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General 3tsscmbty
GOV. OWEN'S MKSSAGE.

To the Honorable, the General
Assembly of N. Carolina:
(continued from our lust paper.)
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means ot the redce. Under
these circumstances, and a patri-
otic determination to divert this
commerce from passing to its ulti-

mate destination through foreign
ports, and to concentrate as far
as possible the wealth of the State,
it is vyith much earnestness re-

commended, that a communica-
tion between the Yadkin and the
Cape Fear, cither by a well finish-
ed turnpike or rail-roa- d be estab-
lished. And that the practicabi-
lity and utility of the latter may
be tested, it is again submitted to
the consideration of the Legisla-
ture, to construct one from the
town of Fayetfevillc, to the river
at Campbellton, as was suggest-
ed by my predecessor. This
mode of increasing the commer-
cial facilities of a country, and
thereby bettering its internal con-
dition, appears to be gaining
ground so fast in the estimation
of men of science, that it can be
hazarding very little, for the State
to order such a work to be con-

structed,, between two points so
nearly contiguous, and over which
the transportation is so great.

Among the subjects which will

lands having been surveyed under
the direction of a former Legisla-
ture, it is respectfully submitted,
whether that portion should not
be disposed of by an Agent or
Agents, appointed under your di-

rection, and the residue, made the
subject of entry, as other vacant
lands of the State, at a price to be
fixed on by the Legislature. But,
as there are strong reasons to in-

duce a belief, that on some of
those lands there are valuable de-posit-

es

of the precious metals, it
is .also-submitte-d to your consider-
ation, how far it may be promo-
tive. of the public good, and com-
patible with the principles of our
Government, to secure to tho
State, an interest in all the mines
and minerals which ripw are, or
may hereafter become, the sub-

ject of entry. Should this view
of the subject meet the approba-
tion of the Legislature, it is re-

spectfully recommended, that a
scientific mineralogist ana a orac- -

C3

tical miner (if the latter can be
had,) --be employed to explore the
public lands, to ascertain what
portion, if any, for mining purpo-
ses, it may be the interest of the
State to retain. This examina-
tion I have no doubt could be sa-

tisfactorily made in a few months,
under the direction of the able
professor of chemistry and mine-
ralogy in our University, whose
labors have already thrown so
much light on this subject, and
from which the State is likely to
derive such incalculable benefits.

An elegant map of the State of
New-Jerse- y, not inferior in any
respect to the splendid one recei-
ved last year of the Common-
wealth of Virginia, has been pre-
sented us by that State; and we
are in daily expectation of receiv-
ing one of the States of Missouri
and Illinois, and the Terd'ry of
Arkansas. Yrou were reminded
by my predecessor, that we had
from time to time received maps
of different States and Territo-
ries, and that a due regard to
courtesy, would seem to require of
us to reciprocate the kindness, as
soon as practicable.

The importance of a correct
map of a State, must be apparent
even to a superficial inquirer; and
one elegantly executed, is very
properly a subject of State pride.
Virginia, at an expense of sixty-si- x

thousand dollars, and South-Caroli- na

at the enormous sum of
ninety thousand, have had their
respective territories surveyed,
and maps executed, winch do ho-

nor to the artist, and are of incal-

culable advantage to the country,
both in a civil, and military point
of view. The survevs in the clhce

occupy the attention of the Legis- - of the Board ot Internal nuuy.-lature-
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