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CHILD LABOR LAWS

SHALL THEY Be

REGULATED By g

The FEDERAL Or STATE

AUTHO

Gﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂnﬂaiﬁf'uaﬂﬂﬂﬂnnl ing to_the factories nud to decay, the {, advocate or de’end chid

Monday evenlug, March 28, 1810,
the
at Bonson by representutives of the
and Ken'y Publle
schonls: “Resolved, That the F '1""'.
al Government should prohiblt 1!-..1v|
dren under fourteen years of age
from working in fastories.”
firmative wes represented by Messrs,
fzra Parker and R. E. Parker,
Benson. The negative was upl'.--lrl'I
by Messrs, Grover Woodard nml.
Wade Prannan, of Kenly. By re-
quest we are publishing the Iip!'n('h-l
es of these young men, Two fol-
low:

following question was debated

Bonson

Remarks by Ezra Parker on a Na-
tional Child Labor Law. (Aff,) -

| are

1 am glad to have an m:porlunlt:‘]
fo-pight to call the attention of the
people of this community and county

R B SN

question. We hear the assertion of
‘the superlority of the white raze made

‘time and time again, that the white

race will never yield to the Dblack
race, yet the childréli who are at
work In the southern cotton mills are

lfrom the white working class of the

e s A

L B e Ae Safa gy

ciare to you that there is no way in
which we can show our appreciation
better than Ly, at the pressct time,
passing a natlonal child later law.

Sfpeech of E'ra Parker de lvered
March 28, 1950,

Grover WooZard Definds the Negative

|south and this terrible  situation
Istares the south in the face, that s, Chairman, Ladies, Gentlemen
whereas the childrem of the white

RITIES
1

ure not belngdeveloped, the cotton

mills nre
cvording to to

tunl
investigatlors,

the o

sworn to by personal

HIBh | ihese children (nstead of belng devel-|to human facts like these,
are belug rulned by |1...[|H;n-!‘._! we wonder at the creation of a class | . cherked, an evil which must be
We!ln this country which when we con- p.o i We

ol
Will we subanit to this longer?
Lt us rise up as did

must not, cur

The al- gorefuthers in the days of old, not to One of us tremble. It
for- wring the heart and make the blood yv e affirmative something of

rosist the unjust laws of some
sacred dutyto demand a law

in the factories in our country,

Our opponents may tell you that thls
question Involves state's rights
Is a matter to be left for each state
to deal with for itself, however I
think you will be convinced

will wipe out forever child slm'..-ry’

forty-five states in the Unlon
that have state child labor laws, and
at the same thme there are over 60,
000 children under age working in

o what I deem to be one of the Er“‘l!hc factories of our country, It has
vest conditions that confronts lhln'h‘.,.“ said, and not without SO
Republic of ours. And while I am peuning, that a  majority of the
speaking on the affirmative slde  of gi410 laws under the existing clr-
this question, what affords me still cymgtances, so far as remedylng the
groater pleasure is to know that I .y of child labor is concerned, are
am speaking for, and not against, the ;.1 worth the paper that they are
cause of suffering humanity. T re-'wijtten upon.

fer, ladies and gentlemen, to the con-| Jere In our own sister state  of

ditions of the employment of child
labor in the factories of our country,
and I mean to call your attention
to preclsely what it means not only to
the future of the children, but to rlu.-i
future of our nation as well, First 1
fuvite your attention to the conditions
that exist in  some of the Nnrlhn-ru1
States. For of
Pennsylvanin, going
through the
pavs that although they
law in Pennsylvania prohibiting chil

the state
Gray in
of that
have

example
Jude
factories

stale,

A state

dren from working in factorles lh
saw hundreds that were under four
teen years of age working In the fac
tories of that state One partienlar
wuse that exclted his sympathy was o
department in which there were sev-
wral very small children  employed

wleaning bobbins at 3 cents an hour.

One Witle girl nine years old, with
whom he talked, told him that she
went to work at half past six at
wight, worked through the dark and
tonely hours of the night, til half
past slx in the morning. It took her

nearly one hour to get from her home
and the roand led across flelds that
were exposed to the violent storms
that sweep down the valley.

It was when this child had finlsh-
ed ler story that that big hearted
man exclaimed with much feeling,
“Here we actually find the flesh and
blood of little children colned into
money."

In the state of Maryland thero are
10,000 children under fourteen years
of age working in the factories of
that state, Malne has 2,000 under
age working in the cotton and wool-

en mills of that state. Day In  and
day out the perpetual click of tle
rattling looms, the whirr of the

belts, the crunch and rumble of the
turning wheels make their home a
denfening din. Here we find chil-
dren deprived of the opportunity to
£0 to school, growing up in ignorance.’
"They know not how to read and
write although they have spent their
last days in Our opponents
may tell you that a majority of these
<hildren
north nre

school,

forcigners, however that

shoull not decrease our sympathy; be grrirmative have no objectlon to a
cause the children of forelgners, I state having a law If they want it
dhey have a chance, often make aui-:; ut & state law within itsell, a8 we
mirable citizens, cspecially in a TeW hgve already proven, is not sufficient
generations if  their souls are nobtiThe ovil is something which in  its
«crmshed and their minds are not phroader aspect the states cannol

working in the miflls of the g p.

Georgin there are 83,000 children un-
der age working In the factories of
that state, yes murdered every year
by hundreds regardless of the law, Al
that is necessary to prove that the
stntes cannot remedy the evil §s their

belng developed Instend. Ac-|

l--h!iuum_\"

|
and

other- ! truth of it s the south is face
wise when you remember that there face with the situation of our white 5. o0

|working people of the south are go-

negro chilren are going to school an
development.

Ladies aud gentlemen if are
o glve gerious atnetion
Can

we
nol BOHne

how

makes
Is enough

tomplate fis existence every

1o

we are permitting & system to go on
which Is steadily weakening the white
race for the future and steadlily
strengthening the black. It is not
in the power of any man to keep “‘su-
perlor,” by asserting superlority. The
to

children in the mills and our Wlack
children In the schools.

Rev., A, J. McKelway, of North
Carolina, In visiting the mills In the
south sald that he saw this very for-

and Honporable Judges:

We negative do nol propose
lator
In factories, We shall not clalm that
it does not exlst We shall not elalm
that it is Lenellcial to the children
as 1o soclety. We know It exists, we
which must

of the

denounce It as a curse,
advocate sworg leg-
Eut, sirs, what

You are told
the

islation to correct’ i,
Is effectlve leglsaltion?

of sign country, but to discharge a more | boll in the veins of every true 8oU- yonaitions and how the federal gov-
that | thern man to think that day by da¥ ornment might correct it

Lt us
notice also state legislation protective
alke to the chidren and indu try.
Should we Judge from the argument
of the affirmative we would get the
idea that the states are not remedyin
the evil and are almost poweriess to
cope with it, Nor do we clalm that
laws are perfect, Nothing
of human creatfon is. DBut, sirs, by
giving abstracts from the state laws
and naming the states having such
laws, we sha'l show that the states
are fighting the evil, and fighting it

cibly Wlustrated where the opera- ., . hag05 the federal government
tives of a mill were coming out of .- o attempt. What we shall
the mill for thelr midday meal. At ..o ¢ guch laws §s based on the

the same time he saw a large number
of negro children coming out of a
negro school near by for recess, The
contrast was noticeable In the partic-
ular that the negro children were
playing and snow-balling each other
on thelr way home, while  the white

record, Again, If our state passes
good laws and enforces them and
another state does not enforce its
lnws the business men of the former
state nre at o business disadvantage |
with the business man of the latter,|
The Lusiness man in the state  that
hns the good laws sufers from  the
vory righteousness of thnt state's lnw
while the business man in the state
that has the bad law profits by the
viry wlekedness of that State's law.
The manufacturer In the stat in
which the Iaw s enforced can no
longer employ cheap labor, he can
no longer make children into  gold,
still it can be done by every other
mapufacturer in the state In which

laws are not enforced. Further-
what good does it do so far as
stopping the evil Is concerned, for a
to enforce its when  in-
stead of stopping the evil you only
make it pogible for the mill men from
other states 1o come Into your state
and gather the children together and
ship them out by train loads because
they will work so cheaply.

State laws not only fall to decrease
the evil but at the time they
decrease the wages of the cmployees
of our state at the expenses of the
manufacturers of another., State laws
cannot decrease evil unless they were
all alilke and enforced alike. They
only cause children to be moved from
state to state. A national law would
stop all such evils as these because
4 person would be subject to the
same prosecution under the law in
our state that we would In another.

the
more

state laws,

BEntue

All will agree that it is common
sense as well as Americanism that
evory business man under the flag
ought to have the same rvights and

business opportunities so far as the
lnw can glve them to him. You will
with equal readiness admit that there
no two states thal will make and
thelr We of the

fOrey laws alike,

stunted; in fact all of us er our zllv'lr-*n"h because it is not only cltizens
cestore were foreigners, and while 1]of (he state that are belng ruined but
am an advocate of the holding hiuhl'-ilizm.s of the Republic as well, It

i

of the high standard of the Anslwsax-‘ss not only Georgia children that are

-on Race. 1 have no patience with
the marrow view that a few of us
smonopolize all the real and original
‘vmnanity of the world, and should
troal strangers as beasts.

fsut now, ladles and gentlemen, ev-
«n if this was an acceptable reason
for working them in the mills of the
worth, (however it is not.) We come
now to a section of the country
where you can offer the forelgner as
a sacrifice no longer, where the evil
is the greatest and most shameful,
and where it is practiced upon the
purest American strain that still
wxists in this country,—the children
3n the cotton mills throughout this
%raad old south land of ours. The evil
is practiced upon the children  of
these states who are the unadulterat-
ed, unmixed, the pure Scotch-Irish,
whose fathers fought at Gullford
Conrt House and Cowpens and follow-
ed Marion to victory. Their  blood
has never been adulterated from that
day to this. Every soclological in-
vestigator testifies that our Sou-
thera children of this origin are cap-
able of indefinite, development. But
after all the sad, sad story is they

being murdered but it is American
children as well. It is not confined
to Pennsylvania, Georgia, and North
Carolina alone; It exists all over the
Republic, It is a national evil and
to fight it successfully we must have
a national remedy.

Agaln the physical, mental, and
moral effects of these long hours of
toll and confinement on the children
are indescribably sad, however I will
not discuss that but leave it for my
colleague, But there Is a question
that 1 will discuss which seems to
me alone is sufficient to convince any
true, patriotic North Carolinian that

we need a national child labor law
well enforced. This question Is a
very serious one indeed—the race

Every family and especially those
who reside in the country should be
provided at all times with a bottle of
Chamberlain’s Liniment. There is
no telling when it may be wanted in
case of an accident or emergency, It
is most excellent in all cases of rheu-
matism, sprains and bruises, Sold

Hand book of Child Labor Legislation,
compiled by Joseph C. Goldsmith, Na-
tional Consumers League, New York
Clry, It will deal with statistics,
it might be a bit boring.

The first thing of importance in
child lahor legislation is an age Hmit

hence

children were hurrylng along with 00 vovies from 12 to 18 vears
anxious faces to llu-lr_ |lllfl'li 80 88 . . king a general average of about
to return to the mill in time, 14 vears. Jowa., Ind.. Ky Mieh
Friends there I8 one way and only ~ \ Ohio. Wis ('Ull'll. Mass
one way to solve the race question s " swov 4 R. 1. Wash.. W
In the south to-day, that Is to take Vi .\I'l' Col.. Del .K‘;“ La.. Me
3 : " ! i K.y : .. o M., e,
our white children out of the mills Mis W, ol ) it LAY Mo & D
while they are bright, voung and can Utah and Wvo ]”-..,],lllhl et I.;.“ |“..H1.
r.rnlllii[-. hend easily and put in school 6t childvin 1h - DRetEres Beton i
instead of the negroes k. .
| Vi s of age.
Again, Honorable Judges, thereg is Col.. Coun 1 Mass I M
the consequences not only of the la- . [ \ y ' -'\:' “” [ ,“
s vl . : P ey 4%, ) ML, % of b
bior . of .. hildren, not only the ruin of §. D., Vi, Wis., Wash.. prohibit em
thelr lives and health, but the certaln s i e tios durh
A i ) ent al acations luring
deterliora lon and  the establishment sehool bours motil cMild ix 14 Forrs of
% 3 i ] ( 3 ui A years of
of nn evel lLacreading  degenerate s ard any until 16 unless edues
3 ag Ana i} | ] 12 85 MAUCa-
i In America, caused by the weak- tional requirements have been com-

ness of the motherhood of our coun-

plied with, Ca., 8. C., Va.,, N. C., N.

try. To develop a nation of intell- N, D., Vt., allow no children under
gent  people  we must have strong, gt s s :
1 II!I I lll' “] co 1 ”H'I'II OB 15 to work in factorles. In Ala., Ark,
walthy, educated mothers, we :

J ed molhers Als e and Ga., In the exceptional cases of

can never have so long as we let
our young girls work in factories, Put
a girl In a factory from the ages of
6 to 14 and she is not only physically
unfit for motherhood, but at the same
time she hasen't the intelligence a
mother ought to have. It is the du-
ty of the father to provide for the
home while it is the duty of the mo-

orphans and children of disabled par-
ents, they are allowed to work as
early as ten. The states having an
age lmit are Ariz., D, of C. and N,
Mex., But these are either territory
controlled by the federal government

or are new stales whose laws are
Just being formed.
| Now, let us show you what the

ther to teach in the home, And how
can o mother teach who knows noth-
Ing to teach on account of being kept
in a factory when a girl Instead of
in school. An lgnorant, unhealthy
mother raises up illiterates and phy-
sleal wrecks, while intelligent and
healthy mothers, whose health and in-
telligence has not been wrecked dur-1
ing her young age in a factory or the
like, ralse up children whose health
and intelligence can be scen at
single glance in
and sparkling eyves.

It is in the name of the nmtherhuod|
of our country and the bright youths
that we are pleading with yon 111-!
night. The evil of taking these bright
youths and murdering them in the

their rosy cheeks

® vide that there shall

states are dolng to restriet the hours

of labor, and to educate those who .. schooling certificate a fine of from Phelps

are not allowed to work. Twenty-
three states prohibit night work by
children below 14-18 years of
Mich., Ore., prohibit work bLeiween 6
p. m. and 7 a. m, Ohlo, TIl.,, Minn,,
Ky., Mass,, Ark., Ga. and Ala., prohi-
bit work from 7 p. m. till 6 a. m, The
laws of Vt., R, 1., Wis., Wash., Penn.,
Mo., Col., Ind, Neb., and 8. C., pro-
be from 8-10
hours during night in which no chil-
dren are permitted to work, i

Ohio, 111, Col., N. J., N. Y., Mass.'
and R, 1., restrict work by children
under 16-18 from 8§10 hours in 24,
and from 48-56 in a week. Ariz., Col.,
Mo. and Utah restrict work by the

factories of our country must be

stopped, and stopped :u.s\:‘ The evi- day ‘m S'Im!u's E“ " h._\' thoss beww
dence is before us of their murder T,“I'\‘ ““Si‘}" :\'_.,D" RPN sng
by thousands. The only verdict that Va, ten hours in 24. )

we can return is guilty. Then how| fafe ot (e -mosk etfective ways of
shall we stop It? -r;'.“, states have preventing legal employment of chil-
tried, they canmot, they have fafled. dren is compulsory school attendance.

The only remedy is for the nation to
do ft.

When we think about evils
existing under our governmont we
often wonder what the purposes
our government are any way.
wias It that this Republic was estab-
lished? What does our flag stand for?
What do all these things mean? La-
dies and gentlemen they mean that
the people shall be free to correct
human abuses. They mean that men,
women and children shall day by day
grow stronger and nobler, They mean
that we shall have the power to make
this America of ours each day a
lovlier place to live in. If they do not
mean these things, then our institu.

these

of
Why

| tlons, this Republie, and our flag have

no reason for existence. If  they
do mean these things we must pass
such laws as will help to develoh a
nation of wholesome homes, true to
the Holiest ideals of man; a nation
whose power is glorified by its jus-
tice and whose justice is the consci-
ence of milllons of free, strong, brave
people. It Is to make this poople
such a nation that all onr forefathers
foussht and planned. Friends they
have done thelr part well. Now, how
are we doing ours? They presented
to us a golden opportunity, and
gquestion with
it.

We should show our appreciation
of what they have dome for us by .
continuing to progress. And I de- e

by Hood Bros.

(P 3

Wy., Ariz., Me.,
Mex., Penn, Wis,,
and Conn.

Mo., Col.,, Minn., N,/
Ohio, N. Y., Mass.,’
require school attendance
from 12 weeks to the entire echool
year up to the age of 16.  Mo., R.
1., Vit., Wash., Kan,, Neb,, and Mich.

" lrequire attendance from 28 weeks to

the entire school year up to

Ariz, require children under 18
have a school record sigroed by
they have finlshed
studies.
under 16 and Wash under 15 to have
finlshed a reasonable course of study
before they may be employed, Del,
Ga., and La. require children | elow
14-16 to have a cerdficate or atfida-
vit showing that they attended school

al least 12 weeks of the preceding
year, Fifteen siates prohibil children
velow 14-186 working unle:s they can
read and wrltée English, The majork
ty of the states require working pa-
pers—working cerdficates of age
and schooling either from school of-
ficlals, health luspectors or factory
inspectors, Me., Mass., Conn, R, L,
N. Y. N J., Ind., Ohlo, Wis.,, Il
Kan.,, Neb., Minn., -Mo., Md., Col,

Arfz,, and Wash. require of those be-
low 1416 documentary proof of the
age and schooling signed by one of
the above named officials. In fif-
teen states the atfidavit of parents
or guardians is required as to the

age and schooling of those below 14-
14. Some exceptions are made to
the above., The most important ex-

ceptions of those laws allowing work
under age are of orplan children, of
disabled parents or widowed mothers,
or of those too poor to live without
work. Eleven states allow children
1216 to work in cases of extreme
poverty, The {ederal government
would have to allow the same unless
the hand of charity were carried to
their rescue, No form of law by
whatsoever power
whether federal government or states
{s absolute. Exceptions must be mace
to all human organisms,
of the states provide for a
tent Loard of Inspectors and

compe-
glve

them the power to enforce the law.'

Twenty-seven states provide chief in-

T 1 ¥ 1
Epeclors or commissioners of labor to

have charge of the work fom 4-40
deputies. Co., Me.,, N, H., N. D., 8.
D., and Vi, pay school officials and
vest them with pollee powers to en

force the laws. |

for
ild labor laws fa'l under

]l‘.'T.hi; les

two hends

penalties for the employer and pen-
alties for the parests or guardians.
If a factory man employvs children un-
der .|;.'Il and over time he {
rom §5.00-§100.00 and inprisoned 10-
00 days. If he employs them during
school hours the fine Is the sume

with 10-30 days lmprisonment,
case the employer does not kep o

file the schooling certificates in f-r-l
der to be able to produce them fur|
the inspector the fine is from $5.00-
$500.00 and imprisonment 10-90 da_\‘s.!
Should an empolyer refuse entrance

]
to an inspector or school authorities

the fine and imprisonment is the
same, Should a parent permit ll]itl.l
evate children to be employved \\'Ilh-'

out attending day or night school the
fine is from $5.00-§100.00 and impris-
onment 10-80 days. Bhould the pa-
rent make a false statement in age

$5.00-3500.00 and imprisonment 10-00
days as the penalty. Now, b:l-‘llllﬁ-r
#.ates are doing. We have shown you
the nature of the states’ laws; what
they provide for on age limit averag-
ing about 14 years of age; that a llm—i
fted number of hours for work are
gpecified, that these laws have pro-l
visions for enforcement, and that thel
breaker of such laws is punished by
both fine and imprisonment. And the
Leauty about such laws is that the
children are not only prohibited from
working In factories but are compell-'
«d to attend school either nlght or'
day for a specified time. Then t00.|
sirs, every state in the Unlon except!
three, and these western |
states . having néed for
guch laws, have laws such as we have
presented to Would “ay
that need federal legislation in-
stoad of these states’ laws, provided
the laws enforced? It is
frue the affirmative will try to make
you feel that the states are doing
nothing to relieve the situation. But
are such conditions as they present'
rapresentative of general conditions?
You are more or less familiar with'

are new

no s cial
you, you
we

s'ate are

to
au-
thoritles of the school cerilying that
the elementary !
Mon, and Ohlo require those

administered,’

A majority -

Lbreaking the

the
us Is will we accept

ithe age of 15 years. Twenty-five pgantory gistricts, do their statements|
states make attendance compulsory correspond with your observalions?l
from 12 weeks to the entire BChmllThey are no more representative of

year up to 15 years of age. factory conditions than was Uncle

Those states having compulsory mom's Cabin representative of slave-
school attendance have the most ef-
fective child labor laws. N. Y, and

Facts for Weak Women

Nine-tenths of all the sickness of women is due to some de t or dis-
case old.thob,orpnl distinctly feminine. Such sickness can J:ﬁmaf’:w&
every day

Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription

It Makes Weak Women Strong, |
Sick Women Well. ‘.

It acts directly on the organs affected and is at the same time a general restora-
tive tonic for the whole system. It cures female complaint right in the privacy
of home. It makes unnecessary the disagreeable questioning, examinations and
local treatment so universally insisted upon by doctors, and so abhorrent to
cvery modest woman, i
We shall not particularize here as to the symptoms of
those peculiar i incident to women, but those
wanting full information as to their symptoms and
 means of positive cure are referred to the People's Com-

Continued on page three.

‘tnd turned work,

Friday, April 29, 1910,

BILIOUS?
CONSTIPATED 2
HEADACHE?

IMMONS

/ > ’

)% 4

LATOR

SPEEDY RELIEF.

Nearly Everybody

—TAKES——

SIMMONS LIVER RECULATOR

WHY YOU?

NOT

EGUL

START PIGHT!

Start the New Year
Right by placing in

our home
A NEW HOME
: Sewing Machine

tined If you want needles for the
[machine you have send 30

cents in postage stamps for

";;Olle dozen of them. By buy-

ing a dozen 2t a tlime you
get assorted sizes.

J. M. BEATY,

THE PHELPS
CULTIVATOR

I am making and selling the
Cultivator, which

works both sides of the cotton

8%e. n.on, we have shown you what the OF COIll Iow at one ful'I'OW.

Try one and be convinced that
it is the very thing yon need.

The Stevens Furniture & Ilmple-
ment Company at Smithfield are
agents for my Porch Chairs.
I am located at the WILLIAM
ROSE PLACE.

I ASK YOUR PATRONAGE.

A. H. PHELPS

Prop. of Wood and Blacksmith Shops

Beasley, N. C., R. F. D. No.2

o ST T S MRS MR S IR T

! ANY ONE

Desiring to Buy
Shingles and Laths can
get them from me at
Selma.”, I can save you
money

WILL BUILD YOUR HOUSE
on easy terms--one third
cash, balance on time.

E. D. BARNES

SELMA, N. C.
O FT SO S SO S

Four Oaks Lumber

Company
Contractors and Builders

Do you w:nt a house built, or do
you use bullding material? If so
glve us you work. We manufacture
an eell Rough and Dressed lumber,
Shingl-- Lrackets, Porch Trimmings

Heavy Turning -
Sp.clalty. Come and see our Mater!

Four Oaks
Lumber Co-
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