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TIVE AND - THOUGHTFUL.
Will  Execute “e'”l;;“ of The
State Wrilwut Regard to Race or
Condi¥ion,
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" Following is th¥ Inaugu
of Governor Aycock:

Gentlemon, of the Geferal. Assstibly,

Radies and Fellow-Ciigens:

Wvery four years brings us a change
of administyation but .not slways a
change of.policy. This year we meet
ugder” extraordinary clrcumetances—
One party goes out of power and anoth.
®r romes in; one.policy ends and a new”
one begine; one century passes away
and-a new century claims our service;
A new constitution greeta the new cen-
tury. For thirty years of the ninteenth
vertury we struggled in every way
wrainst the evils of a suffrage based on
fvanhood only. We found in the firit
days of that struggle that theory had
outrun practice and that reality had
Yielded place to sentiment. At that
time we had just emérged from an un-

address

'S INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

9

10 injustice to th# negro. It rull:z
ofits him. It doés recognize the ni
sity Of haying rome test of capacity and
it prescribes two rules of evidence by
which, the capacity meay be escertained
and declares that any mancapable of
meeting either test shall vote, If .a
white man can read and write he can
vots; i{f a negro can read and write he
can vote, If a.white man ea read
or wrote, but is descended " from
oné who could vote in January 1st;
1867, or at any time prior theret®, broif
he could vote himsell befprg that tfme
he can vote, If anegrh cannot rese and
write, but is descended from a person
who_could vote on January 1st, 1887,
or at any time prior thereto, or #f him-
sell could vote before that time he can
vote, There ls, therefore in our amend-
ment no taint of that inequality pro-
vided“against in the Fifteenth Amend-
ment to the Consttution of the United
Etates;.and in order that the question
might not even be suggested and real.
izing the importance of eéducating the
white and’ black, our amendment re-
quives every hoy of whatever color now
thirteen years of age to learn to read
and write under penalty of losing his:
yote, Interpreted on this fashion we
may with complatency; accept tne dec-
| larutlon-of the Republican National
platform that our smendment is rev:
| olutionary. S0 was the one for Inde-
pendence d stinetly known as the Rey-
‘olution and our llberties are founded
upon It. Our amendment may be reévo.

succasiil and disasterous.war, Our [*lutionary, but jt is a revolution of ad-
property had been swept away, our in- | vancement. It takes no step backward,
stitutions had . been destroyed, the it distinctly looks to the future; it sees
foundation of our ‘soclal fabrie had | the day of unidersal sufferage but sees
been overturned, we were hel «. A | that day not in the obscurity of ignor.

vietorious but ungenerous political en. | ance but in the light of universal edu-
omy had crushed us fo the earth; they i cation, The twilight will grow into the
had foreed upon us . e recognition of | perfect day with the sun of Intelligence
thea.es thiat we knew could not be re- | shining in-the sky. That s our hope
6 to succéesful practice. We were | @and promise. 'We shall not fall,

poor, weak and defeated. We “accepted | -On a hrindred platforms, to half the
the situation” We did ouyr best ‘to |.voters of the State, In the late cam-
prove the falgity of our +donvictions. | paign, I pledged the State, it strength,
We cndeavored with sincerity to bring | its heart, its wealth, to universal edu-
the negroes to a realization of the tine | cation. | promised tue ilfiterate poor

Jdlenity of full citizenshlp. We yrgent- | man bound to a lite of toil and strug-
ly strove to instill futothgirminds’that | gle and poverty that life ehoula he
the!r true inlerdsts were llkewise ours; | brighter for his boy and girl than it

had been for him and the partuer of
his sorrows and Joys. | pledged the

wo rought with great solicitude and
with much gaerifice of toll and capital

to-convinee them that parties were the | wealth of the State to the education of
servants and not too. masters of the | his children. Menof wenlth, represen-
veaple and that no past services of a | latives of great corporations applaud-
party, however beneficlal these servi- | ed eagerly my declaration. I then real,
eon might appear, justified the destruc. | ized that the strong desire which dom-
tion of good and safe abll economical | Inated me for the uplifting of the whole
government in order to gecure s suc- | pcople moved not-only my heart, but
coed, We provided gohools tor them and | was likewise the hope and aspiration
spent for them as’ we spent for our own | of those upon whim fortune had smil-
ehillren. We cared for their insane and | ed. I had loved the North Carolina peo-
wpened sehools for thé education. of | ple before that time, but I never knew

and appreciated the best qualitles of
‘many of our citizens until | saw the
owners of many thousands as eager for
the education of the whole people ag |
was myself, Then | knew that the hope
and tagk belore us, Gentlemen of the
legislature, was not an_ impossible
one, We are prospering as never hefore

Yhel: afflicted and for the care and tu-
ftion of those who .were left fatherless
and motherless. We continued these
offorts In theface of repeated evidnce
of their hostility and abated not our
purposes when they repeated their fol-
lics. We still hoped that they would
follow the example of the whites and

divide their vote along the iines of our ‘wealth increases, our Industries
rovernmental .industrial and moral is- | multiply; our commerce extends and
vies, The result was a disappointment, | among the owners of this wealth, this
The necro was always to be  counted | multiplyfig fndustry, this exténding
upon dand our oppertunities did not | commerce, | have found ne man who is
besitote at any excess because they ; unwilling to. make the State stronger
koo that they had 120,000 votes who | and better by liberal aid to the cause
could bo relled upon to support any | of education,

yolicy however ruinous, which beve the | Gentlemen of the General Assembly,
ttamp of Republicanism. With this | will not have ought to fear when you
vote o5 o gertainty our adversarles | you make ainple provisioh ofr the educa

when (hey came to power after twenty [ tion of the whole people. Rich and poor

yeurs of defeat dared new evils and { allke are bound by promise and neces-
wronge Under thelr ru.e, lawlessness | sity to ullbrm'e your utmost efforts In
walked the State like a ‘pestilence-— [ this direction. The platforms of all the
deallT stalked abroad 'at’ noonday— | parties declare in favor of & liberal pol,
“sleep lay down armed” —the sound of | lcy towards the educat.on of the mass-
the pistol was more frequent than the | es; notably the Demacratic _platform
toun of the mocking hird—the screams | savs, “We heartily commend the action
of women fleeing from pursuing brutes |.of the General Assembly of 1899 for ap-

¢vlnsed the gates of our hearts-with a
rhock. Our opponents unmindful of the
sturdy determination of our people to
huve safe and good government gt An/

propriating one hundred. thousand dol-
lars for the benefit of the public schools
of The—State, and pledge ourselves to
increage thé\gchool fund so as to make

hazards became Indifferent to or in- | at least a folx months’ form in eacn
capable of enforeing law and preserv- | year In*‘every sghool district in the
ing order. Confident-of the support of | State;" and in the campaign which was
the Ignorant mass of negro voters the  -conducted throughout the State with
Republican party and-its ally forgat the | so much energy and earnestnesd that
strength and determination of that | platform pledge was made the basis of |

peoplo who fought the first Aght in Al-
amance agalnet bad government and
wrote the first Declaration of Independ- |
vifce in Mecklenburg. ‘They challenged
North Carolinians to combat and the
woild knows the result. The campaign
ol 1868 ended in a vietory for good gov: |
ernment. That was not a contest of
passion but of necessity. When we |
came to power wa desired merely the
security of life, libertyoand property,
We had seen all these menzneed byi20,-
000 negro.votes cast as the vate of one

people. Poor and ymlettered men anx-
ious about the privileges of their chil-
dren-and hesitating to vote for the
amendment were flnally persuaded to

children in a position In which they

which we made are redeemed to the

|
:;md effort .during the four years that
'

the promdae which we all made to the

1 shall endeavor to serve the people of | as their source that God

man. We had seen our chief city pamf

this State to redeem thls most solema | “Let there ™ Mght." I

through blood and death in search of
safaty. Wo did not dislike the negro |
but we did love good government, We |
knew that he was incapable of giving !
us that and we resolved, not in anger
Lt for the safety of the State, to cur- | means must be devised by which that |
~tail his pewer. We had seen what a | property can be veached and put upon |
sftagglo it required to.preserve even | the tax list I rejoice in prosperity and |
the form. of Republican government | take delight ih the material progress of |
with him as a voter. The negro was not | the State. | would cripple no Industry; |
only lgnorant—he was clannish. The | T would retard the growth of na enter- |
educated among them who realized the | prise; but I would by just and equal |
dunger to the State in mass voting | laws réquite from every owner of prop.
were unable to free themselves from | erty his just contribution, to the end

required to carry out this prom ‘e o
the peonle more taxes must be levied.
1f property has escaped taxation here-

‘has-never -before

_part -which will stimulate
careless and will make all our
‘eager to attain the end which we seek.
MOUY “Btatesmen have always favored

edge that §i0 child ean attain the true
dignity of citizenghip withoit learning
at least to read afd write, This simple
fact dlone justifies the adoption of the
amendment for it was its passage that
fust brought home to all our people the
necessity for universal education. We
enter an era of industrial develoment.
Urowth in that direction is dependent
npon intelligencé~—not the intelhgence
of the few, but of all. Massachusetts
realized this fact from the day when
the Pligrim Fathers landed on Plym-
outh Rock and by that cleir perception
she has won wealth out of bleak coasts
and sterile lands. Our forefathers ac-
knowledged the same fact In their first
constitution, and from that time to the
present our Constitutions and Legisla-
- tive Acts have all looked towards this
end;; but the whole people .ave never
befare heen awakened to its advocacy.
From this time forth opposition to ed-
ucation will mark & wan as opposed to
the tehory of our government which s
founded upon the consent of the gov-
erned, and our Constitution provides
that this consent Ju the not distant fu.
ture can be given on.y by those who
can read and write. We need have
nothing to fear, then, from any party
or-any politiclan when we make llberal
provisions for education. But if there
were opposition our duty would be
none the less clear, It s demonstrable
that wealth Increases as the education
0! the people grows. Our Industries
will be benefitted; our commerce wlll
expand: our rallroads will 'do a large
business when we shall have educated
all thie children of ‘the State. It s,
therefore, of the utmost Iimpertance
from a material point of view that our
whole people should be educated. Care
must be taken on your part,' Gentlemen
of the Leglslature, to bring the schools
In the remotest districts up to the
ttandard of the Const!' ition which sol-
emuly admonishes you, as it did me
but a moment ago-when | took the
oath to support it, that at least four
months of school muet be carried on
In every school district In each )
Our party platform follows the Consti-
tution and we cannot afford to violate
elther. If there are districts which ark
weak they must be strengthened by
those who are strong. The Good Book
tolls us that the gt:ong showld bear the
Infirmities 0! the'wéak and the lessons
of that great authority are of utllity in
our political 1ife. There has grown up
an idea among strénuous men that on-
Iy the strong are to be considered and
benefitted; that the poor and weak are
the burden bearers who deserve na ald
and are weak because of thelr follies.
A great State can never act on this tife.
ory, but will always recognize that the
strong can care for themselves while
the true aim-of the State 18 to provide
equal and just laws glving to the weak
| opportunity to grow strong and re-
straining the powerful from oppressing
the lesa fortunate.It will be a glourious
' day for uce If our people in the houg of
thelr prosperity and wonderful growth
and development can realize that/men
can never grow higher and better by
rising on the weakness and igporance
of thelr fellows but caly by alding their
fellow mien and lifting them to the
same high plane which they themselves
occupy. ‘It may require sarifice to ac-
complish the promises whieh .we have

made and men may be- compelled to |
bear additional burdens, but | &m per-

sunded that the sacrifice will be mad»
and the hurdens borne with that cheer.
fulueas which hae ever characterized
us when we were doing a righteous
/thing. Our fathers have done well their
ywork. They have sought thls day
| through many difficulties; illiterate or
| learned they have eyver striven to do
‘their duty by the State and they.have
lald her foundations.so strong aid deep
that we have but to build thereon the
‘splendid home which they saw only in
anticipation, Let that home be bright
,with' the shining of ten thousand lights
| emanating from as many schools. Some

‘mlyhnp with but four candle power

and some few with a radiance: of

fullest extent. I"or my part 1 declare to |thousand, but let them all shine togeth- | ypinjon.
vou-that it shall be my constant aim |er to brighten life and make the sutri

more glorious and may théy all have
ho first sald,

K® you, gen-

of all our pledges. If more taxes are |tlemen of th' Legislature, such power .

as the Constitution vests In the Gov-
ernor and all the energy of my soul and
heart to the education of the people,

| tofore which ought to have been taxed, 4nd I vely with entire confidence ypon |

yow and promises which each of 'you
have made. With these promises kep:
there will break upot us a day such as

dawned . upon our
State. Our government is founded up-
on intelligence and - virtue. We shall
provide for intellidence by a eystem
preparation of the voter for the use of

‘of schools which is designed to reach

.

i
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that “universal justice
decree of Almighty God,
we are entrusted with power not for

é

{and fraud. Whien®they came to power
in 1895 they adopted a law which we
denounced as providing means for the
registration and ,vo(.m';k R minors,
dead, imported and con negroes.
They carried the State under that law frage we shall in the fullness of time
in 1886. We beat them in 1898 desp!te | l0se power ourselves, for we must know
thetr law and then we paseed a new | that the God who s Love tritdts no peo-
election law which they denounced as ple with authority for the purpose of
designed to thwart will of the ‘people, gcn:wll'u them to do injustice to the
We held the election of 1900 under that j Weak.” i
law. By the result of that election we’ Let us serve the State in this spirit
have eliniinafed the ignorant nsgru [& ‘with.wisd>m and the . peaple will |
from those entitied to vote, If What | continue to trust us, but if we depart
has been charged by the opposing par- ' from this plan and just way, power will
tles be true and electfons have been  drop from our hands, for the amend-

traundulent and election laws unfgir ¢v- | ment has, T believe and trust, brought
er since the negro came to be er | with It a freedom of thought, of criti-
in the State, it certainly ought fol. | ciam and of action that will be swift to

{low that with the disqualification of withdraw a trust abused,
| the ignorant negro the Statd should re- . With the educatioh of the whole peo- I
| turn to her anclent ways when no man | ple; with a fair and impartial election |
| questioned her integrity. Henceforth law, with peace everywhere, there will |
| onr Jaws and their adniinistration must | be nothing to prevent us from working
be 8o falr that the c¢ivilized world out the high destiny of our State, '

{ shall recognize the high purpose with A Thought will be set free. opinion ¢an
| which we have wrought to see this day, have its full sway and every man will |

| Let history record of us that we have be able to declare the inmost feelings |
| fought our great ight and won our no- | of his heaft. We shaly have gtnulnn;
| table victory with no view to perpetu- free speech. Ouif newspapers will have
| ate ourselves In power but honestly to an opportunity to address themrelves
| gecure g-od government founded on in- | to moulding public opision without

I telligence wo:iked out through a per-
{fectly fair election law administered as
'a sacred trust to be held forever invio-
| lable. Good men go to war only for
| the sake of peace and the patriotic cit.

| 1zéns of our State have won this victo-

ry only for the sake of good govern-
| ment and not for party aggrandize-
! ment.

| On every platform in the late cam-

| paign 1" declared our purpose to .be to

;secure good government, safety and
| peace, to educate all the children, and
to bring about that day when even ex-
tremest partizanship should not be able

]to cry oyt against our laws and our,

mehtods. Thousands of Republicans
and Populiats jolned with us in secur-
ing our more than sixty thousand ma-
jority. - 1 shall, therefofe, confidently
expect you, (entlemen of the Legisla-

. [ture, without regard to party, to frame

an election law fair In every purpose,
cleat In every detall, and provide - ma-
chinery by which every man qualified
under our Constitution shall be able ‘o
| vote and shell konw thit his vote 1s
joffective. We can have safety, security
and Integritv on no other basis. | now
! pledge you the whole power of my ad-
Imlnl-trﬂlon to wecure this end. 1 de-

‘clared in my speech of acceptance that .

I should enter upon the discharge of
my dutles if elected with great fear lest
I should fail to interpret adequately the
true spirit underlying our change in the

[
|

moment - questioned that the ultimate
alm of our people was to secure a Con-

| der-the forme of law and not in viola-
| flon of them, 7

| “Our opponents have denounced the
movement which we Iinaugurated to

amend the Constitution, and which will"
rbe carried out in the spirit just suggest- |

red, de. revolutionary. They sought.to
prevent its suctess by threats b+fo.e
the election and in the frst moments
of passlonate disappointment after the
election they began prose:ution againsg
| certain officers of the State for alleged
wrong doing In connecflon with the Au-
| gust election. This movement of ours
was carried out with such deliberate
high purpose and such noble earnest-
| ness that thousands of our pelitical op-
| ponents joined hands with us in effort
| to foreger settle a question which had
distressed us for thirty years. It was
| the uprising of almost an entire people.
There was about it indeed in its epon-
taneousness, in its enthusiasm, in its
determination and sturdiness of pur-
pose and its high aime, something of a
revolutionary epirit of 1776, That soir-
it still Tives in the hearts of North Car.
olinlans, It is part, and a glgrions
part ‘of their heritagé—it ean not be
destroyed by persecution. . A whole
| people can not be persecuted, nor. will

accept our promise and- place their of these lights will shine but™ feebly. | (hey without the utmost exertion see

any of thelr agents made to suffer for

can never vote unless -the pledges  while others shall shine with sixty-four (pe qefeat of those who sought in vain

to stem-the mighty tide of popular
We have a great State, rich in noble
manhood, ficher ¢till in her highmind-

lea womanhood: a State with countless

Constitution; but I have never for one

stitution under which security for life, |
| liberty and property eould be found un-

fear of Injury to the State. Discussion
| can then take the place of abuse and
arg t will supplant i or- |
atory. In this new and freer day we
shall grow brighter men. Trust in all
things high will. come to usshrdinrd |
things high will come easy to us. We |
| shall have problems and differences,
| but we shall have the intelligence (o
solve the problems and the good spirit |
to harmonizs our differences. !
1 come to the high task to which the |
! people have ¢alled me with many mis- |
glivings, I w, if" not  adequately,
something of my weakness and I lke. |
wise know, if not to the fullest extent, |
the many difficulties: which will beset
my way. | comeé to the work humbly, !
with deep anxiety and with an earnest ’
desire to serve the people well. The
| manner of my coming makes it all the
| more Incumbent upon me to search my
heart that I may have no impure mo-
tive there; one who has Deen trusted
after such fashion as the people have
trusted me owes the highest obligation
of rprightness in thought .ﬁ action.
Chosen of my party unanimously, elecs
ted by thepeople by a majority such
as has never heen given to any othcr
man, | am bound by every obligation
to serve to my utmost. The task Is a
dificult one. T shall make mistakes.
When I have done ‘the right thing 1
shall oven then sometimes be misun-
‘dersfood by my friends who will see
my action not from my standpoint as
! the Governor of the whole people, but
from theirs. When [ shall have done
wrong I shall not expect approval, I
no not wish it. I want to know my
mistakes to the end that [ may correct
them, because I am certaln that I ehall |
be judged at last by the whole tenor |
of my administration and by no paftic- |
ular act. |
I have been elected as a Democrat, T |
shall administer the high oftice to |
which I have been called In accordance :
with the policies and principles of that |
great party, but I wigh it distinctly un- |
{ derstood that I shall strive to be a just !

!

governor of all the people without re-
gard to party, color, or creed. The law
will be enforced with impartiality and |
no man's petition shall go unheard
| and unconsidered because he differs |
| from me in politics or in color. My ob- !
ligation 1s to the State and the State |
is all her citizens, No man is so high .
that the law shall not be enforced |
| against him, and no man is so low that |
! it shall not reach down to him to lift |
him up It may be and set him on his |
feet again and bid him God speed to |
better things.

1 shall need the support of every cit.
jzen in the State. My work is .your
work; I am but your servant and if I
serve you wisely it will be because my
care shall be constantly open in coun-

*sel and my midd shall know wisdom.
But with all the aid which can come
from men I shall fail uniess I have the
guldance of that God who rules the des-
tinles of States and nations and men,
to whom with reverencé I commend
this good State and her gracious peo-
ple, :

| sweetness of temper.
{-was at college with him, who could get

| nomination for Chief Ma

! Jolib, Robert Ransom, Earnest Hay
'wood.

the power of its ostracism.
Wheén the Legislature in 1899 mot, it |
was confronted with these facts and |
was &l cerely anxious to save the good
and suppress the evil of those forces l
Kwhich had made our history. They,
therefore, subniitted to the people for |
their actlon an- amendment to the
Constitution which forbids any man to
vote. who can not.read and write, but !
excepts from the operation of this re- |
strictive clanse all those .who oould |
vote in any State on’Jannary 1st, 1867, |
or at any time prior thereto or who |
are descendants from any such voter.
This'provision excluded no white men
except'persons of foreign birth not yet
familiar with-our institutions, and ex-
cluded -no negro who can -read and
write, and no negro whether he could
/. read or write or not who could yote
prior to January 1st, 1867, or who Is |
desgended f one who could vote at
any time frior to sald date. This
amendment to our Coustitution elimi-
mates 10 capable negro. Indeed it sets |
“tifose negroes who, believing ln]
n_principles of government, have |
od Dy Joyalty to the mass

free
=
Yoting

s

v
~

“and write, THis

that all the children may secure the
right to select their servants, There

| are many importart matters which will

claim your att~ution, The problem be-
fore us are of the gravest nature, but
among them all there is none that can
approach in importance the .necéssity
for making ample provision for the ed-
ucation of the whole people. !
Appropriations alone cannot redyove
illitéracy from our State. With the ap-
propriacions must come also an - in
creased interest in this cause which
shall not cease until every child' can
read and write. The preachers, the,
‘teachers, the newspapers and the
motheérs of North Carolina must: be
unceasing in tieir efforts to arouse the
indifferent and compel by the foree of
public opiafon the attendance of eyvery
child nm t&e.oc'looll. hy. is easier to
accomp since the amendment
vou whl hot.have oughs to fear
voice and deelares that the child who
arrives at age after m;aua re
in the. glorious privilege of governing
is State nor partd p in the N

every citizen, The schools look to the
the ballot. We admit to the eleétive
franchise every man capable ‘Z! fntelli.
gently exercising that right "and so
anxious are we to approach as near as
may be universs! suffrage that we have
‘made the test of * intelligence simply
ubility to read and write, an accomplish
{ment which can be acquired In a few
wonths, . ;

. "Having thus provided for the right to
vote the further duty devolves  upon
you, Gentlemen of the”Legislature, to
pass a law by which that right may be
made effective, a law by which every
voter gualified under our Constitution
shall have the power to cast one vo'e
land have that vote counted as cast, The
sifety of the State and the liberty of
|the citizens depend upan your action on
‘this question. The adoption of the
amendment not only furnishes the oc-
casion but readers | t he
adoption of an election law which shall
be o falr that no just man can oppose
/it, and requires an administration  of
that law In such spirit that no man will

When the Regro was given the elective

1a

doubt that the M:r will has been
foundation of our to the day

treasures awalting seekers; with riches
in her fields and woods, st and | Notes.

sounds, hills and mountains, suficiens., The Ohlo man who placed his ton-
to eatisty our dreams of wealth; with gue ob a frosty rail and narrowly es-
a frugal and industrious papulaticn caped decapitation by an approaching
ready to toll just awakening fully to 'train furnishes a new and thrilling
the possibilities before them. All that ' situation for the writers of melo-
we need “to complete the circle of our | drama. : . 3
felicitlen' is poace. Let hatred and bit- Thare were 2. marriage liconses
terness and strife cease - from - amoNg | jegued-during 1900 in Luzerne County,
us. Let the law everywhere reign su- Pennsylvania. the same period
preme. The highest ‘test of a great g gbsolute divorces were decreed by
people is obedience to the law and & | ¢ho court. This shows one divoroe
consequent ability to administer jus- | por every thirty marriages.

tice. It shall be the earnest alm of my Com-
oy o o bl v B g s misston 16 the San Jose' Medioal Ool-
and to_ emforce law an er through- S refers

'out the State. From Currituck 10 Cher- | 1¢§¢ Case u g o

okee the law must have full sway. The

obedience to law. I wish to say to the | five sections.

negroes of this State in this connection | many respects

that they have been 'misinformed if stitution. Itis
minletra

three

box? | Toey are all engaged.”

of a match box, isa't it™
e e

and three girls
Joax—

| Turner formed a

Aycock was
ayne county,
Carolina, November 1st,
father was a farmer, a man of
nence and infl in his y 3
‘beld the office of county clerk from the
August term 1853 to the May term 1861,
He represented the 22ud Senatorial
district, then composed of Wayne

only, in the Senate of 1864-'6S
and 7 'k. The Democratic candi-
date for Governor attended school at
Fremont and was for
at Wilson Collegiate Institute, then
leading educational institution of East-
ern North Carolina, embracing in i
faculty such educators as Elder Sylves
ter Hassell, LL. D., Rev. Jos, H. Foy,
LL. D., Prof. David G. Gil and
Prof. E. M. Nadal—four of bemt
teachers North Carolina bhas knowwm.
In this school, as wel! as in the primary
schoo! “mear his “country home, Mr:
Aycock took rank as the most Lrillian!
member of his cla-s, and was always
head or next to head. In the debating-
societies he took great interest and wat
as a mere boy easily the best debuter
and speaker. "Before he was old enougl
to Write his speeches, old and young
were charmed by his talent as a de
claimer. During ‘his school days a*
Wilson, he boarded in the country ané
walked to and from.school cvery morn «
g and evening. His school mates hat
hfth in his genius and have always hac
confidence that he was endowed wit}
‘igh gifts for some exalted station anc
high public service.

Mr. Aycock entered the University o
the fall ter'nof 1877. He was elected afte:
a hot contest that showed he then had »

litical wisdom, Chief Marshal in 1878

e graduated in 1880, receiving the
Wiley P Mangum medal for oratory an«
the Bingham Kssayist' Medal, He'ex
celled at the University in English,
making most reputation as an” orator-
and essayist. He has often said that he'

no talent as a matkh jcian, and

got through on Conic Sections by ‘‘main
strength and awkwardness." e wat
highly esteemed at the University, be
ing régarded as a youth of uncommon
ent, eloquence, purity of life, an¢
Every man who

to Raleigh at the State convention, war
there to see. him receive the highes!
honor the Democrptic pasty has ever
conferred apon ary man in North Car
olina—the complimentof a unanimom
rate of the
Commonwealth, The class in whick
Mr, Aycock graduated was composed
of the following, all of whom are now
living: Charles B Aycock, chr{ E
Faison, Locke Craig, Alex. L. Phill pps,
W. R, Slade ((‘.eorg’l). C. C. Cobb,"A
D. Betts, L. U, Vaugban, T, C. Brooks
Thomas H. Battle, A, L. Coble, R. B

Mr. Aycock read law atthe University
under Dr. Kemp P. Battle, and alter:
wards at Goldsboro under the late A
K. Smedes, and began the iv
Goldsboro in January, 1881, in partuer
ship with ex:State Senator Frauk A
Daniels. That ership was formed
when Mr. Aycock and Mr. Daniels were
school mates, and is one of the firs
legal firms in North Carolina. He har
held the following public positions:
Superintendeut of Public Schools ¢
Wayne county in 1881; Chairman of th,
Board of Trustces of the Goldsbor,
Graded Schools for the past ten
City Attorney of Goldsboro for tw
years; County Attorney of ‘Wayne fou,
years; District Elector in 1888, Electos
at Large in 1892; U. 8. District Attorney
1893 to 18¢8, and has also been a trustee
of the University. Mr, Aycock wa
married in 1881 to Varina V. Woodard,
daughter of Elder Wm. Woodard, ol
Wilson county, who died-in 1890, leaving
two chiidren. In 1891 he married Cors }
L. Woodard, a sister of his deceased P
wife, He has seven children. Theold

t, Charles B, Aycock, Jr., is now 4
student at the Uuniversity.

bR 9%
HON. W, D. TURNER, ;
Sketch of the Life of The Licutesant
Governor. X

Wilfred D, Turner, of Iredell county. -
was born in Iredell county, January 30

1855. His father, for 'whom he wr
vamed, was a hrmer‘ and the piones
tt £ er in Pied

N

g:iml“uoll lr.i Tusr;ef uM’
nity C ni an 1

degree of Aﬁ, was conferred DZI’
by his alma mater. After graduation h
read law and in June, 1577, began tv
practice in Asheville. He was a paius
t:kh:.. studious, able and ‘conscien
tious attorncy; ctice grew
steadily. In 1885 he e er
hip with the late
Armiield, and in
‘Armfield went on

£

Chas. H. Armfield.
lm-t legal firms in Piedmont Nortt .

na.
Mr. Turner has always been a 1
Democrat and more than once has .




