regular and
peaceful. One littla gloved hand rest
ed carelessly in her lap, the other upon
her breast near the delicate throat.
The heart of Bualdos was troubled.
The picture he looked upon was en-
trancing, uplifting; he rose from the
lowly stute in which she had found
him to the position of adwmirer in se-
cret to n princess, real or assumed, e
found himself agaln wondering if she
were really Yetive, and with that fear
in bis heart Be was envying Groufull
Lorey, the lord and master of thls ex-
anisite crenture, envving with all the

from Gaunlook, Agnin he recalled the
fervent throbs his guilty beart bhad
felt a8 be looked upon this falr crea.
ture, ut one time the supposed treasure
of another man, Now she was Miss
Calboun, and her gray eyes, hor e
truncing smile, her wondrous vivacity,
were uot for one man alone. It was
warvelous what a change this sudden
realization wronght in the view abead
of hine. The whole situation seemed to
be transtormed into something wore
desivable thnan ever before, [lis face
cleared, hils spirits leaped higher and
bigher with the buoyaucy of fresh re
ligf. his confidence In himself erept
back intb existence. And all becngse
the falr decetver, the siim girl with the
brave gruy eyes who bad drawn bim
lnto o net wus tot g prineess]
Something told hiny that she had oot
drawn Bim into his present position
with nny desire to njure bim or with
the slizhtest sepse of malice. To ber it
Lind been nomerry Jest, a plaasant com-

roads. Boverly was pwnke aud fmpa- | edy.  Und ithe all e saw the good
tient to veach the journey's end, He | ness of her motive o taking him ft‘.)".'._'l
had proved a most disappointing com- | the ol lite wl puttiog i l..lh' o
panion, polite, bat with a batfing in- | preseat position of  frust Hio. tind
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bl There wis 5 ot expression of de. L to the lmit of her power
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rIy s e Caithrul A mny | ae afie of old Frat varnlye
Hig custle, w the | prer Pranz was wistaken Fatd
f T farewell to her uew 3 N iioRt wkilltnl” &
untll the followiug anorning, wh m s 4
s o appeear before ber tor persor that th
struetions.  Colonel'Q@ulunox escort . Troe (e
Bt to the barricks of the gunrd, where fo i vie hla
Wiis to shar room with young | was  eontenting
nn, o corporal in the sopvive thought that morn
whidl, nntamed Weman from | pive L olenrer
cire without o word, 1 see™ | tion
sl Lorry. who bnd watehsd the ap Both he and Beverly Callioun were
procely,  He and Yetive stosd o the wirtint of the trie """.lnll.f‘iw.!* that at-
window overfooking the grounds from | taohel themselves to the new reerait.
the princess' bondoir, Beverly had just | Baron Dangloss slone knew that Had-
entersd and  thrown hersell upon a | dan was a trusted agent of the secret
divin. gorviee, with instructions to shudow
“Yes: he's here,” she sail shortly. the neweomer day and nlchit.  That
“How long do you, with all your| there was na mystery surroniding the
cleverness, expect to hoodwink bim | character of Baldos, the gont hunter,

into the bellef that you are the prin-
cesst™ asked Yetive, amused, but aus-
fons,

“He's a ogreat fool for being hood.
winked at all” sald Beverly, very
much at odds with her protess. “ln
an hour from now he will kuow the
truth and will be howling like 8 mad-
mau for his freedom.”

]

“Not so soon as that, Reverly,” gaid |
Lorry consolingly, *“The guards and
officers have their instructions to keep |
aim o the dark as loug as possible

“Well, I'm tired snd mad and han-|
gry and everything else that isu't cou- |
patible.  Let's talk about the war”
said Beverly, the sunshine n her face
womentarily  eclipsed by the dark
vlowd of disappointment,

Baldos was unotified that duty wonld |
be assigned to him in the worning. |
He went through the formalities which |
bound him to the service for =six|
months, listening indifferently to the|
words that foretold the fate of a|
traitor. It was not until his new uni-|
form and equipment came into his
possession that he remembered the
aote resting in his pocket. He drew it
out and began to read it with the
slight interest of one who has antlei-
pated the effect. But not for long was
be to remain dpathetic. The first few
lines brought a look of understanding
to his eyes; then he laughed the easy
langh of one who has cast eare and
confidence to the winds, This is what
be read:

She Is not the princess. We have been |
duped. Last night 1 learnsd the truth.
She W Miss Calhoun, an American, Rolng
to b & guest at the castle. Refuse to gc}
with her Into Edelwelss. It may be a trap |
and may mean death, Question her bold- |
Iy before committing yourself.

There came the natural impulse to
make a dash for the outside world,
fghting his way through If necessary.
Looking back over the ground, he won-
dered how be could have been deceived
at all by the unconventlonal American,
In the clear light of retrospection he
now saw bow lmpossible it was for
her to have been the princess. Every
act, every word, every look, should
have told him the truth, Every flaw
in ber masquerading now presented it-
self to him, and he was compelled to
laugh at Lis own simplicity, Caution,
after all, was the largest com nt
part of his makeup. The craftineds of
the bunted was deeply rooted In his
being. He saw a very serious side to
the adveuture. Stretching himself npon
the cot in the corner of the room, he
gave himself over to plotting, plan-
ning, thinking,

In the midst of his thoughts a sud-
den light burst In upon him. His eyes
gleamed with a new fire, his heart
leaped with new animation, his blood
ran warm agaln. Leaping to his feet,
he ran to the window to reread the
note from old Franz. Then lLe settled |
back and laughed with a fervor that
cleared the Lrain of a thousand vague
misgivings.

“She is Miss Calboun, an American,
golug to be a guest at the eastle;” pot
the princess, but Miss Calboun. Ouce
more the memory of the clear gray
eyes leaped into life, Agaln he saw
ler asleen in the cosch on the road

Dangloss dld not question for an in-
stant, and In spite of the instructions
recelved at the outset e was using
all his skili to unravel it

Baldos was not summoned to the ens-
tle till noon.  His serene indifference to
the outcome of the visit was caleulat-
ed to decelve the friendly bt watchifal
Haddan., Dressed ecarefully in the

close ftting uniform of the royal gunra,
taller than most of his fellows, hand-
somer by far than any, he was the
most noticeable figure in nod about the
barrncks. Haddan coached him in the
way he was to approach the princess,
Baldos listening with exaggerated in-
tentness and with deep regard for de-
tall.

Beyerly was in the small audience
room off the main reception hall when

| he was ushered into ber presence, The

servants and ladies in waiting disap-
penred at a sigoal from her, She arose
to greet him, and he knelt to kiss her
haud, For a moment her tongue was
bound. The keen eyes of the new
guard had looked into hers with a di-
rectness that seemed to penetrate heg
brain, That this scene was to be one
of the most interesting in the little
comedy was proved by the fact that
two eager young women were hidden
behind a heavy curtaln In a corner of
the room. The Princess Yetive and
the Countess Dagmar were there to en-
Joy Beverly's first hour of authority,
and she was aware of their presence.

“Have they told you that yon are to
act a8 my especial guard aod escort?
she asked, with a queer Autter In ber
volee,  Somehow this tall fellow with
the broad shoulilers was not the same
as the ragged goat hunter she had
known at first,

“Nn, your highness,” he sald easily.
“1 have come for instructions. [t
pleases me togknow that I aw to have
4 place of homor and trust such as
this.*

“Geweral Marlanx has told me that
a vacaney exists, and I have selected
you to fill it. The compensation will
be uttended to by the proper persona,
and your duties will be explained to
you by one of the officers. This after-
noon, 1 believe, you are to accompany
me on my visit to the fortress, which I
am to Inspect.”

“Very well, your highness,” he re-
spectfully sald. He was thinking of
Miss Calhoun, an American girl, al-
though he called ber “your highness.”
“*May I be permitted to ask for in-

structione that can come only from

your highnese ™

“Certainly,” sbe replled. His man-
ner was more deferential than she had
ever known It to be, but he threw a
bomb Inte her fine composure with his
next remark. He addressed her In the
Graustark language:

“Is it your desire that I shall contin-
ue to address you in English 7"

Beverly's face turned a bit red, and
her eyes wavered, By a wonderful ef.
fort she retained her self control, stam-
mering ever so faintly whben she said
In Euglish:

“I wish you would speak English”
unwittingly giving answer to Lle ques.
tion.  “I shall Insist upon that. Your
English s too good to be spollec "

Then he made a bold test, | s first



