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Unfounded Prosperity
The lending-spending program advanced by

the recent Congress is being referred to as the
work of a fool, that it will offer no sure footing
for future prosperity. Probably the conserva¬

tives are right when they say the program is
no suitable foundation for future prosperity to
rest upon. But we dare say that the program
now going into effect is more justifiable than
the one followed prior to 1933.

If prosperity ever was unfounded it was in
that period from the World War to the year
1933. To maintain an economic balance in this
country, more than half the farms in the Unit-
ed States were mortgaged, millions of people
were thrown out of their homes, and living was

from hand to mouth. Wealth was created on a

large scale during the period, but it followed
the pull of the magnate and went under the
control of the "Sixty Families,"

In the cotton-growing states, eighty per cent
of the farms were mortgaged during the period.
Here in North Carolina and despite a greater
diversification program, sixty-three per cent of
the farms were placed under mortgage and
many were sold on the auction block 111 front
of every courthouse in the one hundred coun¬

ties.-
Installment buying was advanced on such

scale that the total amount annually would
make the public debt look small. The conserva¬

tives lauded the old system of mortgaging "the
individual to the hilt and then selling him out.
Debt was piling up fast on certain classes while
bond purchases by others increased steadily,
and if there had been no halt when President
Roosevelt stepped into the White House in

1933, the mortgage holders would possibly be
closing out about this time the last farm and
the last home of the working man.

One only has to look back a few years to see
the ever increasing number of foreclosure sales
in front of the courthouses. If the momentum
had not been checked, the system would have
gobbled all up, and the country would be just
about ripe now for a taste of old England's
serfdom.

It is true that supreme folly on the part of
the common people matched the old system.
But then there was little incentive for one to
save the income gained from the sweat of his
brow. The banks in 1920 had closed in the faces
of millions of savers. Others were fleeced of
their earnings by crooked bond issues floated
by Wall Street bankers for unstable govern¬
ments across the continents.
As long as that old system robbed the poor

and enriched the rich, the conservatives de¬
clared the country was safe. If debt threw mil¬
lions into the streets, it was all right with
them. Now when the debt is shifted from the
farm and working man and established on a

nation-wide basis, they predict the ruination of
the country.
And though the present program may fail,

one thing is certain and that is we'll all be go¬
ing down together, and when we go we'll see
millions that went ahead of us a long time ago
under a system that some would attempt to
point out as ideal.

Voting For What's In It
Christian Science Monitor.
Back-room politicians and ward heelers will

recognize readily the kind of talk that Aubrey
Williams, Deputy Administrator of WPA,
handed out Monday U) the Workers Alliance.
There is nothing very new in the exhortation
to "stick together," and "keep our friends in
power." The novelty is in hearing these phrases
from a Government official on a rostrum in a
public auditorium.
True, the implications may be no more sinis¬

ter when spoken to. fi pressure group that call
themselves "workers" than when the same ex¬
hortations are exchanged in some select circle
of businessmen bent on exploiting the advan¬
tage of position. But thp mpftning in oiffoor raws*

is bad enough. Whenever people are urged to
interest themselves in government for what
the? can get out of it, instead of for the sake of
fairness and soundness in government, the
foundations of democratic self-rule are weak-

Martin County First

"First at Bethel, fartherest at Gettysburg and
last at Appomattox." is the slogan that North
Carolina clings to as about the only thing of
value coming out of the four year struggle be¬
tween the States.
Whether the slogan carries anything more

than an empty value is beside the point litre,
but as a matter of record Martin County steps
forward to hold high the claim of its late son,
Augustus Whitley, as the men of Blue and Grey
come together in peaceful reunion at Gettys¬
burg on the 75th anniversary of what has been
termed one of the greatest battles ever fought.
Disheartening as the history is that tells us

how brother fought brother, how hopeless and
destructive the conflict was, there is still some¬

thing in the struggle that commands the ad¬
miration of everyone. Seventy-five years ago
next Sundiy, Augustus, Whitley, one of Mar¬
tin County's yoiingest sons in the conflict, car¬

ried with two other men the flag of the Con¬
federacy up Cemetery Ridge to the wall, the
fartherest point reached by any other man in
the Army of the South.
However fruitless, however useless the dar¬

ing of Gus Whitley proved to be, there is reason
for Martin County and North Carolina to be
greatly proud of a native son who dared death
from thousands of guns to advance a cause that
he considered right and just.
Not a single Martin County veteran is left to

enjoy the reunion marked by its peacefulness
and understanding, but the records show it was
ably represented when valor and nerve were

required.

Fallacy Uncovered

News And Observer.
Wall Street trading has taken a turn for the

better following the discovery that for the
week ending June 19 business had risen appre¬
ciably in several departments. There was an

improvement noted by The New York Times
index in miscellaneous car loadings, steel in-
got production and electric power and lumber
production, while there was a marked upturn
in automobile production. i
One rise in the market does not make a boom

hut this seems to have enough about it to indi¬
cate that no small part of it was due to the
President's signing the $3,700,000,000 lending-
spending bill.

In view of the fillip thus administered to
business, it would be interesting to know what
has twuHie of the Budget balancers' who wore
so vocal a few months ago. At that time they
declared that the government would plunge the
country into blue ruin unless it instantly stop¬
ped writing checks. But when, after the«govern-
ment began to do so, business activity took a

prompt nose dive, these orators withdrew into
a dense silence.

It all goes to show that there may be a fall-
ancy in the argument that a government, re¬

gardless of consequences, ought annualy to
balance its books just as a private business does.
A private business is not charged with the duty
of providing for the genral welfare, but a gov¬
ernment operating under the United States
Constitution is. That makes all the difference.

Free.Speech and Thought
Christian Science Monitor.
The British Government has refused to pro¬

hibit a meeting of Free Thinkers announced to
be held in Britain in September. The meeting
has been convened by a body calling itself the
International Congress of the World Union of
Free Thinkers. Application to have it prohibit¬
ed was made to Sir Samuel Hoare, the Home
Secretary, by Captain Archibald H. M. Ram¬
say and seventy other members of Parliament
acting on behalf of the Christian Defense
Movement.

Sir Samuel Hoare in reply said that while he
personally deplored the holding of a free think¬
ing congress as being "repugnant to the senti¬
ment of the great mass of Christian people in
Britain," he not only had no power to prohibit
it, but to do so, provided it be orderly, would in
his opinion be contrary to,"a long and cherish¬
ed tradition of liberty and tqleration which in
these times it is more than ever important to
maintain."

Britain properly prides itself upon allowing
freedom both of meeting and of speech. To
adopt any other line would be a negation of
that liberty which English-speaking races prize.

A Welcome Slump
Sampson Independent. "

v

Fatal automobile accidents have dropped to
the lowest point In six years In North Carolina
during the first five months of 1938, and that
regardless of the fact that a total of 15,000 more
motor vehicles were licensed this year than in
1937 in this state. Fatalities on the highways of
this state during the first five months of 1938
totaled 314, as compared with 395 for the same

period last year..;
The slump in highway fatalities is credited to

the safety crusades and vigilance of the high¬
way patrol. It is to be hoped also that the driv-
ing public is becoming a little more safety-
conscious, as that, after all, is the only thing
that will produce lasting results. It seems a

pity that people have constantly to be warned
of the necessity of observing the rvles of safe¬
ty for themselves and that of others, but such
is the case.

EPISCOPAL
Third Sunday after Trinity
Sunday school, 9:45 a. m.
Celebration of the Holy Commun¬

ion, 11 a. m.
St. Martin's, Hamilton

Evening prayer and sermon, 8.

METHODIST
Church school, 9:45 a. m.

Morning worship, 11 a. m Theme:
"Highways to a Throne"
Afternoon service, Holly Springs,

3:30 p. m.

Young Peoples Meet, 6:45 p. m.
Evening worship, 8 p. m. Union

service at the Christian church.
Choir practice tonight, 7:45.
The sacrament of the Lord's sup¬

per will be observed Sunday morn¬

ing.
The third quarterly conference

will hold its business session at two
o'clock, July 10.

BAPTIST
Bible school, 9:45 a. m.

Morning worship, 11 a m
B. T. U., 7 p. m.

Evening union service at Christian
church, 8 p. m.

Bible school officers and teachers
and pupils should always remember
that the first Sunday in each month
is orphanage Sunday. The orpjian
children depend largely on first
Sunday contributions. With fore¬
thought and planning we can easily
double the small amount we have
been giving. v

The two church ordinances will
be observed in our morning period
of worship. .

PARI) OF THANKS
For every act of kindness, for ev¬

ery expression of sympathy on the
occasion of the sudden death of our'
dear wife and irntther, who was
struck by lightning, we extend our
heartfelt thanks.

Zach S. Cowin and Family

Maxwell Wants A
Reexamination of
N. C. Auto Drivers

The six-point safety program
Commissioner of Revenue A. J.
Maxwell recommended for state ac¬
tion in an address to the North
Carolina Safety Conference at
Asheville recent is sure to meet op-
position on some points.

It is also sure to start agitation
for some other things, outside the
immediate scope of the Safety pro¬
gram. such as removal of the State
Highway Patrol (which Maxwell
recommends should be "largely in-1creased") from the control of Mr.
Maxwell's department and placing'
it under the State Highway Com-j
mission where so many think it be-,
longs.
Other points of discussion which

will be raised will be touched upon
after the six points stressed by the
revenue commission have been
named.
They include:
1 Examination of all drivers li¬

censed three years ago without any
test of their qualifications, with no
charge for the examination, which
would be educational.

2. Mandatory prison terms for
those who violate highway laws af¬
ter having their licenses revoked.

3. Fixing a maximum speed limit
(50 or 55 miles per hour is recom¬
mended) for any kind of highway
and substantially lower* speed limits

Reviews Reading
Tastes of Students

Raleigh . State College boy* are
interested primarily in making
friends and influencing people, a
survey of their literary tastes re¬
vealed today.
But although Dale Carnegie's book)ranked at the top of library selec-.

tions for the term recently ended,!
the student also showed keen inter¬
est in Dr. Ernest Groves' "Mar¬
riage" and W. J. LaVarre's "Gold,
Diamonds and Orchids."
The survey was made by Librar¬

ian Vi. P. Kellatn, who presides ov¬
er the 52,000 books in the D. H. Hill
library at State College.
Mr. Kellam's report put Dale Car¬

negie's best-seller at the top of the
most popular non-fiction list. In ad¬
dition to the Groves and LaVarre
productions, others in the list wi

for curves and other stretches made
dangerous by engineering or topo¬
graphical features.

4. Increase in the personnel of
the State Highway Patrol in order
to provide more adequate enforce¬
ment of more positive highway
laws.

5. Construction of semi-hard sur-
fai'C.i'houlders.on tveiy.mile uf
hard surface with an abrupt edge.
Maxwell believes.

6. More adequate marking of dan-(ger spots such as curves and inter¬
sections. Zebra-striped panels are
mentioned as valuable in this re¬
spect.

"Madame Curie" by Eve Curie; "R.
EL Lee," by Dr. Douglas S. Freeman
and "An American Doctor's Odys¬
sey", by V. G. Heiser.

Heading the list of the most pop¬
ular volumes of fiction eras Aim
Hervey's "Anthony Adverse." North
Carolina's Thomas Wolfe had two
volumes in the list, "Look Home¬
ward Angel" and "Of Time and the
River." Other often-read books were

A. J, Cronin's "The Citadel," Wal¬
ter Duranty's "One Life, One Ko¬
pek," Ernest Hemingway's "To Have
and To Have Not," James T. Ter¬
rell's "A World I Never Made," Ken¬
neth Roberts "Northwest^ Passage"
and Margaret Mitchell's "Gone with
the Wind."
The survey also showed State Col¬

lege student are using the library
more. In the past year 94,355 vol¬
umes were borrowed, as compared
with 85,097 in the previous year In
addition, 11,509 books were taken
from the shelves for occasional
reading in the "browsing room," Mr.
Kellam reported.

?

Potato Acreage Estimated
At 34,000 Acres This Year

The early potato acreage in North
Carolina this season was estlnlated
at 34,000 acres compared with an

estimated acreage of 43,000 acres
"harvested.in 1937 ami.a ten-year
acreage of 33,100 acres, reports the
N. C. Department of Agriculture.

¦.»

Many Craven County farmers
have replanted their corn crop three
times due to heavy insect infesta¬
tion. .

PROGRAM FOR WEEK BEGINNING SUNDAY, JULY 3.

Turnage Theatre . Washington, N. C.
Sunday-Monday Sun. Shows 2, 4, 9 July 3-4

"Kidnapped"
Warnrr BAXTER, Freddie BARTHOLOMEW

Tuesday-Wednesday July 5-tt
"Crime School"

Gale Pace, H. Bocart and "Dead End" Kid*

ALSO SELECTED

Thursday-Friday July 7-1

"A Slight Case of Murder"
Edward G. ROBINSON and Jane BRYAN

Saturday July 9
"Texas Trail"
WILLIAM BOYD

SHORT SUBJECTS

PARTNERSMSAFETY/

x Floyd Roberts on Firestone Gum Dipped Tires
"

.. shattered ill trick records foi the 500 Mile
Indianapolis Rice with in iwipe speed ot 117 7
miles in hour without tire trouble ot my kind
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You may never drive your car at the record-breaking
speeds made by America's famous race driver* . but isn't it a
comforting thought to know that Firestone Gum-Dipped Tires
have proved their SAFETY at speeds much higher than you
will ever drivel In planning your Fourth of July trip or your
summer vacation tour, guard your life and the lives of your
family with the only tires made that are Triple-Safe.

By Triple-Safe we mean.

First: Every filler in every cord of every ply is saturated
and coated with liquid rubber by the Firestone patented
process of Gum-Dipping which counteracts tire-destroying
internal friction and heat. That means prote tion against
blowouts.

Second: They have two extra layers of Gum-Dipped cords
under the tread. That means protection .vtainst punctures.

Third: They have a scientifically designed tread that stops
your car up to 25% quicker. That means protection
against skidding.
Only Firestone gives you these patented and exclusive

SAFETY features. Join the Firestone Save-A-Life Campaign
today by equipping your car with a set of new Firestone Tires.
tlla only tires made that are safety-proved an the
speedways tar year protection an tna highways.

'> JOIN THF FIPFS70NFI ,//'"* / / c f'f
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' CAMPAIGN today/
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breexe. Eato clean. Tailored to fit. Fibcovers are ideal for hot weathidriving. Cloth-fibre stylcoupe* $2.19 up. <£ <1 £*tOther Coupes ^
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